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LOOK HOMEWARD

Ravt got up in the moming.  He was sta¥ing in a motel.  His
wateh was net working.  Onlv a few davs ago he purchaszud it
It was an automatic and 2 costhy one,  He could not understand
why it stopped.  He came out of the roem.  He walked slowly
1o the next mpom and genuly tapped on the door. A veung
woman npenad the door slightly.  She was m her dreszing pown.
He stepped back for he &3 not expect 2 woman to be thers,
that ton an Indisn.

‘Borry to disturb vou. T just wanted to know the time.
Adw watch hus stopped . . ... !

T six now’
* Thank voo.’

She just looked at him for 4 minure and clesed the door
Ravi set his wateh and wore it on the wrist.  He wondergd why
she was slaving there, whether she was alone. He dreamily
walked to the wash basin,  He looked at his face in the mirror.
He was piessed with himself.  5ti)l che question troubled him
who that worman conld be.  He came 1o Estes Park and he was
1o go up the Rocky Mountzing that moring. It was an early
morntrg 16 NMay, stighidy chilly hut not eold, He saw ibe
beautiful parerama of natgre afl arpund.  There were moun-
tains mearby.  Almest nestling in the mourtaing there was the
lake Estes. [t was ahout eight i the maornicg by the time he
carne out of the motel.  In front of him lay the vast expance of
mature, He was not given to walks in the moming but the
beauty of the landscape caught his imagination overpower-
ingly. He could not resist the tempitation of walking to the lake.
Tt was facing the motel. Ouly the road was m between. He
saw a few men angling. He moved zbout slowly watching the

1



LOOK HOMEWARD

whale scene. The wattr spread itself, Ewervthing seemed o
e dreamily silent.  But for the few men angling, there was nt
any olher activity, The water in the lake seemed to be ro-
fecting the tll rocks by its side. Ravi took a few snaps of
the scene, came up to the highway, He saw 2 small restaurant.
He had his breskfast. By the time he reached his room 1he
woman in the next room was looking eut for him. He was

surprised.

*I couidn’t take my bath. Scmehow the tap doesn’t work
well. How is it in your room ? 7 she questioned.

“AMine is all right ' Ravi replied.

* May 1 come in and see how it works >’

* Of course You can . ... With pleasure * he added.

He led ber to the bath tub, demonstrated how to operate.
She was watching him, As he raised his face it caupht hers.
Sha smiled pleasingly and almost mischievously,

‘ Thank you very much.”

She walked ont briskly, He followed her to the door.
‘T am sorty, 1 should have introduced myself. I am Prem
studying in Denver,’

‘] am Ravinder deing my Ph. D. in State Univemity,
Manksttan. This mersing 1 am going up the Rocky Moun-
tains. Mow about youi Have you any programme !'

* No, nothing it particular.”

* Then come with us. (One of my American friends will take
me ko the Rocky Mountains.'

She looked st him for a minute wondering whether she could
trust him and then said with 2z finality, * All right I will join you.
I shall get ready.’
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LODOKE HOMEWARD

She dissppeared. The movement was nymph-like, thoughe
Ravi. When he came for this holiday he never bargained for
this turn of events. He was amused. He had been friendiy
with a few women before. It was not as though he was seeing
a woman for the first time.  But the way it heppened, quite wa-
expectedly, especiaily in the least expected quarter, a motel —
shis baffled him. He was not a grest believer in destiny. He
believed in his will poveer and he thought that hie was the master
of his gwn life. If he wanted anything ke had to work for it
sincerely. He could pot take chanees with life. 5o the way
things were happening from the moming gave him a jolt. He
was not prepared for this kind of experience. Al the same he
could not withdraw once being in it. He had to go through it
whether he liked it or not.

By zbout ten in the morning Raviand Prem were picked up
at the mote]l by one of the officers connected with the Rocky
Mountains. 5o they were taben care of splendidly, They
stopped on the way in two or three places while climbing. The
whole place was delightful. Tall trees, thick vegetaton, wild
life—ail these had z novelty for Raviand Prem. The Bear Lake,
the Dream Lake and several other lakes looked picturesque.
Prem and Havi instinctively touched the water. The water
was cold. When they reached the top of the mountains, the
highest point on the Trail Ridge road, they found a huge wall
of snow. It looked as though for ages the snow had been there.
It was solidified and looked like z wall. In certain areas the
snow was melting. But it was not much. The sun was mild.
A pentle braeze was blowing. Prem's sarl was bluish in colour
alrmost like the Blue of the sky. Her haeir was dangling with
<nds falling on her face.  She looked enchantingly beautiful.

1 am indeed graveful to you for bringing me to this place.
Much of this fun would have been lost if T had come all by
amyself. I am glad 1 fouad vou'’
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LOGE HOMEWART

* What are vou doing in Denver 7

‘I am in the Drama department. I wish to specislize this
arez. 1 am very much interested jn writing, acting ard in
producing plays.

‘ That's fine. So vou are an Arts student. I belong to the
Engincering branch, the Mechanical side.’

* How long have you bren in this country 7’

*Two vears. How about vou ?'

I came to Denver a yeat agn.’

* O 2 fellowship, T suppose.

“ Yes, of course.’

* You come from Andhrz Pradesh.’

Yes)

* 5o von koow Telugu.’

« OF eousse. . ... Well, does that mean that you alse speak
Telupn 2°

‘Yes. It is surprising that we two should meet like this’

*T wonder how old are these mountains. She wanted to
change the topic because they were becoming too personal.

*Pretty old. 'The tall trees must have been there for ages
and ages. The oak, the pine and the fir trees especially are the
sentinels of the forest. These mountzins remind me of India.”

'€ ves nature is plendful, full of potentialities in India too.
Only we Rae not explored and exploited the resmirces as the
Americans have done.’

* We {eave naturs’s bounty untepped.  [t's 2 pity our country
= not yet fully ndustrialised,”

The person who brought them +w2s sitting comfartably in the
car, reading the newspaper and listening to the wireless. He
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LOGE HOMEWARD

must have come several times to thess mountiins. So there
was no special attraction for him. He left Ravi and Prem afl to
themselves, to meove ahour and wateh the spectacular scenic
background. Also he had # pride in showing his country’s
splendorous spots to the foreigners. Prem and Ravi watched
the wiid life. The deer and other animals were moving about.
The whole place was exotic.

* When are vou leaving Estes Park |7 Prem asked.
* Tomerrow * said Ravi.

There was an awkward silence for a fow minutes. They did
not koow what to talk sbout next. They slowly walked towards
the car. The gentleman asked them whether they enjoyed the
sight.

* Splendid * Ravi said.

* Beautiful * Prem added.

They geot into the car. They came dovn. The gentleman
was m a hurry. Promising to ses Ravi later he went away leav-
ing them at 2 hotel. Ravi and Prem were feeling hungry,
They wented to have lurch. They sat at a mble facing each
ather. The waitress came and gave them the menu card.  Ravi
looked at Prem meaningfully.

‘ Are you 2 vegetarian '

‘ No not particularty ' she said, “Let as have vegetarian
dishes * she suggested.

Ravi asked for vegetarian meals. The waitress nodded her
head and disappeared. Soup was brought steaming hot. Ravi
and Prem were watching each other. She had good table
manners, Ravi thought She constdered bim decent in his
behaviour, gentlemanly, urbane and refined. The last one to
be served was the pudding.
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‘I like the pudding * commented Ravi.

* That's the best parT of the western food * Prem said.

* I think you miss our food.’

‘ Yes, T miss i badly.”

‘Once in 2 while T go to 3 Mexican Café to have some hot
sruff, Ir amuses me To see the green chilly being put on the
rice.’

' I would like to trv.'

‘T shall take you tonight. W will look for a Mexican Café.
Perhiaps there may be a Café in this ares too.

' Parhaps,” She echosd. But her mind was given to varicus
thoughts. She wondered what on earth she was doing.  Meet-
ing 2 person by chance, then moving sbout with him for hours
apd hours—all this lopked strange, and yet quite pleasing.

And ali the time Ravi wes saying to kimself that Prem had an
artistic sanaibility, that she was an artist herzelf.  Her hair-do,
her expressive eves, her sweet voice, all these fuscinated him.
So the conversation was part of a sophisticared, sacial set-up.
They could talk like that for hours and hours over meaningless
trifles quite hiding their inward feslings and emotions. They
were borh disciplined enough not to exhibit any undue hasge in
revealing their minds. The lunch was over, They walked
back to the morel.

In the evening they strolled abour. They visited a curio
shop of the Red Indians. Most of those articles amused them.
They meade sgme purchases. They sat in 2 pak nearby.

“The presence of these shops in the rmidst of cities is very
odd. Perhaps the Red Indian life gives to the Ameriean civiliza-
tion a certain aotigquity and historicity. Ravi commemted.

* A harmonipus blepding of the old and the new cultures’
added Prem.
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‘The Americens would like to fry everything. They were
great adventurers. They still retmin their spirit of curiosity
and advenrure. 5o they give a foir deal to every ome. Tt moay
be 2 theosophist from Indiz or a religious preacher from some
other country, 'They wish to know what exactly is the newness
in these concepts. They are not rigid.

* That helps them to march forward.

*Have you any intention of setling down in the T.8.A. 8°
asked Ravi.

' Mo, I would like to go back to India. My father is anxious
to have me back as early as posstble. My mother died two years
ago. Lama very fond of my father. I can’t be away for a longer
time.

Ravi smiled, She blushed. She wondered why he was
smiling.

* What makes you smile ?’

* 1 was only wondering what would happen to you if you were
to0 be married.’

The rorment he mentioned marriage her face becarne suddendy
changed. She was pale. The conflict in her mind between
steying with her father and getting married was visible. She
murmurred,

* Yes, one day 1 have to be married. Let that come when it
should cotne. Lam notin ¢ huery, 1 leave it to the great forces
above?

‘You mean God, fate or predestination.”

"I mezn all that, I really do not know the theological subt-
leties. But I do suppose that thtre aré certin Insuperable
forces operating on man, over which he has no comtrel.  Espe-
cially marriapes are cages of predestmarion.’
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LOOK HOMEWARD
‘Poets have said that love is blind and that whosoever has
loved must have dene s at firse sight.’
" Perhaps the sccoad sight would change kis mind.’
* Maybe * Ravi lughed.

" There are such wareliable persons that perhaps they should
be pinned down the moment they ate caught.

Instinctively Ravi edged a little zway from her as though
be should not be caughe.

“Any way I am not going to be trapped. T believe in frec
will. I wish to exercise my free choice and choose a partner of
ay liking '

"It memns vou have aot vet decided.’

‘Mo, notver. I have been too husy with studies. T suppose
one day I teo should don the robes of marriage”

* Celestial robes.”

" Yes, ves celostigl, # it is the proper woman, or else it can
be daumnation also.’

‘You seem to be very hesitant about marriage.

* Not exactly so, Only T don't want to be involved in any
erantional entanglement when I am busy with my research work.’

‘Az if marvfage comes in the way of reseacch.

“In a2 way it does, [ take rescarch as dedicated work, Tt
brooks no zival. It demapds full attention.’

I think it is Swift who ndicnled the researchers.’

“Well T arn 2 student of Science. I don’t pretend to be
having creative imagination, But I do realise that research
work iz all absorbing, no dilly dallying about it. And when I
get married T should be prepared to enjov the company of my
wife. Marriage is partnership for me. The siream of life
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has to be smooth sailing 2nd for that Fou need & good steersman.
O elac even the best pilot may 2o wrong”

"Ravi, ... I 2mosorry, may I address vou as Ravi ¥°

*Of course vou can,”

“Ravi, have you ever thought of anv woman as a fAtiing
partner to you ! I put this question, for 1ou seem to be very
sure of the type of woman vou would like to have, You do not
want to give any place for predestination.”

*Prem, I quite appreciate vour query. I wis indeed very
Fond of Rupa, one of the girls in the college T studied before
coming to America. She was pood looking., Phasically she
was attractive. [ liked her for her good looks,  She was swoet
and innocent. She had a namaeal grace. Her endearing laoks,
disarming smiles captivated me. T thought T conld marey lier,
I proposed to her.  DBut she was not of my caste.  Her father
wasz fyrigus. He did net listen to her. I hovered about her
place like a pestilence, in their words. She was belpless. My
parents too wore not for this zlliance. Rupz was given in
fharriage to some one else. That gave me a shock, 1 was
upset.  Meanwhile this fellowship ¢came my way and 1 am now
wedded 10 my lady research.’

Prem smiled. 3he understood that Ravi was passionate,
Omly he was trying to cover up his weakness by a show of stadied
indifference to love and mariage. Aoy day he could be won
over, she thought, Ravi szemed 1o bz still in the world of
Rupa. The day of her marriage, her helplessness, her piteouns
lroks and his tpassioned appeals to ger her, all these floated
tiefore his mental vision.

‘1 hope I won't make the same mistake " Ravi added,

‘1 hope =0’ was the comment of Prem, *but these mistakes
are lovable thengh® she added after 2 pause.
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! Yes of course, ot ke there is oo life, 1 we ger everything
we want we may lose interest in them. What is easily gained
is easily lost. Huwmap endeavour is fraught with success as
well s faifure. And T am in love with the struggle in life. 1
am prepared for the full measure of life, its delightful recrea-
tional pleasures and its sordidness and misery,’

< Tt's good to be prepared for the trials and tribulations of life.
And the best part of life consists in faring them with faith in
oneself and faith in God.'

“Faith in oneself 15 absolutely necessary, or else you'll
crumble and go dowan when the blasts of Iife blow on you.'

1 wonder why you have cautiously avoided faith in God.
Are vou an atheist '

(), no, 1 believe in God. Only I put mor emphasis on
hwnan effort. As a rationahist I rely on reason 2s my guide.
Wothing pleases me [ike rationalistic thinking. To a large
extent the impersonal eoncept of godhesd zppeals to me. Par
hape it i5 difficult for me to surrender myself completely to the
will of God”

Prern smiled.

'You don’t mind surrendering yeurself to rescarch, what
harm is there if vou sumender vourself to God 77

"Wo harm, but it requires grester coyrage. Always the
ego in vou tells you that you are deing evervthing and that you
are achicving everything through your individual effort. Tt
will be difficult for vou to overcome this pride and to accept
God's will in its totality. If you can do it you are ascending
the scale aod becoming one with Goed.

" It s too deep for e to eaderstand. My mind is not matare
enugh to delve deep inta these mysteries.’

‘You will know them all right, There s nothing profound
19
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or tnvsterious gbout what I have sard.  We zll grow.  But the
only significant part of it is that the approach of the inteifectual
is slightly different from thar of the ordinary person. He
cannot possess that blind faith as the other has. He argues and
reasons and applies human standards of judgment to God”

" He doesn't realise that God's ways are mysterious and that
there are mare things in heaven than are dreamt of in his every-
day Jife of rtasoning.’

*Yes true, But one canmot help being a rationatist.’

*You can be a rattonalist but too much tnststence on reason
at the expense of emotion mekes wou imbalanced. Human
reszoning has its limitations.”

* I think vou are right on the whole * agreed Ravi.

The next day they were to go back to their universities, That
night Ravi thought about the whole incident.  He was surprised.
Even thouyh he did not make sny proposzi he was definitaly
interested in Prem.  Bur he wae not preparved for any confession
of love immediatelv. He thought of his home in Indiz. His
father Ramesarn was very much respected in that village, He
was noted for his generous impulses and philanthropic nature.
e was one of the freedom fighters, a smunch Gandhian, Ravi
remernbered the day when Gandhifi visited his vilfage. The
vistt was oeganized by his father,  The turs weat in front of their
house, Ravi warched the whole show. He was faken to
Gandhiji by his father and he was blessed by him. Men and
women flocked to that village in large nurnbers in order to have
* darsan’ of their beloved Jeader. Women offered their jewels.
Large sums of mooey were given to Gandhijli. He made a short
speech n Engligh. It was translated into Telugu by Ramesam.
Ravi felt proud that day. hlore thao his father e enjoyed the
whole seene. Evervone in the villape said that Ravi's father
was rick. He came to believe that they wers indeed well of.
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His Father, being 3 Congressman, worked for the uplift of the
village. Most of his time was given to social welfare, especially
educating the villagers. He worked hard and had a good follow-
ing in the neighbouring vitlages. Ravi developed 2 wemendous
love gnd sdmirztion for his father. He was for him the great
hero in that village.

Ravi also rememvbered the day when his father was errested.
Rarmesam and his colleapites started picketing near the toddy
shops. They had an argument with the toddy keepers. The
soatter was reported to the police by the villege munsiff. The
next morning the Sub-Tnspector came with the police.  Already
the whole village had come to kaow of it. The palice camped
in the house apposite to that of Ramesam. The gentleman of
that homse came to Ramesam in the morning.

‘ Bir, the police have come to arrest you. I happen to know
the Sub-Inspector. So please go to some other village. [ shall
say that vou have gone to inspect your lands.” Ramesam had
lands in the neighbouring viftage. ‘1 can thereby get you ot
of this simarion’® he suggested.

Ramesam was slightly irmiteted.  He was with the movement
right from 1620, the year in which he burnt all his silk clothes
and took to the wearing of khadi, For ten years he had been
propagating the Gandhizn ideals. It wonld be cowardice now
for him to run away from the batle.  So he told the gentleman
politely,

* Thank vou very much for trying to help me. But I am
ready to court imprisonrment.”

* Burt your health, sir, is very delicate. Only on that sccount
I thought, I could plesd with the Bub-Inspecter. Or else I
wotild not have sugpested. I know full well your sincerity and
honesty. 1 dare not say anything more if it is going to be un-
pleasant end repelling to your'
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He left it ar that and Ramesam was fim in his views. Al
others, the Congress volunteers, who worked with Ramesam
were arrested.  But Ramesam was nmot ssked to appear along
with them, Meanwhile the situation becames tense. From all
the nearby villsges people came in large numbers to sze their
leader. The whole place was full of people. It was 2 grem

apvelty for then, Tt displeased them that a geatleman hie
Ramesam should be arrested,

But Ramesam was petting ready. By about evening when a
fresh contingent of police came from the town Ramesam was
requested to come to the opposite butlding.  He nnderstosd the
implied supgestion. The house was full of wornen. He was
about wo teave, Ravi went near him.  He could not stand the
sight. The very idea of separatior from his father unnerved
bim and he was choked with tears.  Equally so was the feeling
of Ramesarn. He ioved Ravi most. So he quickly lefr that
place lest he should bresk into tears. Ravi's brother was only
five, he did not understand what was happening to their fathee.
Rut Havi was disconzolate,

Oueside the villagers beoamne uncontrellable.  Thev staned
throwing stenes at the police. Ramesam addressed them for a
few minutes. Ravi could net go anvwhers near that plce
So he climbed the wall and saw his farher from: thar diseant
place. Slowly the procession moved on and the whele village
was full of gloom,  Hamesam was sent to prison For nine months
and he hzd to pay some fine. Those were glorious days, Ravi
thought. Congressmen of those days stood for sacrifice. Tost
of them lost everytning they bad, They did not mind. It was
2 tremendous movement, unprecedented i the histery of the
world, India was forjunate in having the Mahatma as the
liberator and = statesman like Nehru to steer the ship, Rawvi
was a great admirer of these two preat leaders.  Ramesarn was
not a politician, he was simply a Congressman,
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On his retwn from prison he had to face much of the financial
stringency faced by almost the whole worlé in the thirties.
Tavi had to be educated, He grew up to be & promising young
man, ambitious for learning and his father simply could not
satisfy Bim with all thar quest for learning. Far very often
he msed to tefl Ravi,

‘e have to take care of the family. We can't spend every-
thing we bave or you alone however brilliant vou may be.'

Ravi used to argue with his father and request him to give
him ¢he ful! benefiz of education. Ramesam found it difficult 1o
curb the genuine inverest of Ravi for smedies.  But at the same
time he realised it was bevend his means, and especialiy in the
last vears of his life he started feeling unhappy because he had
w gell away the lends thet were given to him by his faher, He
wag going down the steep hill.  But his generous nature was the
came. When he himself did not have money he used to borrow
from others and give it to the needy.  They never repaid and he
had to pay those amounts with interest. Ramessm never re-
fused to help others even if it meant risk for him. Especially
to the poor hoys he was very kiad. The ioage of the father was
always very high for Ravi. All the good work done by his
father to the viltagers had its reward. He came to the 18A.
fwo tears ago on 2 Fulbright fellowship. It was 2 podsend for
hirn and he interpreted it as the compensation for all the bene-
volent deads of his father.

Ravi's mother came from a good family. She happened to
be the daughter of 2 government officer.  She never forgot that.
She would always talk of her urban life. She did not very
much like the rural set-up and the agricultural background of
Rayi’s father, But she was 2z kind ledy and she was z firting
companion to Ramesam. She had a robust faith in herself and
she always inspired Ravi with ambition by telling him of her
father. ‘Whenever he went to his maternal grandfather's house
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he enjoved his stay. The grandfather always told Bavl that ke
resembled hirn.  Everytime he said that he felt he ought to
g0 up in life like his grandfather. But Ramesam did not very
much like hs father-inlaw partly because of the political
differences, Ravi's maternal grandfather was not merely an
officer, he was a scholar too, especially in Sanskrit.

That night as he lay in his bed thinking of ks pareats his
problem was how to il themn that he would like to marry Prem
who did not belong to their caste.  They werns eapecting much
from him. Would they accept his choice or should ke leave I
to them, he argued within himself.  Slowly he started sleeping.

Prem, slept ali right the moment she went to bed. But sud-
denly she got up. She could not sleep again. She could not
say that she was in love with Ravi, but definitelv she Liked him.
He was not like the common grouap she met very sften.  He was
of a scrious type, an intellectual and one given mere to reason
than to emotionalism.  She did not know how he felt about her.
Then there was her father, o very highly placed administrator.
She was the only child and especially after the death of her
mother she became indispensable to her father, It was a temible
tlow to her father when she had to come to the U054, He
yielded at last. In a vear or two ke would retire and naturally
he would like to stay with his daughter. 5o his plans about
her marriage might be different from her choice.  So she asked
herself whether she had any justification for choosing anvone
on her own as her partner in life.  She wanted to be helpful to
her father., Yet her own emotionzl iovoivement might go
against his wishes. Then how could she face such 2 confliet
in life, she wonderad. Yet unlike Ravi who believed in his
free witl, she lefr it to God. Bhe consoled hersslf thar God
would take care of her.

The next morning when Ravi and Prem met cach other they
felt all of a sudden a little shy and reserved. It was 2 strange

15



LOGR HOMEWARE

feeling for a minute, but then they were in their usual spirits
agam. Ravismiled and said,
‘T hope vou slept well. I was mostfy thinking of ty pavents.’
‘I too was reriinded of my father.’

The conversation stapped there. Ther paid the hills, they
moved oo, Prem requestsd Ravi to come with her w0 Denver
University.  He followed her,  He was introduced to her fricnds
in the Drama department. In face 2 play wos being rehearsed
by the time chev reached the university. Dr. Rogers was busy
dirceting and supervising the students. He was considered to
be good by his stedents,  He was of a friendly disposition and be
greeted Ravi warmiv, That night Prem and Ravi were invited
for dinner by the local Dmma Seciety.  Favi coald net be very
much mwerested in their talk when it came to technical terms in
the art of producing plays. Yet he could whole-heartedly
participate when the talk wias gbout Indiz. He was 2 stout
champion of India and being the son of & aincere parriot he could
not be othersise. He supported everything thar was Indisn,
He was aot blind to the lumitetions of bis country, vet he felt
that he shonld not expose his country to the taunting rermarks
of nthers. VWhen he cume back he eould be very critical, but
while he was there he wes 2 unofficial ambasgsador for his
country. The members put him searching questions abour
Gandhiji's pelicy of non-vialtnce aod Mehru's political philo-
suphy of neutrality. He zrgued,

* Gandhiji's creed of non-vigltnes is positive. It is mot
negative. It does not mean that opae should run away from
fighting. But one should abhor viplence.  Apnlying that ethical
idealism to practical polmics Nehrn propoundad the idea of
dynamic neutmality. It s non-invelvement only so far as we
are not interesred in jpining power Bloss. But owr freedom is
2 great responaibility and in its defence we do oot hesitate to
fight.*
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Most of these statements of (Gandniji and Nehr sounded like
vontiadietions to the outsiders bur thev suited the country zH
vight, "¥e have to maintzin our individualiy and Nehru
gives 2 groat image of ocur gountry that wav,” pleaded Ravi.

The dinner was over, Ravi was left a2 the Oin hotz],  FPrem
went back to her flat.  She promised to sec him the nest morn-
ing before he would gu to Menhattan.  That night Ravi thought
of Lal, one of the young men introduced ro him in the university
by Prem. He ¢id not very muck like him, He appeared to
be top westernized. He was non-serious and he was eutiing
jokes with Prem. He wondered whether he could be the friend
of Prem. Suddenly a jeatous feeling seized him.  Even though
he was just 2 casnal friend of Prem he conld not tolerzte znyone
¢lse being too near her or being too friendhy with her.  That
disturbed him for sometime. The next morning when Prem
camne to see him off the fimst question he put to her was about
Lal.

“VWho is that Lal? Yestenday itself 1 wanted to ask vou,
but we were very busv.’

She smiled.

*I hope your are not jeatous of him. He means nothing to
me, and perhaps le has no special fetling for me. He 15 the
frignd of everyone. He iz very sociable. He will talk itke that
with averyone. Mo girl mkes him seriousle.

‘T am glad you say that)

* Any way will it really matter to you? You are going away,
& may or may not meet again, It was a splendid experience for
me. I will never forpet it, but in your case it may be different.
You are an intellectual and these emotional entanglements do
not rmean much for you.?

‘Prem please do not say that. T am ford of you. .....
Tloveyow....."
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He held her hané and gently pressed it. She was tender
hearted. Hex eves expressed all that joy.  For coe moment she
could not ik,  She was enraptured.  As he still beld her hand
she leaned on him and looked at him with endearing looks. He
kissed her and she responded wanmiy.

‘1 am glad you love me’ Prem said,

Thep it was difficult for Ravi to lezve her and go away. He
.gould not extricare himself from the pleasurable feeling of being
in the compeny of Prems.  Bux his tvicket was booked. He had
to go. It was time for him to leave the hotel.  Fe paid the bill
and Prem zccompanied him to the smoon. In the taxi they
did not talk mueh. Yet ther seemed 1o he enjoying each pther's
nearness. LTheir hearts were o full of happiness thar their
lsoks communicated with each other all those innetinost feelings.
Words were unnecesssry. There were so many things to ik
about, but that was not the time. ‘The first inexplicabie com-
mupication of joy was Il that they wanted at that time. Very
scon they reached the atatipns. Ravi gave his address to Prem and
she gave hers to him,

‘Are you 2 good cormrespondent P! he asked Prem.

* How abeatt you ? You may be busy with vour research, but
vou should write 40 me as often 25 possible, or else T shail ke
miserable.’

‘I shall definitely write, and write frequently, Perhaps vou
ray be bored with them afrer some thme.”

* O never, it will never happen like that, When do we meet
fgain I’

Ravi paused for 2 mimute.

* As early as possible
The train cams on time. Bavi got mto the tfrain, Prem, spid
good-bye. As the train was moving she was still saying bye bye,
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And he was watching her.  She felt suddenly lonely. Tt was
a curious feeling. S3he onlv wished that she would see Ravi
again and all would be well. She went back to her flat with a
sad and hegvy heart. She repeated to herself several times that
Ravi would be toyal to her

The next morning when she wene 0 the universine the first
serson 10 accost her was Lal.  He was all smiles for her.

‘ Hallo Prem, how are you !’
* T am 2fl right " said Prem rather curtly.

‘VWhat has happened to your fricnd? Has he gone! He
seemns to be rather reserved, one of those old rimers, I suppose.
Maybe very steady, though.’

Prem did not szy anything, She moved on. Lal follewed
her.

* Prem where are ¥ou going '

* [ am going to the [ibrary.  How about you ?°

“ Ta the canteen. Why éon’t you come and have something
toeat?’

‘0, no, { had a heavy breakfast. I am not keen on eating
anything now.’

L.a] smiled mischievously, Frem was shghtly irritated.

" What makes you sraile 7

* Nothing."

¢ ¥au cannot smife for nothing,  There must be some reason
for your srolling.’

‘1 hope vou'll not be angrv. I think, and poets have said
s, when you are in love you won't be hungry.’

* Dion't be silly ' Prem spubbed him.
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Bhe walked fust and entered the fibrarv, He waighed her for
& minute and went to the canteen. She sard to herself that she
should not be Friendly with Lal, especially now that she was fond
of Ravi. Lal aiwavs tatked like that with every girl in & very
famniliac tone, as thougn he had lwen her hoy friend, So the
girls were sared of him. They would aveid him. He never
realized that he was shunned. e had a verv high opinion of
himslf and his good looks. He thought he was smashiagiy
wmzractive and talked 2z though he had a right o do s, Ina
sophisticated socicty appcarances had to be maintained. So
ni gitl could openly cut him out and that gave him the advanmge.
But no one ever bothered zbour him and tock him seriously,
They said he was 3 joker whereas he felt he was ke Lord Byron
with 4 dering look for women. The way Prem left him for the
library was not very much liked by Bim. He wanted to watch
her. In the evening as Prem was about to go he stopped her.

' Prere let us go to 2 pichure.’

*I am garry I can’t come ' sgid  Prem.

*You seern to be peculiar.  There is nothing wrong in coming
with me to a picture, | hope you are not engaged.’

* No ot exactly, but I [te Ravi’

Fal did net say anvthing for a minuts. He secmed 1o be
dizappainted.

‘That explaing your behaviour this moming. All right,
goad vening.”

He abruptly left her 2nd went away. She did not like ali
that fuse about nothing, She never gave hire any hope nor was
she friendly at all with kim.  What he thought of her or whether
he had any love for her she did not know and she never hothered
to know. It was therefore strange and even exasperating to sec
Lal Behave in such a manner. She could not understand in
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what way she had offended him. Any way she wanted o be
careful with him.

On the thivd day of Ravi's departure Prem expecred z letter
from him. She losked anxiousiy for it.  There was 1o sign of
it. Ske was worried. She even dsmusted Revi, she wrote 2
letter in 4 slightly irritated mood to Ravi and asked him to write
to her house address.  He wrote back informing her that he had
alréady written to her.  Apparently the first letter was collected
by Lal. She understood what 2 dirty trick Lai plaved on her.
A week later as she was going to the librarv Lal gave a letter to
her.

* I am sorry this was by mistake given to me by the postman
and I forgot to give it tc you. I hope it's in no way an urgent
one.”

He smiled mischievously and went awav. Tt was the lettor
from Ravi, he might have read it. Prem logked at him with
contempt, That was the first time she really hated anyone in
life. Bhe was s0 good nanwed that she Joved cveryone, Bur
on this occasion she could pot help hating Rim, at least for the
moment that was her feeling,

At the other end Ravi met his friends. They were all happy
to see Bavl back after his holiday.

* Any Inck man * jocetarly pat in Gupsa,

* I hope you had a good Hme ' coramented Sundaram,

‘How was your holiday trip® politely enquired Ramesh
Babu.
Gupta was all admuration for Ameriean life. He identified
himself with the customs and manners of the Americans. There
wias Ham who shortened his name to sound like an American.
They all liked Ravi even though they could not very much
apprecigte his Indianjsra, Sometimes they pitied him for he
could not enjoy life as they did.
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Ravi expluined to them that he had an exhilarating drive up
the Rocky Afountzins and he described to them the spectacular
sounery very cleverly avoiding any reference to Prem.  But they
wére curious o know whether there was any woman in his life.
H. invariably avoided any ik abowt women. S0 they alwarys
weased hio.

- Ravi what fun is there if you go all alone for 2 holiday.  You
chould have spme woman with you.! Gupta leeringly said.

‘ Pon't be silly © Ravi sad.

‘T mean it sericusty. Look at me. I am geming married
s Rosie. I will sertle down here.’

* Hearty congrztulations * Ravi said with mock politeness.

e have all decided to settle down in the TF.5.A. We wish
o convert you to our way of thinking.’

Gupta spoke on behalf of all his friends. They all nodded
aesent.  Thiz gave fum support to proceed with his theme.

“VWhat is there in India exccpt grinding poverty, squalor
and misery &'

“True, but there are many countries in the world that are
poor. Men and women do not run away from their countries
ont thag atcount.’

*Thoe= who have pluck and courage, they alene go ouf.
The othets remain zccepring Jife with resignation. Somerimes
thev explain this as philosophic conteatment or detachment
All this is nonsense. You corne into the world to have the best
of it, not for sufferiog.’

They all Iaughed, including Ravi. They all said,

*Theee cheers to Gupts zad his wonderfil advocacy of
materizlism.’

‘ Unfortunately India does not offer the facilites for ad-
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vanced rescarch work, The universides have vet to develop’
put in Sundaram. He was genuinely interested in research
work, He was o dedicated worker in Space Research. He was
afraid thar if he were to come to India all thet work would come
to 2 close,

*Everywhere in India there is corruption. It is sickening
The government offices, the business concerns, the aducational
institurions all seemn to be seething in the pool of corruption.
There iz 2 lot of nepotism. You can't expect any fair deal from
anyone. I would never go back to Indiz’ vehemently pleaded
Bamesh Babu.

“In Indiz very often there is no right place or opening for the
type of research work we wish to do.  For instance, the traming
we receive here in Foad Technology, Asronzutical Enpineering
or other branches of advanced Enowledge has no relevanes to
the employment opporturuties in India. We have to depend
mostly on the government. We are kept a5 peol officers or
pensioners, or sometimes if we have a good pull we become
admanestrators and all this research work will be 2 waste, a
colossal waste, So we mean staying here even though we too
love to be in our country " Ham arpued.

Only CGuptn insisted on money and the material comforts
wealth wanld give. Al others had different views on the matter.
Their motivation was mostly based on research and the oppor-
funities that were dented to them in India. BRavi [istened to
ther with patience and sympathy, He started slowly but deli-
berately.

" What you say is trte. Those who go sut, In any country,
aré the adventurous ones.  They are more than average. Their
mntslectusl equipment is greater than that of the others. So
they seek new paths, new pastures to graze.  But after having
fed themselves they should go back.

* Provided they are wanted * interrupted Ham,
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*Of course they are wanted. Especially in a d.eveiupmg
country there is always the demand for the brighter ones* Ravi
argued. '

*But the country does net want vs. There s the sense of
aligration.  Always a2l other considerstipns except merie wilf
weigh hesvily witl the appoiniing authorities.  The universities
that cught to be centres of leaming, that ought to accept the
bust in the country are now given to provincialism, casteism
and communaiismn’ Ham argued again.

*Whe i= responsisle for all this 7 We have to blame our-
sebves,  We bave to fight 1z out. What is the use of muoning
awuav from reality ¥ Ve become escapists.  Scientific reseapch
should be useful to society. It should have an zpplied bias. A
developing country cannot afford to spend much o pore re-
searci.  ¥ou have an obligation to your country, to your com-
mumnity. The work you de here, at least most of it, can be
done by others, unless vou heppen to be 4 nobel prise winner.
But in our country even this work will be far too wlvanced
Therehy vou will stimulate others and you open new hordzons
and new vistas of knowledge. At lesst you will shake people
cut of their complacency * Ravi pleaded.

' Whe will go and work for 2 peor pay in India, I won'tgo”®
put in Gupte

‘In this you art of course under z delusinn, Cupta, you
think you are gerring 2 bigh pay but the standand of living aiso
is very high. So m terms of purchasing capacity what you pet
is not much. If 7ou Jead thelife of an American you wan't
have il that zffiuence you are dreaming of * Ravi answered.

“Ravi we have sur own dignity, why should we humiliare
ouwgelves ! Qur degrees have no relevance in India. Very
often we have to be satisfied with some job that we don’t like.
We cannot put iz our best effort.  Qur souls becorme dmdcrud
after some time” Ramesh Babu pleaded
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*Bavi vou vourself will be disillusioned the moment yoa
go back to Indis. The training rou have received here will be
wasted  First of all it will Be a Herculean task to get eny place-
ment in India. It is such a vast country, vou will be drowned '
Gupta added.

P Al these difficulties may be there. We may not gt what
we want and what we deserve.  But by paviently putting up with
such sihuations for some time we may be able to catablish 2
climate of opinion favoorable to advenced research. A=
regards a fair deal, #t least once in a while meriy will be re-
cognised. Somewhere someonc will accept you. Moreover
2 an [ndisy vou have 2 right place in vour society whereas here
¥ou are an outsider.  Yeur ate 2n alien.”

“You see no longer a forcigner if vou accept the American
way of life in its totality.  You suffer fram peculiar compleses
and you pretend to be puritans. You miss much of the new
spirit.  You become lonelv,  When you are in Rome wno must
be Romans.' Gupta emphaticalty put ir.

All of them smiled 2gain.  This was not the first tinwe they
argated like that and this might not be the last time also.  All of
them wanted to return to Indis, dut they were not sure of their
futiire and often they were doubtful of the opportunines that
Indiz might offer to themn. Ravi had 2 greater sense of cornmit-
nrent to his country.

‘We should work for sur countrt however diseouraging the
circumstances may be.  One day through our efforts o greater
India will he created. We hme 2 grearer responsibility to onr
country in the senze that we have had the best trefning in a
foretgt country. I India loses a1l s bright sons it will be o sad
day for the conntry)’

They kept quist. They did not argue.  They realised the
validiry of Ravi's staterent but they had their mentsl reservations.
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‘ Let us go now and artend clesses” Gupta reminded them.

They got ready and reached the university.

For two days Ravi was unusuelly silent. His friends paticed
it, but they did not disturb him. He was left to himeelf. He
was expecting a letter from Prem. It did come but it referred
to the unpleasant episode with Lal and a request that he should
write to her house address. He wondered whether Prem could
stay i Denver with that kind of atmosphere. He wrote back ina
passionate manner, and if necessary he wanted her to leave that
plage and come to him.

But there was no such need. Lal was finishing his course.
He was poing back te India. So he came to Prem one evening
angd zpologised for his behaviour.

‘Prem, [ am going back to Indiz. 1 am somy if T have
offended you iz any manner. I didn't mean it but T wanted to
tease you. Any way I shouldn’t bave done it. T am sincorely
sorry for it.”

Prem looked at him unable w believe what Lal was saying.
Was he playing any trick on her or was be really going away, she
argued within herseif.  But courtesy demanded that she should
thank him.

*lat 1 am sorry if I said anything that upset you. Think
of me weil when you are back in India.’

1 could even see your father in Dielhi. 1 shall be going to
Bwelhi first, 1 reafly miss the Indian food. Our own customs
are dear to ua. We come here for a short stay.  We see new
things. We receive new ideas. But we have to go back and
serve oir countey.

This wis angther surprise for Prem.  She never expected that
Lal was capable of expressing such noble sentiments, This was
a new perspective.  She took him to be 2 fivolous person.  Bur
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she had a peep into his mind now. She saw he was different.
She respeoted him for what he satd.  Sha then ssw the inevtric
cable good and evll juxtaposed in man.  One could be angeiic
and beastly too. ‘Both the potentialitiez would he found in
man. She thanked Lal for his offer m see her father. ‘They
mostly talked about India, the songs, the dances, the busv-idle
recreations nostalgicalby,

The next leter she wrote to Ravi was full of praise for Lal
She explsined how she was towlly mistaken about him and
that ke was very soon going back tw India.  He falled to under-
stand how Prem could give diametoically opposite views about
Lal. Could it be that she wes not mature enough to under-
stand men, ke asked himseil. But Lal was going away, so why
should he worry himself dbout him. He ipnored the whole
thing and he treated it as a closed chapter.  He coudd look for-
ward to receiving Frem's letters without any intsrmission and
in the proper frame of mind, now that Lal's departure was im-
pending. He heaved z sigh of melief.

The [etterz from Prem were coming regularhy and he rea-
ponded promptly. Meanwhile he wrote to his perents it India
to know theilr views. He pleaded that his penerous father
should give hiro his blessings. A Few days later he received the
letter but it was disappointing. \While the father appreciated
Ravi’s fine sentiments about love and marriage he was not
willing to accept the proposal as Frem did not belong to their
caste. This baffied Ravi. He took it for granted that his
Father would zpprove of his choice. His father was noted for
biz secial reform. He conld not understand why in this case
his father should savy ‘no’. His father talked of traditionsal
values and attitudes towards [ife end how each caste would
cherish and nourish s own culture and customns zealously.
The lanpuage was fine and the ideas of his father were crystal
clear to him, But he never expected such z negative reply
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from his father, He thought he should sgain write to him and
convince hin that Prem was not to be equated with others.  She
was 2 class by hemself and wherever she went she carried tre-
mendous goodwill with her.  Above 2ll he found her to be his
best partaer in life. And life would be mesningless without
lier, he explained to his father. He waited for 2 reply. Prem
was luckier in this respect. Her father loft the choice to her.
So from her side there was no hitch.

One evening as Ravi was sitting in his room Gupta eptered.
He ohserved thar Ravi was not his usual self ever since he visited
Denver. Even his research work seemed o be a [ittle slow. S0
he ventured to ask Rawi

* Ravi what exactly is troubling vou? |You don’t seem to be
cheerful. Apv problem worrying you !’ quericd (upta.

"Nop, nothing. 1 am ali right.

¢ Don’t tell me man you ere all right.  You are not all right.
Something is weorrying vou, I know you are in love!

Ravi did not want to contradict, At the seme time he did
twt want to confide in Guptz, But Guprz insisted.

‘1 may be non-serious in certain things, but in matters of
love I can be trusted.  You may rely on me for {Tiendliness and
advice.”

Ravi wes 2 little more yielding than before.

‘Gupt I know vou we reliable.  The whole position is like
this. When I went for s holiday I met ene of our Indizn wormnen
stodviag in Deaver, We liked ¢ach other and by the time we
parted, we realised we were in love.  We wish to get married,
but mv father is dismolined a8 she dossn’t bedong to our caste.”

" That's the whole trouble wich these conventional people.
Conventions and tzaditions are afier zl] man made for the con-
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venienece and comfort of societv. Once they do not serve that
purpase we should discard them, not hang on w0 them ™ Gupts
lectured.

"0, 0o, oy [ather is enlightened. T have the greatest respech
for him, for his views and for his judgment. Perleps he has
taken my proposal 4s a fanciful affzir.  He mey be thinking that
time will cure me of this passion.’

‘ Maybe, that also s possible. When he realises that you
ars deadly serigus about this woman he may vield. Se write
again, you may succeed. But by all means go shead with your
love affair and get married 10 the woman vou Jove. I give no
credit for arranged marriages, 3y parents have not allowed me
to marry Rosie. But I don’t bother about their views.

“But § can't be so bold as vou are. My fove for my father
ie so great that I dare not offend him. I have to convince

1

him...." Ravi paused.

' Do by all means, but dor't disappoinr vour lady fove, that’s
my advice.”

He moved vat leaving Bavi ail by himself.

Ravi had to artend 2 very important lecture that day by 2
Senier Professor of the department. So he rushed to the
college, Luckily he was on titne, He was in tne Lectnre Hall
but his mind was given to sll thoughts about Prem. The
hour was over. He went to the {ibrary. Tt was no use. He
could not concenteate on anything he sead. He had a gool
game of tennis. He plaved for = while, had bath end felt re-
freshed to a cermain extent.  Fe came to his reom and wrote t
his father once again about Prem. Prem cume from
good faraily.  Her father was the Secvetary to one of the Mmis
tries in Delhi, She was the only daughter, He gave all thes
details to convince his father about the reasonableness of hi
aetiog.
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But things were taking a wTong tutn with Ravi’s father. His
participation and invohement in the Freedom struggle had
rendered him almost poor. Year after vear he started selling
the land his father gave him. He would not clear the whole
debt at one rime. [t was difficult for him to part with the land
he inherited. It was the best land in the village. Jt was bike
keeping oold in the bank. Any day it could be sold for the best
price. Sentimenta! attachment to the land prevented him from
selling it, but dire necessity compelled him to part with it. His
service to the village and kis generous nature to help the needy
no doubt were commendable but they did not give him any bank
balance. The family had to suffer privations and his health
alss was not all wo well. All these tensions and conflicts
deprived him of his pleasant optimistic cheet towards life. In
2 way he was hoping too much from Ravi. He wanted him tu
marty z girl from an afffuent family so that finansially it would be
a support to them, And then as he grew older he became
more conventional and was afraid of opposing the deep rotted
prefudices of the community. He was slowly leaming the
lesson of least resistance.

Ravi left India rmore than two years ago. He could net
understand how hurman beings would change with the tides of
time and become tame and submissive. Or else how could hes
famther change, be arpusd within himself. He remembered
<distinctly the fiery speeches he made in the davs of the Freedom
strupgle. He was robust in his faith and pronouncedly liheral
in his views. The way he responded to Ravi's letter made Ravi
think that perhaps age was telling on his father. Ravi was
not prepared to go back on his prornise to Prapo,  That was Hat,
he said to himseif, Bavi thought of his family, his brothers and
sisters. As the eldest of the ot he realised ke owed a duty o
the family and could nat isolate himself for the seke of his pure
and sirnple pleasures. But then he argued within himself that
rearrying Prem would in no way stand in the way of fulfilling his
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obligation to the family, Tn fact she was so good natured that
she might insist on his helping the family, he thought. Sleep.
came to him a3 2 relief, He dreamt of his viilage, his bovhood
days Full of cheer 2nd happiness. He particularly remembered
and liked those years of prosperity when they had rich, fertile
lands, The harvesting season, his supervision and attendance
on those occasions, the corm in the granary, the milking time and
the hullack carts—invarizbiy he would go to the fields in the
carts—all these pave to him a thrill and 2 pleasurable feeling.
Even though ke had been in cities and now in a forelgn country
he essentizlly belonged to the village. He had a simple, un-
sophisticated mind, etements] ir: its strength.  He still retained
the rustic simplicity in him. So ke subbornly resisted tempa-
tions of z vivilised Jife. Yet Prem had completely captivated
hirs, he thought. He did not know why he was so fond of her
buzt it was a fact that he loved her and longed to possess her as.
hiz partner in life,

The next momning Ravi heard from Prem. She wes going:
back te Indiz, she finished her snadies in Denver. She was
fiving from San Francisco. She wanted to visit 2 few countries
in the East, so she chose that route.  She asked Ravi to meet her
in 5t. Francis Hotel in the Union Square. He started im-
mediately. He went by train. The cross country Tip was
exhilarating, The beautiful landscape, the vast tracts of land
with wild fife, the uncrding steteh of blue sky as he watched it
from the observation car thrilled him. He sat for most of the
tine observing the glorious phenomera of nature, The tain
raoved on very fast and it locked 2= though it was rolling on.
He saw preen vegetatisn everywhere. FEepecially when he saw
tzll trees and majestic rocks in all their pristine glory he was
reminded of Tedia. He often said to himself that one day his
country too posstssing all the natural resources would be as
rich a8 America. He imagined to himself a state of blissful
prosperity for his country, The train helted and he realised
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that verv soon he had to cross the Bay before he would reach
the gitv. Nov one told him about it.  Everyone was proceeding
to the boat, he toe mechanzeaily gotin.  The Bay ares was very
imposing. Tt was breath-taking. From a distznce he could sce
the Bay bridge, the mighty gigentic one. He could albso get a
view of the Golden Gate Bridge, the world’s tallest and largest
single span suspension bridge. He reached San Framcisen.
He Jiked it immensely. The wezther was very pleasant, Ir
was early summer.  The ¢ty wus said to be nature’s air eondi-
tioned cicy.  As the taxi took him to the Union Square he said
to himself that he was poing to spend his time in the
most delightful fashion. He reached the hotel, he took a room
for himself. Prem had not yet amived. That gave him a
momentary jolt, Sut ke was told at the counter thar there was
still tirue for her to arrive. He had a wash but he did not iike
tn spend his time sitting in the room waiting for her. Thu
weather was so fine that it would be an insalt to nature if he were
to sit inside the room. He came out. At the counter he left 2
note for Prem informing her of his arrivel  The moment he
came out of the hots] he saw the beautiful green park. All
nature’s blessings seemed to be there with man’s innovaove
genius carving out underground parking below the surface of
the park.  All around be saw the theazre and shopping districts.
He felt he was in the right place. He started waiking, he was in
such fine spirits thet nothing deterred him.  He started olimb-
ing up the hill. It was slightly difficult bur he did it.  Onge he
reached the top he sterred climbing down and he was at the
Figherman’s Wharf. He roamed about, Then he found that
2 bus was taking the visitors round the city. He got into the
bus. It took him to the China town. He felt that there was
sornething oriental about the whole place. They were shown
the shops and the temples. The temples with all the ritaal
reminded him of [ndiz. The seenes did not create in him any
religious fervour but he watched the whole show with detached
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amusement and curiosity. To the westerners all that was noval,
But to him much of the temple worship was common knowledge.
The shops were full of curics, musical boxes preducing music
wnd sometimes even with little dancing girls dancing to the
tune of mmusic. The houses had the oriental architecturs]
designs.  Ravi got the impression that he was in the East and he
could visuzlise the fascination of the East across the Facific.
By the time he reached the hotel it wes eight and Prem arrived
already, He inquired st the counter and he rushed to her room.
She was quite relaxed and wes reading & novsl. Ravi tapped
at the door and she opened the dopr. He saw her for the first
time a few months ago at the motel. The whole scene came
hack to him with freshness and intoxication. Hhe watched
him for a minute, smiled and asked bim to come in.  He eatered
the room.  Prem was the first one to speak.

‘Ravi I am glad you have come. I wondered whether you
eould manage ir.*

‘Of course T could come® Ravl said.

* T thought I could spend two davs with you before I would
iy back to India.’

‘ 8o we heve two days to ourselves. Fine,” said Ravi.

“In fact T have a taste of this fascinating city already, Un-
like the other cities this place has an oriental touch. Ve will

see as tauch as we can. We are in for a grand holiday " Ravi
added.

* D, how wonderinl it is to be with you. These will be the
meet memgrable deys for me’

* How about having something to eat’ It looked as though
Ravi wanted her to be down to earth from the ecstatic region of
bliss.

‘Why nor we go out and eat somewhere 7
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* Yes, of course, we will go out ” Ravi said.

They both came out. They jost walked for a2 short while.
They found the theatres, the night clubs, the shops—all within
walking distance. ‘There were some Mezican cafés also. The
music was inviting, the rhumba and the samba tunes were thril-
ling. They entered a Café. 'They had rice and curry. They
did not like to taste the green chilly, lest it should be too hot.
Ravi paid the bill. They looked xt the shops, but they decided
not to purchese anything at that time, They just wanted to
strall about for some time window gazing. By the time they
reached the hotel it was half past nine. ‘They entered Frem's
room. Ravi wes z little hesitant bt she wanted him to be with
her.

‘Prem vou are lucky. You are going back to India. [ have
1o stay for a few months more.’

* Please finish vour work and retum to India sponm. Tt will
be difficult for me to be away from you® Prem pleaded.

‘1 think we both need. each other’s company. Nothing like
being together. Bt I have to take my degree before I come.”

* ¥es of course, you have to gpet a degree.’

X only I can submit my thesis within six moaths, it will
be fine. I am longing to be back in Indiz, [ think I am every
inch an Todian. Apart from my love and affection for my parents
I have & commytment to the country. [T feel that every Indian
who comes here for higher studies should go back and serve
his eountry,

Prerg smiled. She understood that mote than his aatignal
sentiments there was a personal interest also in his anxiety to
return to India. She reslised that Ravi was deeply in love with
her. Bat he did not say 2 single word shout their marriage.

‘Y hope vou have heard from your father' Prem inguired.
34



LOCE HOMEWARD

* Of course I have, but the first reaction is not very favourabie.
He has yet to be convineed about the seriousness of my pro-
posal. He thinks it is only a fickle fancy on my part.’

‘ Is it only that, or any deep rooted prejudice against imter-
caste matriages I

‘I don't think so. My father has always been & generous
person. 1 have the greatest regard for hirm. T am sure he wilt
like vou. You have something magnetic abour you. 1 ofren
wonder how wotnen can make or mar men.  The way they look,
sometimes lovingly and often coquemtishly, amuses me
Woman 5 the most heautifid creanion of God.'

Prem burat into lacgheer.

* Ravi I thought you were ooly a Mechanical Engineer. 1
never imagined you were so full of imagination.’

‘T mean it sincerely. It is the woman’s creative urge that
draws man to her.  He may be selfish, yet he surrenders him-
self to the woman through love and marriage.’

* As an intelectual perhaps the physical past of life may not
mezn moch for you.'

‘ Op, the other hand [ believe that unless you go through the
mill of physical life you cannot attain the Blissful end.’

* Of spirthual enlightenment you mean.’

‘ Yes the non-involvernent in wordly extanglements. Non-
involvement is @ gtadational process, that is attained through
involvement.”

¢ hope 1 shall be a worthy partner to Fou. I am proud of
you Ravi, I am ambiticus for you. I have written to my father
allfgbout yor”

*1 wonder what you have said about me. I hope you have
not painted me in glorious colours.”
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* Don’t you worry, I have told him what T should tell him.’
‘Your words baffle me. They are intrigning.’

f Mo, I don’t think 50, From my letter my father will know
that vou are a decent man, relizble and trustwarthy.’

"Prem you seem to be giving & conduct certificate to e
Ravi smilingly added.

"My father feels lonely. His own view iz that I sheudd
marry someope undetstanding and sympathetic, I am all the
world to him as I happea to be the only child. Especially
sfter my mother's death he has tended to be more dependent
on me. It has been a great wreach for him to send me to the
Btutes for these Fow months, My mother was 2 gentle lady.
She never tried to do anything that would displease my father.
They were a loving couple.'

Ravi understood the implied suggestion that they too should
be inseparable.

My father wwas extremely devoied to my mother. Brought
up in Fuch a comfortable home I long for & loving husband and
a peaceful home. I am heppy and contented for I hope to
have all this in 2 larpe measure In your company ’ she said,

« Peem was sentimental. Ravi was silent. She looked at him
forr 2 reassming answer. Mis silence intripued her. She
ci2ldn’t understand why he should be so detached

“ Ravi are you not sure of our marrisge ! ' questioned Prem.

* Of eourse we wiil get married the moment I come back to
India. I was only thinking of my parents, the simple Iife they
Tead and the Little little joys they have. Yours is an urban back-
ground, mine is = rural oge.  But I can see that your sophisti-
cation has not spoiled you just as my rusticity has not made me
& barbarian. The cultured family traditions in both the cases
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have given us the best. I only bope we'll keep up the traditional
values and make life plezsurable.’

‘Yes definitely, Life will be enjoyable. Anyway it's what
we make of it One must know the art of livipg. Life can be
unbezrzble if one doss not konw thar, I c2n b 2 verimble hell
or even a heaven.’

' Well we will make ourselves happy,  Iknow we can.  Prem,
vou roust be feeling tired. ‘Tomorrow we have a busy pro-
gramrne. [t us relax now,'

Ravi bade her gaod nipht and Ieft her for his room.

Bavi could oot sleep for 2 loog time.  The whole thing looked
like a drears. His father's consent was not yet given. But he
had promised Prem that he would marry her. He wanted te be
trie to his word vet he knew he could not displease his father.
The conflict raged in his mind but then he hoped that his father
would ultimately accept his proposal. That gave him comfort
and sleep overtook bim,

The moment Ravi left her Prem slept.  She felt happy and
cheerful. She had no tensions. She had full faith in Ravi and
her father gave his consent to her marriage with him. So her
mind was given to fruition. Sleep came to her like an intoxi-
cation. She dreamnt of a blissful Jife with Ravi.

The next morning Ravi tapped at Prem's door. It looked
2g though she just got up. Bhe was in her dressing gown.
With 4 beaming face she locked at Ravi. Her dream world
still haunted her and he figured mostly as a dream figure not
at a4 live man facipg her., Very soon reality dawmed en ber,
She blushed lovingly and sweetly, Ravi lpoked at her feminine
form dazed and stopefied.  All the igvelinacs and the freshoess
of the early momming sceme seemed to be solidified in her gentle,
gracefy! form and sweet smiles.
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¢ Ravi did you sleep well #°  She looked at him mischievously.
She gently touched his hand, * Poor dear, you feel lonely without
me,’ she added. He drew her towards him and kizsed her.
It was a gesture of love and affection for her. It also symbolised
the fruition of her dream. She was [onging for it and she had
by

Very soon she got ready and they planned to go to Berkeley.
She had z friend doing Ph.D. in Mathematics. She inwired
Prem to Berkeley, They reached her flat and they could easily
guess the Indian dishes being prepared, for the fine flavour
was everywhere. Suguna was from the South and she came to
Berkeley 4 year age. She was registered for FhD. as a part-
time worker, She had to do some tutorial work for the depart-
ment She received Prem with warmth and affection. Rawi
was introduced to har. Suguma felt happy and envied Prem
going back to India.

‘T wish I could also go back to India’ she said nostalgically,

Bt then there was a complicstion.  There was Baghu study-
ing in Berkeley. He was bent upon staying on. He had no
imention of returaing to India. He had already developed a
carious attitude towards India, Suguna was in love with him.
Bhe could not wriggle hemelf out of that situation.

Prem exphined to Suguna that she would get married to Ravi.
The three had Iunch. The food was tssty and spicy. Ravi
commphimented Supunaz for the excellent dishes she prepared.
They had ice cream a5 2 finishing touch to the lunch. The two
friends Prema and Suguna got busy talking. Ravi tock z back
and started reading.  An bour later Suguna suggested thar they
wioddd 2l go to Raghe. He lived in an apartment with some
other Indian friends. Tt was only walking distance from
Suguna's plaee. So the three walked to Ris room. Raghu
wzs all smiles when he saw Sugnns, and she became excited on
geeiny him. It was clear that they were in love with cach other.
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Raghu received Prem and Ravi cordially. He was quite
socizble. Only one thing Ravi did not Hke in him. Raphu
repeatedly stressed the poverty in India

‘I wouldn't go back to India. Tll get 2 good job here and
settle down in this country. What is there in Yndia, except
unempioyment and prinding poverty ?’

Ravi was hurt by his comments but he controfled himself,
Hsz added miidiy,

“ How can you be sure of your future ' Who knows vou may
get 2 good job in Tndiz ? In our coumtry also thers are persons
in good positions. With your good cualifications you cught to
be well placed even in India.”

Raghu did not agree with him.

*Who is bothered about merit in our couray ? All other
factore except merit will count. I am thoroughly disgusted
with Indizn conditins. I don't think I’} ever get a decent job
in India, So for me no more India’

Az he s2id that he was sad and pensive.  All that exuberance
was gone. It pained Ravi to see him metamorphosed so sud-
denly as all that. He understood that deep in his heart Raghu
bad tender feelings for his country, but only out of sheer des-
peration he was talking like that. But he also could not under-
stand why these persons, who were at heart willing to go back,
pretended to be settling down in the States. A cermin type of
bravade, a recklessness and an abandon, all mined together
perhaps worked on them, thought Ravi.

A minute later Ragho was his usual self again, byovant and
radiant, He ofitred to tzke them all in his car to San Francisco.
Sugunz was very much plessed that Raghu could give them a
lift. They started. He drove through the woods. It was 2
delightful drive, 21l the time talking, laughing and zmusing
thermselves. Raghu lefr Prem and Ravi ar the hotel. They
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invited Suguna and Raghu for tez. They ail had tea and then
it was time for Raghu to go back to Berkeley. In the evening
Prem and Ravi went out shopping. They had a ride in the cable
car. They went towzrds the Bay ares. They watched the
waves in the sea fascinated and thriiled. They observed the
heavy traffic on the bridges, The Golden Gate Bridge they
thought was 2 marvellous engincering feat.  Especially to Ravi
all these were of great interest. As 2n engineer he felt be shonld
build mighty bridges and dams, teme the Indian rivers, contrsl
the floads and bring presperity to the tearning millions of the
country. Such thoughts filled bis mind. Prem had more of
an arrist’s vision. ‘The mighty acean, the tatf rocks, the bemot-
ful flowers and the green vegetation all around, all remarkably
impressed her with the magmifivence of nature. The whole
place was clustered with Sidewalk Fiower Stands, full of fovely
chrysanthemums and zinniss of all hues. They rosmed about
for some time In the Golden Gate Park, They liked the
Japanese Tea CGarden and the Foreals of the Past.

The next day they visited Stanford. Stanford®University
buildings impressed them for mest of them had epen verandahs
unlike the closed {rontags for many other buildings in the other
campuses in the Staves.  Stanford reminded them of the Indizn
universities, That evening they wanted to spend in a quiet
fashion In the hotel for the next moming she was Sying to India,
For the first time Ravi became sentimental,  There was 2 soft-
ness it his tone.

‘Prem I hope you'll write to me repubarly. I should hear
from you or else I may go crazy. These two days have passed
plensantly, rather too quickly. As the hour of departure nears I
become unnerved. I wonder what'll happen to us. We can’t
look into the future.’

Prem took Ravi to be z cold intellectssl, but now she saw
him in his elemental passions. It was clear to her that he was
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playing 2 part of being indifferent to soft sentimentalism. The
cloak was off. The tendemess in am roused in her gentleness.
She knew he wanted 1o possess her so that ke could clzim her a5
his own. She surrendered herself to him end revealed to him
her supreme love, Their hearis beat in unison, their looks
ingled together in harmony. They felr they were married
that very minute itself and wished for unalloyed bliss. For the
rest of their lives they would be inseparable, ;indivisible, they
promised to each other tn sweer endearing tones. The night
wore o, Early morning Prem had to go.  Ravi felt the ¢bbing
of the flaod. With weary steps and 2 heavy heart he had to go
to Manhattan. For Prem there was the prospect of seeing her
father and going back to her country. ot for him a8 yet that
pleasure, that satisfaction, Ravi satd to himself. Prem and Raw
teached the International Al-port. Time was up. Lugpege
was checked. Prem vwas about to leave Ravi.  They embraced
vach other, She ching to him like 2 feader vine for 2 minute,
he looked at her passinvately and lovingly, With difficnley
she broke atay from him. Her voice was choked with tears.
She said pood-bre and kissed him. S:ll locking at him and
waving to ki she moved on. She got into the plane. The
plane togk off. Tt was a big plane.  As he watched it and as it
mounted high it lonked as though a gulf was created between
hirn and Prem. He wondered why that thought had eome 10
him, He told himself reassuringly that she would never dis-
appoint him, How could 2 sweert lzdy [the her be untrue to him,
he argued within himself. No, never, he repearmd to himself.
He went to 2 Café nearby. He had his breakfast. That gave
him some time to sort out hiz plans for his refum journey.
There was a train 2t ¢ zm. He could go by that train to
Manhattan. Back to his studies and the world of research,
he should finisk his work quickly. There was greater urgeney
pow that he had to be with Prem s early as possible. He
reached the station, purchased a ticket and set in the train.
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While dning ail these he was like an actor in a play. He was mot
fully awake from the world of love, He zaw only Prem and
none else.  As he sat in the train or as he moved about, at the
back of his mind thers was only the graveful figure of Prem and
nothing else. He felt he was day dreaming.  And Prera’s mind
was fll of visions—of idyilic bliss of the last two days and the
joy of meeting her father. She was locking forward to seeing
her father in Defhi. The plane amived in Delhi. It touched
the Palarn Ajrport. Prem’s father Murthi and Lal were there
ty receive her. With a gentle hug her farher welcomed her to
Indiz. La! with a broad smile greeted her. She wondered
how on earth could Lal be there like the invariable concomitant.
Especially the incongruous associztion of the young man with the
elderly fooking man amused her. Bhe smiled and =aid,

*Lal, how is it vou zre here 7 'What have you been doing in
Delhi #°

*I have my own business to take care of. That's why I
took 2 degree in Business Administration in the Btates. T am
doing fine.!

He spunded vary complacent as he said © fine .

He added, I saw your father the day ¥ came back to Delhi.
I told him all abowt you and my great regard For you as a gentle
lady, simple and ing."

Tt looked as though he rehearsed the speech before he came.
But she was in no mood to listen 10 his compliments. Her father
needed some company. It was good she thought that some one
was with him in her absence.  More than that she was not pre-
pared to visualice, She left it ot that. She moved on. The
customs formalities were over and the three drove on to Murthi's
building, It was one of those big buildings in Ferozeshah Road
with green lawns in the froot. The old spaniel recoguised
Prem. Prem patted her and gently stroked ber. She wagged
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her tail and followed Prem to Ber room.  Prem came hack after
a few minutes. It was time for lunch. It logked 2= though Lal
was staying on for lunch. She was amdious to be with her
father, she tolerated Lal at whe Airpert but she had no patience
for him now.  But nothing couid be done about it.  Her father
seemed o be liking Lal. The lunch was a simple vegetarian
one, perhaps to suit Lal. He was a strict vepstarian.  There
was got much talk.  Prem was silent.  Her father didn't like to
distwb her. Omly Lal now and ther venturad to talk.

*Prem how was everything, your trip through the Eastern
countries ! I think you stayed in Tokyo for & day. Did veu
simp in Hong Kong alse 7

She nodded, bt ahe didn’t like ta be drawn into conversation.

Then he added,

‘How is Ravi? DHd he sec you off in San Frunciseo 21

* O yes of course ' Prem said.

‘ How long would he stay in Manhattan !’

¢ For a few months more I supppse® was her non-committl
reply. Her father watched her uneasiness and geptdy inter-
posed.

*Lal, thank you very much for coming to the Airporr [
think we'd better give some rest to Frem. I shall ring you up
again, you can come and see us laer.’

Lal understood. the polite request.  He satd good-Lye to them
and left the house. Prem heaved a sigh of relief as though
Lal's exit was a good riddance. Murthi was a iittle puzeled.
Lail gave him the impression of a good friend of Prem., So he
allowad him to eome to the Airpert.  But Prem did not seém to
be very happy and pleased with Lal.  So he commented,

‘Prem, don’t you like Lal? ¥ thoughr he was your best
friend. The way he was praising you gave me that feeling, 1
may be wrong in my guess,”
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‘Lal is like that with everyone. He praises everyone,
especially he is warm hearted towards women. But no weplan
tzkes him seriously for he is a trifler.’

*'Prifier '* her father reechoed. ‘I took Lal to be your
ginpere friend. I am sorry if I have overestimared his admira-
tion for yom as fondness)

*He likes me ail right, I bave nothing zgainst him. He
used to be friendly with me m Denver and talk to me now and
then. But I never developed any arachment for bim. ¥ou
can’t trust a persen whe talks too much about his love and affec-
tion for vou.'

This was & new slant.  Hurthi rezlised that his daugheer
could judge for herself. She no longer needed his protective
hand. She could manage things for herself. He left it at that.
They talked zbout their family matters. The father toid her
ahout her cousins and uncles and the marriages that took place
in the family in her abssnee.  This brought him o the question
of Prem's marriage.

* Prem I shall be glad to see you happily marmied, the sooner
the better. The choice s yours entirely but I would fike to
have the murtiage celebrated before I retire.'

She seailed

' Diad, where iz the hurry ! Don't you want me 1o be with
you and take care of you in vour old age # 7 She asked smilingly.

Murth! was unoerved, His &ves becarne moist.

" Prera, I want you to be with me but how can [ be selfish ?
You Bave to marry someone and leave me one day,  You are all

the world to me, vou know that. Ewven then how can I stand in
the way of your happiness?’

*1 know how your love me. What you say 15 true, ot let
that day come when it should come. Why ask for it now 1*
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* True, but there should be some planning on cur part In
the final amalysis, it is God's will that prevails. There is 2
destiny that shzpes our ends. But human cffort has s own
Piace 1 the scheme of things. Nothing comes to vou unless
you wish for it acd long for it. God’s grace comes only when

buman effosrt has gone on in the sight direction, These whe
lpve God are blessed.”

Prem was sifent. The last sentence was steiking to her.
Tes vie should love God, but sometimes the Gods above would
delay or wait unti] the man collapses or foses faith in himself,
she said to herself,

Murthi wondered whether he said anything objectionable.
‘ Prem why are you sifent 7’

‘ Dad, did you zequaire all that faith in Ged ? Do vou think
thet the God you love is a just God 37

*Of course He is. He is fust and mercifl, OQur own ego
ot our own blued vision may not give us the right perspective
and understanding of His ways. We need not blame God for
any of our failures, The great God has made us divine,  Butin
our foolishress and selfishness we distort and disfigure our
divine visage. Even then His helping hand is extended 1o all
those who pray o Him!'

Prem felt that her father had changed, changed a lot duripg
these few months. He was a typical gavernment officer mostly
devoted to his work. Nothing else interested him. He never
spoke much. But that be should spesk now of God and man's
relationship with God was something she never expected from
him, Hewas considered to be a good sdministrator, rale minded
and highly conscientious. She expected him to have a cabinzt
mind with all details remembered of every file he studied.
Moregver be never talked to her in that manner on a footing of
equality and comradeship. Her srudy abrozd had given 2 new
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dimension to her personality and her father apparently noticed
it and accepted it. She was very happy to be received by her
father as a participant in his intellecrualism.  Musthu was on
leave that day. So there was ample time at his dispesal. He
was apyious to talk to her of Ravi but unless she chose to teli
him about him he did net want to Intreduce that topic. He
understood the delicacy in talking to her about Ravi, Sbe
wrote t0 him only once sbout Ravi. He did not know whether
they wers still friendly or anything had altered their relation-
ship. So he waited. It was July, it was a little hot and sultry.

Murthi said,

“Today it is a likle hot. [ wonder how it used to be in
Denver.’

Prem was roused from her slumber.

¢ Bxeept in winter in all other menths I had a fine time. Lot
of activity and good fun. The Drama deparfrment especially i
good. My stay has becn fruithel and pleasant. The people i}
met have besn nice to me. I have pleasant memories of my
atay.’

She smpped. But it locked as though she was eager to add
sorcething to what she stated. She checked herself. Murthi
thetght it would be a good opportunity for him to talk of Ravi.

PRI Y en s ' he watched her before he said anything
more.

‘ Yes, Dad, you were saymng something.’

* Prem sometime 2gn you wrote to me about 2 young man Ravi
whom vou met while you were on 2 beliday,’ He paused again.

¢ Yes T met him in Estes Fark.' She was not communicative.

‘ Yes whar has happned to him, when is be comieg back ? E
bope you are still friendly with him.’
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This moved her.  She thought she should no lenger keep her
father In suspense.

* Dad I wanted to tell vou all about Ravi z litts later. Bu
mow that vou have asked me I shall tell you about my association
with Ravi. Ravi is 2 fine, young man, culmred and hendsomes,
He comes {rom a good family very much respected in that areq.
The family upholds traditional values though of course it is
fairly liberal in its relationship with others. The father
especially is noted for his generous nmature. Ravi seerns to he
greatly attached to hus father as much 2s T am devoted to vou.
I am fond of Ravi and he loves me. We wich to be marr=id.
His father has not vet given him consent for he is aot of our cste,
Burt he hopes he can persuade his father to accept his choice and
Hless him. I expect you'll agree to this alliance.’

Turthi slowly added,

* Whatever is agresable to you is acceptable to me. T have
given you full freedom in the chaice of your partner, Only
choose well and be happy.”

Prem was sgain struck with the concluding semtence. At
every stage her father was concluding like an oracle. She
wondered bow he acquired all that wisdom In those few months,
He did not acquire it, it wis there with him. Tt was based on
his experience of men and matters of life in fis totafity, He
never talked to her in such z free end friendly manner as he dig
that day, In those days ke considerad her to be imoatore,
Mow she had grown in hiz estimate, s0 he was prepared to share
with her his thengbts or acrumulated wisdoro 28 it mipht be
called,

‘Dad 1 know how you feel abet my love and affaction for
PRavi. He is not that type of voung man who is flashy and
flamboyant. He is # steady, young man, quite balanced and
tharoughly dependable.’
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‘| 2m plad you sav that” He did not spund very enthusiastic
of cnérgetic 25 he said thar,  She understood that her father wa
trying to be polite,

¢ Any way Ravi can come orly after finishing his Ph.D. work
He is taking = Doctorate degree in Mechanical Engineering,
quite 2 tough job. Bat the progress is good and he hapes to
finish his wotk on time. We may expect him after sis months.”

* Don't you think it’s to0 long 2 period to wair?’

*1Well, it czanot be helped. T am in no hurry to get marnied.
Y want to be with you 2= loag 25 I can.’

‘ Thac's ail right. Are you sure that Ravi's father will atlow
him to be married to vou? I am only worried about thar
You saw Ravi only by seeident. It mav be called love at first
sight. But it has to survive the test of time. The period of
separation is the orucial west

* X think ours will be 2 happy mamizge snd all will be wall.”

*Let us hope s, Yo relax for some time, Have 2 look at
the garden.’

Premn moved sbout, strolled in the garden. Her thoughts
were naturelly given to Havi

Two or three times Lal saw Murthi while Prem was away
in Denver. He gave him 2 detorted version of Prem’s fascl-
nation for Ravi. On one such occasion he accosted Murthi,

*Good morning. I ame just going oo my offce. T thought
I could see you for a few minutes. How & Prem ! When is
she coming back

! Prem 1s getring on well.  She says she will be back in two
opnths.”

* I hope she does not bring Ravi also with her,”

! What do vou mean ?* mguired Murthi.
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‘ Vary strangely she developed z fascination for Ravi., She
sz him only once. I wonder how she could get any idea of
hirt, She Is the onlv daughter to vou. Vho knows Ravimay
be interested i her weaith. One has to be careful in these
marters.”

‘1 quite agree with vou. 1 hope she will use her discretion
in the right manner.'

‘1 am fot 30 sure zhout i, I Enow Prem, We used to go
out very often to piorgres. I was fond of her, [t was 2 reversal
of values altogether when she chose an unknewn man, almest 2
stranger, instead of the one who admired her. I didn't want to
be rude fo her even though I made it clear to her thar T was not
happy about her choice.’

‘Lal I really cannot say anything. Iy only hope is that
she will do the right thing, She is very intelligent and capable
of dealing with others. She has managed this bouse for two
vears after the death: of ber mother, I should say she has done
it wall. I hope she will not allow her sentiments to overmaster
her.

*Yes true. She should mot allow herself to Tbe swaved by
cmotionalism.  An educated girl like her should wse her resson-.
ing power.’

Murthi did not liks the suemming up of Lal. Would 1t mean
that her reasoning power shoutd be exercised onlv in the shape of
choasing Lal *  Ridiculous, he thought. Al the same he was
polite to Lal, told him that he was in 2 hurmry to go to the office..
Lal left him for that time.

A second time Lal carge to 3Murthi. He inguired about
Prem's coming, He wss told that she would be back within a
fortnight. Le} promised to come to the Ajrport, He added,
T wrote to some of my frends in Kansas, They say that Ravi
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is 2 proud man, too sure of himself and not prepared to accept
the views of others.’

The prospect of having such & person 29 his son-in-daw chilled
Murthi, He wanted someone who would be friendly and
favourably disposed towards him. From the werds of Lal he
dmagined Ravi to be an intellecteal snob, a prig. He was a
lietle diszppointed with the choice of his daughter. On the
other hand Lal impressed him as 2 frisndly type, a commoner
with no pretensions towards intsllectuzlisrn and rarefied exis-
tence.  He was humane and he was prospering well In business,
Perhaps such a person might be more desirable for Pram, Murthi
thought. 5S¢ he encouraged him to come to the Alrport. But
the cold zeception Prem gzve to Lal cast some doubts as regards
hiz wisdom in championing a lost cause.

Prem was relaxed and felt fine. She took charge of the house,
Bhe supervized everything and at dinoer time she was the minis-
ttring angel to her father, Murthi was very much pleased. He
prayed to God that such 2 dutiful girl should have the right
person as parmer in fife. Prem slept in her toom, slept well
and thought of the good ofd days when her mother was alive
and she was fondled by her. Her family ties were deep rooted
and within 4 narrow range. As the lonely child of the family
she received all the affection of her perents and all the comforts
of an affluent home. She grew up to be a good natored girl,
tender in her affections and loval to her parents. The few
monthe zbroad only gave her a wider knowledge and 2 richer
erperience but she was still the same girl fond of her father
=0 gnxious i serve him,

Within a week Prem's friends came to know of her return.
They started coming to her.  Sarela, Vimala and Swapna visired
ber on 3 Sundzy mornimg.  They stayed till lunch time. They
were gl sophisticated. They were quite modern with bobbed
Eajr, lipstick and peacilied evebrows, They were polished,
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wrhane and pretty. They were Prem's friends and they were
all curious to know =zbourthe American universities. They
heard spity stories of daring and of romance. They wanted to.
check the verscity of those accounts with Prem.  She was
Friendly and gave a detailed account of the American social life,
their customs and maoners. She particulady stressed the in-
formality that prevaifed in the ¢lass room. 3She praised the
freedomn given to the students in discussions and semivars.
They all said they would like to go abroad and longingly looked
forward to that dzy of emancipativn, 25 they called it. They
left her with cordial greetings and feelings of affection.

Prem received a letter from Ravi in the first week of her
stay in Delhi, The letter was full of sweet memoties of their
stay in San Francisco. She read the letter several times. She
was pleascd with every seatiment expressed therein, She told
her father about Ravi's Jetter. He wes happy to hear thar
everything was shaping well. A month passed, there was ne
letter from Ravi. She wrote to him within that period. There
was no responze.  She did not understand why Ravi was silent.
Her father too was wortied.

Lal marned up one day.

‘ What has happened to you, Lal 7 We dida't see you for
nearly 2 month ™ Murthi asked.

‘1 had been to Bombay and (Calcutta on business trips. |
was away., L came back to Delhi only yesterdzy. [ wanted to
see you both * Lal said. .

“It's very nice of you to have come. Somehow wie haven't
heard From Ravi for the last one month. [ wonder why he
does ot write.  Perhaps he is busy with his research work)

* Don't tell me that he is so busy with rescarch work. You
know the world. These young rmen who fall so suddenly in
love are mot to be trusted.’
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Frem entered the drawing room while the two were talking.
“Fhey became quiet as they saw her,

P What ware you talling of 7' queried Prem.

" O nothing in particular. Lal tells me he has been away,
g0 he couldn’t come and see us earlier.

It does not really matter.  Anyway it's Knd of Lal to see
s now and then ' Prem added.

She said she would bring coffes, she left them.

‘Prem doesn't scem 0 be happy. 1 hope she'll verv soon
hear from Bavi and all will be well’ Tal said.

‘1 hope so " sard Murthi mechanically.

Murthi’s faith in Ravi was gradually being shaken partly
becanse of the indifference shown by Ravi towards Prem. Lal
was gaining steadily in his estimate. When Prem came back,
the two saggested that in the evening thev would have a drive
towards Okhla. Lal szid he would take them in his car. She
did not see anything wrong in golag out with her father. So she
agreed. Lal was jubilant, He promised to come by g in the
evening. They szid they would be ready by that rime.

Things were taking a diffevent mm with Ravi. When he
went 10 San Francisco he did not tell his Professor. By the time
he came back nearly a week wes over.  So he found ic awkward
to explain to the Professor about his absemee for a week. He
himzelf folt guiity even though the Professor did nor refer to it
atall. Being a sincers student he felt it wrong to go away like
that. Then thete wes the letter from his father. It was icy
wolil.  The father was not prepared to acoept the proposal,
He did not see any ressonableness in Ravi’s action. There
were equslly intelligent and aducated girls in their own caste.
50 he could nat very much appreciate Ravi’s infatuation for z
stranger.  Especizlly when his family wes finzncially erippled
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and when Ravi could be of real use to the family 7 wes sheer
folly to disown his duty and run sfter illusionary shadowy
nothings. 5o Ramesam took a very ushelpful ettituds.  With
these problems on his mind Ravi was slack in his work. He
did not meake the progress ke should have made, Rarmesamn also
hinted to Ravi that by the time he camg back some of the
ancestral lands might be sold.  He did nor particudarly like this
sspact.  Somehow they should retain the property, they should
not lose it. That wis his view. As the confiict raged within
hira be neglected writing to Prem.

Guptz entered bis moom one evening.  He was the only person
who knew of Ravi's fondness for Prem. He himself had his
love affair with Resic, It was coming 1o 2 stage of fruition.
5o he was in a cheerful mood.  He was a ttle taken aback when
Le saw Ravi.

* Ravl what is wrong with you: No letters from Prem '

‘ Mo not thar way.  In fact 1 didn't write to her for the last
ong month.”

‘Bo everything is over. [ am sory for you. Bemter luck
next time,’

Despite himself Ravi laughed. Gupt's cheerful spirits
momentarily roused him from ghoom.

‘Gupta T am thankfid to you for your advice.  Bur the fact
is that Prem and Ilove each other.  But my father is not happy
ebour my choice and I do not wish to do anvthing that may
dispiease my father.”

‘0 L2ee, conflict in duties, primary obligation and secondary
obligation, which should come first?  Naturally primary obli-
gution takes precedence over secondary obligation. Bur the
question is what Is primary, what is secondary.  To 2 lover the
primary obligation is towards his lady love. Take Antouy, his
first preference is for Cleopatra, not for his Roman empire.’
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* Wonderful argument * Ravi [aughed, and added, *But you
know there is 2 loophole in your argument.  Antony had 2 tragic
death oaly because of the veversal of values and topsyruryydem.

¢ O don't tefl me all that. Shakespeare was in an awful mood,
50 he made it 2 oragedy.  If be wanted, he could have given a
happy ending.’

‘Ravi 1 am seriously telling you to emulate my exampile.
1 get matied to Rosie aguinst the wishes of my parents, My
father threatens to disowe me. My mother pleads in gentle
tones that T should cherish and nourisk the hopes of the family,
But I ask them why my marriage should be an obstecle to my
helping my family.’

" Of course the question of conventions will come.  In Indian
sogial conditions such alliances may not be favourably viewed."

¢ A2 if others do not have anything else except to watch us,
Al this is old feshioned, Ruwi. I tell you honestly I have found
Rosie in no way different from the Indian women. She is
modest and very belpful to me.  Her parents are not very happy
about her fondness for me.  But they hope that she may got be
seripus zbout i+, They teke it as youthful ardour, a hit of Hir-
tation, nothing more than that. It will die a pateral desth,
they think.'

‘ Perhaps it may " Ravi said,

 Nomsense man, it can never happen. The stars sbove may
po down bur not our love. It is sacred, inviolable. Nothing
cam stop it

Gupts was ¢ lile eraotional.  He loved Rosie to madness.
He had met her 2t ¢ dance hall.  Evervone was dancing.  Rosie
was a little detached. It locked as though she had no partmer.
Gupta ventured to go to her,

' May I have the pleasure of dancing with you i’
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*Of course you can’  He took her gently round the hall,
She realised he was good ar dancing.  They did 2 walts. There
was & break, Gupta brought s few sandwiches and tea for her.

* Are you etudving in the University ¥ asked Rosie.

* Yes 1 am specializing ip medicine. 1 come from Delhi, [
took my first degree from Delhi University. I am now working
for 2 postgraduate degree in medicige.”

‘T like doctors. I myself wanted to go for medicine. I
ended up with a degree in Home Science, Not bad for 2 woman
but nothing like belng 2 medica.

‘I am glad you say that” The dance sterted again. The
dance Hoor was full. Young and old, men and women, danced
merrily. The music was pleasing and the dance wus exciting
especizily to GGupta and Rosie. He held her tipht. She did
aot mind.  He became a little bolder and started complimenting
her in a whisper.

‘You loox fine. You dance gracefully and elegantly, It
is a pleasure o dance with vou.’

She wes pleased, immensely pleased. She nestled closer
to Guptz. Heembreced her.  The lights were off for = minute.
He kissed her, She warmly responded. At the end of the
dance they moved out. It was too stuffy inside or perhaps they
were so excited that they wanted some cool breeze.  They left
the dance hall. They started walking. On the way they saw a
restaurant.  They entered. It s selfservics. He asked
Rosie to be seated at a table and he himself broupht & few cakes
and t2a. She looked at him lovingly. She was holding his
hand gently undernesth the wble, This was a novel experience
for him. Bhe started talking.  She tried to pronounce his name
correctly,

‘Gup..... ta, is it a swmame or 2 Christian name ! she

asked.
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* It's a surpame. My Christian name is Remesh.”

“ Can 1 call vou Ish 7 1 think that is much essier. Ish, how
many wives can an Indian have i°

*1What a silly thing to ask ? ' Gupte smiled, and added,

¢ A pan can have only one wife.”

*Ish are you marvied ?7

' Xo, not yet.'

* Are vouz kten on getting matried only to an Indian 7°

‘ No not particwlarly, T marry 3 woman whom I love. I
don’t belisve ip arranged marriages.

‘ Iz it possible for an Indian to fall in love with a foreigner ?°

Rosie sounded silly again.

“Why not | For instance take our case. We speak the same
language, we understand each other. What hinders us from:
loving each other?’

*Nothing.' She kept quiet.

Gupta paid the bill. She agreed to go wrth him to 2 picture the
next day. She promised to mect him at the picture house at
4.00 pan. Gupta bade her good night and reached his room
in high spirits.

¢ That's how the love started’ he told Ravi. Ravi under-
stood that Gupta had greater pluck and courage to defy his
parents. Gupts was westernised wherezs Ravi, coming as he
did from 2 mural set up, was mostly conventionzl.  He coold not
flout traditional velues. At the same time he could not take a3
bold step in deciding to marry Prem.  In that mood of indecision
af Tagt he wrote to Prem, but the letter did not refer to their love
at all. Tt was z letter written by a friend to 2 friend.  Ftaur-

prised her and distressed her.
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A few days later Gupta came apain.  He told Ravi that be was
gerting his roarriege registered. and that Bavi should come a5 a
witeess to the Registrar’s Office. Ravi saw Rosie for theiist
time, He thought she was prety and good logking. She was
tallish, slightly tller than Gupta. She had a delicate charm
and she was lovely. She was z lintle non-serious but perhaps
In matters of love she could be steady. Her parents were pre-
sent.  Even though they opposed her choice in the heginping
graduaily they were won over by Gupta’s plessing manners.
He cultivated the typical yankee style and his brown complexion
wis 0o longer brown to him. To fact he did not see himself
25 2 dark rnan. Rosie had become dark or he beearoe white.
Love transcended the limitations of colour. Human nature
was the same, the elemental passions of hurnanity, the passionate
longings, all, ali were the same no matter whether one belonged to
the white race, brown race or dark race, Gupia thought. He
invited his Indian friends for dinner. Ravi was the chief friend
for him. He was the second to the groom. At the dinner time
there was good fun and Rosie enjoved herself in the company of
the Indians tremendously. She became Indianised. She
wore & sari and looked beamtiful. Her fair skin Jovked fairer
with the sari on. Gupta felt prond of his choice. Hewasina
libaral mood. He advised all his Indian friends to get marmied,
preferally to the forefomers, so that international relationships
and world citizeaship might be established. He did not sup-
port, in thet mood, any namow nationzlism. He condemmed
#ll such petty mindedness, His friends ¢njoved the dinner as
well as his stimulating tatk. They all said *thres cheers o
Gupta and hi= internationalisrn.’ They all parted in good
cheer bidding good-bye to Rosie and Gupta,

The marriage of Gupts with Rosie was sensational arnong
his friemds. They wondered whether he would be happy with
Roaie. The next evening Gupta came to Ravi
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* Hallo Ravi, how are you ?°
* 1 am all right, thank you.”

*You won't be alf right unless you get married to Prem. I
tell you, you defy youwr parants and marry Prem.’

‘I lack courage.”
* It only means you sre not in love with Prem.  Or else how
can you be s0 detached A true lover brooks oo oppoartion.”

Ravi did not choose to say anything.  He was thinking within
himnzel{ whether there could be any truth in what Gupta said.
Perhaps he was not so warm bloeded as Gupta.

* Pavi you come with us tomormow for 2 picture.  Rosie would
lika to have vou for tea, Hope you'll come.’

Ravi agreed to go with thern te a picture.  Gupta lefe him.

An hour liter Ramesh Babu, Ham and Sundaram came to
Ravi’s roore.  Ramesh Babu bad nearly finished his work. He
was working for 2 Ph.T). in Food Technology. He had his own
serious doubts zbout the job opportunity for a subject of thar
type in Indiz. However he was prepared to rerumn to India and
try his lock, Sundaram wes commitied to Space Research.
He wranted ta e in the States,

*Ravi within 2 month Tl be gomg back to Indis. The
prospects of gemting a job are disn, but I have decided to go
back * Ramesh Balbye said

T amn gald you have taken that decision. Persons like you
would be of great help to the cowntry.

* As if the eouniry needs us* ooldly commented Ramesh Babu.

More than auything he hed o go and see his parents. His
father znd mother wers pretty old. They were anxious to
have him back. He was the only son to them, 50 he had to go
and tgke care of them in their old age. They were in 2 wmall
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village where fnedical help also was not much. Therefare he
100 was worried about them. But Sundarem had no such com-
mitments. His elder brother took care of his mother and
sigters. He used ‘o send money home regularly. He was helpful
to thermn in that marner.  But his retum fo India was wncertain.

‘Ravi T am not going back. Iam a dedicated scientist. T
want o win international renown.  That will aot be possible if
I come back to Indis. So I have decided to stay on.  As long
as 1 can be of some finencial help to my family they ay not
pressurise me to come back. Se far so geod.  Let us see how
things wilt develop. At least 'l star s long s I can.’

Bavi saw that Sundaram was committed to scientific research.
It was not like the emotional entanglement of Gupta with Rosie
that would bind him to the States. He was an Indian in al
respects.  He was not crazy about western life, nor was he toe
much sophisticated. Vet his love of research and his aspiration
to be renowned aft him with no alternative.  He had o stzy on,
it was almost an imperative, He would be z lngs to India
Ravi only hoped that sne day Sundaram would come back
because he was not & slave to westemn life as Guptz was. 3o
there was hope. Ravi thought that Ham would renrrn to Indis
gs he had no definite coramitment to stay on. The four reached
a Café, They had tea. Ramesh Babu said good-bye to Ravi.
Ham and Sundaram said they would meet him again.,  They had
no idea of Ravi's Jove affair with Prem.  So they did not intro-
duce that topic.

That evening Ravi had to go to apicture with Rosie and
Guptz. He had to go to their flat apd have tez with them.
Rosie and Guptz were ready to receive Ravi, He was on time.
Bosit served tea, They could help themselves to sandwiches,
cakes and biscuits, that were ket on the table, Ravi was 2
little shy in the company of Rosie. But Gupta made him feel
at home,
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* Bavi you are oo good.  Eat well.”
Then he trned to Rosie and told her,

‘ Look here Rosie, this man 35 in love with Pram. He met her
while ke was on a holiday in Estes Park’

‘0 how lovely ! It must be good fun. How romantic and
thrilling I Ves go on, teil me’

Gupta loocked at Ravi wondering whether he would take up the
narrative and proceed. Ravi was feeling awkward. He didn't
want hiz fove affair o be discnssed or talked about. He felr
it was sacred, he gave to his relztionship a certain solemnity and
prace.  Sp he did not like to szy anything,

*Prem s now in India. Ravi has =z terrible confiiet—his
lIoyalzy to his father and his love for Prem. His father does not
Like his cheice ' Gupta talkitd on.

* Q) what a shame. I am s0 very sorry for you Ravi. You
shtould get married to the woman you love.

‘ Resie don’t you think I am wonderful #* Gupta ventured to
COmITIEnt.,

“Yes you are wonderful my dear’ she leoked lovingly at
Gupma

ATl thiv was to 3 larze astent infleencing Ravi. He wanted
to be firrn and to be true to his promise to Prem,

I think Fil pet married oo Prem when I go back to India.
Ar present I don't want to be bothered about these problems.
1 want to work in peace for my degree.’

" But my dear man you are not havicg peirce, even though you
try to deceive vourself by saying thar you'll have peace* said
Gupita. .

They moved on to the picture house, Rosie was all the time
leaning on (Gupts and was helding his hand. Ravi wondered
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why he had come with thern. It looked as though they were un-
mindful of him. He did not exist for them, nor did others in
the picture house. They withdrew into & wor'd of their own.
Ravi did mot very much enjoy the picture. He was not very
keen on seeing pictures, He came anly because Gupta invited
him. He did pot want to displease him,  As they came out
from the picture house he left them and returned to his room.

The love making of Resie avd Gupta did bave a stinulating
effect on Ravi.  He thought of Prem and the delightful davs he
spent with her. Even though be was not passicnate by nature,
in that mood he wrote & warm letter to Prem.

There was up letter from Ravi for a month. Lal 200k Prem
to a picture. Her father also went with them. It was a moving
picture with lovers being separated, misurderstandings taking
place and ultimately getting reupited. Al was well fowards the
close. Prem hoped and wished that her own Jave for Ravi
should have fruition and there should be 2 happy ending to her
love mmd romance. The next day Ravi’s letter came bat it was &
formal one, it did not refer to their love, She was a little dis-
appointed. Murthi asked her,

“Is that 2 letter from Ravi? When is he coming back 37

*Yes it is & letter from Ravi but enriously enough he does

not refer to anything that is personal.  He talks of weather and
studiea, & very impersonal letter, 1 should say.’

* I wonder what he means,’

‘I do oot kaow ' Prema said evasively.

Lal understood that all was not wetl in the family. He was
trying to impress Murthi as an eligible groom for his daughter.
Murthi indirectly encouraged Lal to come and talk to Prem.
She too did not object to his visit as they revived her drooping
apirits. Moreover Lal was a pleasing companion though he
ruight be an unsteady lover. So she saw no harm in talking to.
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hitn or in going out with him oceasionally. She did not have
any positve dislike for him even though she wouldn't like to
take him a9 her lover,

Another menth rolled on. Ravi's second letter writien im-
medistely under the influence of the romantic love making of
Rosie and Gupts was more to Prem's satisfaction.  He had come
up to the standard of & lover with passicnate urpes and solemn
proraises of love. He messured up te her imagination of
a parmer in Jove. She was heppr and elated. She told her
futher that Ravi would be back within tws menths. Murthinnder-
stood that she was temribly fond of Ravi and that her moods
churped depending on the recsipt o nen-receipt of letters from
Ravi, Lal came that evening with guste imaginipg himself to
be progressing well in his relationship with Prem. She was
extremely happy, not so much because of Lal but because of
Bzvi's Jetter. It was 3 curious state indesd,

* Lal T have gome good news to tefl vou.
‘ Yes tell me.’

“Ravi has written 1o me & wonderfial letter. 1 am tremen-
derasly happy, T want you to share with me my joy. Shall we
wzlk towards Indiz Gate ¥'

Prem was so full of energy that she wanted to go out and see
others enjoving themselves. On other davs she did not very
much like the lovers gaing sbout hand in hand as though the
whole world belonged to them. The letter gave her such 2
thrill that she wanted to be in the midst of such busy idls people.
But Lal was stunned. He never thonght that things would take
such o turn. It looked es though he wes thrown from the
summit of a ladder. He wanted to go sway immedistely. He
excused himself. He said he had some other engagement and
Ieft the house jeded and disappointed. She did not mind his
going away 5o abruptly as all that, Especially in that moed of
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elation she did oot want to disturh herself. Lal meant nothiog
for her except that che used him as a time server and he flattered.
himself to be her lover. Prem wrote back to Ravi lovingly and.
all seemed ta be well

Ramesh Habu came back to Indie. He had to attend an
interview in Delhi, So he came to Delhi. The firet inverview
Le had was a poor show. The interviewing committes did not
take to him kindky,

It was 2 motley group, Some were government officials.
One was an expert. The Chairman was an elderly type of
person.  One of them perheps was ¢ peychiatrist who was.
sileatly watching hinr, 5o he guessed that he should be of
that category. The questions they put had no relevance to his
arez of specialization. Apparenty they seerned to be of the
view that narrow specialization was umbelpft in 2 developing
country, Ome had to possess wide interests and comprehensive
knowledge so that one could play different roles on different
poeasions.  He should be z mighty Colossus. They did not
very much like the PhTbs.  They thought that they were of no
use in = fagt moving society. Perhaps in 2 developed county
they would be all right, they thought. As sgainst Ramesh
Babu they preferred an 3.8c. from Delhi who already was
working on a temporary basis in the ministry. He had to be
pushed np. Ramesh Babu was a foreigoner, at least for the
time being ke was considered to be an alien. The mterview
gave hitn a jolt, He understood why so many of his Indian
friends were reluctant to come back. It was a sad experience,.
hat he had to put up with it. There was no escape from it.
His family cireumstaness compelled hirn to come back. He
ended up as a pool officer in Hydersbad. His pavents stayed
with him. He still appeared for the interviews and wvery
patiently, almost stoicaliv, accepted the rejections. But he had
an immerse faifh in himself and he knew he worrld succeed one
day it his endeavouss.
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In July Revi was coming back to India. Rosie and Gupta
~were with him. 'They gave him affection and love. Gundaram
oas with him 2 day prior to his departure.  As he saw Ravi he
had gostalgic reminiscences.

* Ravi you are forrunate. You are going Back to Four parents
-and to the country you love. The warm climate, the sunshine
and the moon light have their own sweeness, I really miss the
moonlit nights. [ often long to sleep outside facing the stars
above.?

‘ Then what prevents you from going back to Indiz? You
have already tzken your PR.D. and you have done good research
work. s there any frustration in love that keeps You away from
India ?

Ravi ventnred to ask even though it was a purely personal
affair,

Sundaram blushed but ke answered frmly.

* No such thing for me. T want to be a great scientist. In
pursuit of that name and fame 1 am prepared to forego all the
plezsures that are given to ordinary persona. Perluaps mine iz
z gublimation of desives.’

‘ Even the aspiration for renown is g desire. Tt isin factan
.obgession with you. It takes you away from your kith and kin
and from the land of birth,'

‘Ravi we can’t help it. We con't have everyihing in life.
Thers must be sorme sacrifice somewhere in order to be great
-Can you houestly tell me that L'l get opportunities for domg
advaneed work in owr country 7 You roust have heard from
Ramesh Babu, Look at his pathetic plight. His specialization
is one thing and he lives on dolt &5 a pool officer, How fright-
fully sed is his atate 1’

* True, but time should give him the reward,  Merit will be
recognised, but it’s a slow process”
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* Maybe, but I camnot be reconciled to an ghject state of
dependence. I should be on my own. T lowe to be in India
Wha doss not want to be in one’s owwn country 7 But then my
objective cun be {ulfilled only if T stay on in this countrs.’

“You won't have the same attinede after a fewr pears. 1
think you will change or the country will offer you opportunities
to continae: your research.’

* That will be z dreamn, Ravi.
* Well, sometimes dreams materialisze,
*Let us hope so.  Bavi, good luck sod bon voyage.’

Sundaram left hime. PRavi lilked him immenssly. He koew
he wos w brilliant researcher and would bring name 19 bis country.

The nexi day at the Airport Rosie and Gupta greeted him.
She gave bim a warm handshake. Gupta embraced him and
wished hirn happiness. Rosie and Gupta sent their good wishes
ty Prem. Ravi flew to Deihi.

In the last few months Lal stopped coming to Prem but he
used to sae her father or telephone to him to his office.  He did
not give up Prers but at the sams 12me he was unwilling 1o face
ber., Sa ber fatber also was nop-commitsl. He was enly
waiting for Ravi's retum and the shape of everts that would
follow, Hea felt that Ravi's father might not sccept the match.
Then there would be 2n octasion for him to push Lal's case.
He was therefore in touch with Tal.  Lal (o0 was thinking on the
game lings. o he did not bresk off with her fathes. On the
day Ravi was reaching Delhi he offered to come to the Airport.
Frem did not like to offend him, so the theee went to receive Ravi,

Ravi bad a comfertable jourmey and he was in good spirits.
Prem, was silently praving for his safe retern. The firat one

whom Ravi sew and recognised was Prem. He held her hand
warpaly for a minote. Prem introduced ber father.

1]
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* Ravithis is my father.’

Alurthi shook hands with Ravi. The next one to be intro—
duced was Tal.

“Ravi I hope vou remember Tal. Vou saw bim in Denvaer.”

Ravi looked at Lal He was not zltogether pleased but poli-
tely added.

*Yes of course. Lal, how da you de i’ He sheok hands
with Lal.

Then they all moved on to the car waiting for them. Ravi
was invited to stay with Prem and her father in New Dalhi for a
few days. That was the arrangement. It was Iunch time.
Lal staved on for lunch,

* Lal when did you come back 10 India 27

"Nearlv o year ago’ Lal said, I have my own business,
) the hunt for 2 job is not there for me* he added.

T am glad to hear that* Ravi said.

He thought of Ramesh Babu and afl the interviews he was
facing. He 100 had the same ordeal. Bt Lal was Jucky, he
thought. Only a fewe 1iks him conld be self-supporting. Tt wes
not always easy 10 be s0 rich, be said 1o himself.

“Bavi did you gt your degree 1° Lal asked,

He had to ask something, =0 he put that question.  He zlso
thought that in his madoess for Prem, Ravi could have come
away even before the work was over.  Ravi was slightly ircitated,
but he quistly said,

*Yes, T got my dogree, or else T woulda't have come. It
s meaninghss to come awny without a degree.’

* True, but sometimes it may happen like that.”
* I am glad it didn’t happen with me * said Ravi.
&6
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Murthi started on a different note,

* Bavi hw s your family } How many brothers and sisters
have you ?°

*T am the eldest of the lot. T have twg brothers and heo
sisters, all junior to me, My father was a Congressman, a very
sincere Gandhian worker, He has done yeoman service to the
villzgers. They all love him aad think of him with gratitude,
reverence and affection.’

‘A patriot and a lezder in the days of the Freedom Move-
ment, 1 suppese” said Murthi, = little sarcasticully.

* Yes he had been to prison.  He still commands respect from
ali the villagers but we have lust much of our property, It
was true of all those worliers at thae vime. Those were the days
of sacrifice.’

Ravi commented sentimentzlly as though he woudd like to
have such noble and upselfish men agein, working for the good
of the country.

‘ Perhaps you'd] have to shoulder the responsibility of your
family * Murthi inquired.

‘Nu not that way. Not so bad a5 that.  We still have pro-
perty, but if I am in a good position peturally I can be of help
to Tay family.'

‘Ravi you'll dehnitely get 2 good job? Lal added, half
satirically, becayse the reality was different, Lal was prond of
himself, of his money. He was sure of himself. He was the
master of his own fate. That gave an added dimensien to his
personality.  He was complacent.

“ 1 hope 50 * Ravi said.
He did not sound very enthnsiastic when he said so because

Ramesh Babu was too much in bis mind. Murthi wondered
whether it would be desirable to send his only daughter to a home
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epewmbered by firancial stringency and overburdened with
family problems. Twio brothers to be educated and two sisters
to he married would not be an easy job, he thought.  His own
daughter might not enjoy the comforts of an afigent home.
“T'hat would be urhearsble for hum.

Prern wanted to be elonc with Ravi. She did not like her
father's questions. She was only vaiting for the lunch to be over.

She said she would show to Ravi the room in which he would
be steving. On that pretext she took him away the moment the
funch was over. Lal fidgeted for sometime and he left che
house. Murthi started reading the paper and dozed off,

Peem and Ravi were all by themselves. Ravi said, ‘Prem
at last we ace left free.’ She looked 2t him lovingly and grace-
fuliv. Jr was one of those rare moments for them. Their
ipoks communed with each other, There was joy everywhere,
in cverv gesture, in every mavement of theirs. Heaven and earth
seernad 1o be ail in one unbounded ecstasy.  He anly looked at
her, he couldnt say anything.

“Ay dear, haw glad I am to be with you '’ he whispered,

Frem lesned on bim. Their wam hearts beat together
They were happy.

¢ Ravi sometimes when your letters were delayed T used to
be mserable.”

< All that is over now. We are together and nothing can
scparate us * Ravi added.

‘ Ravi did vour father accept your propesal i’

* Not vet, but T am sure I can bring him round to my view-
point.’

For one moment a shadow flitted through the mind of Prem.
34ll there was uncertainty, she thought. Rasi understood her
amind, .
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‘Premn don't allow yourself to be depressed. Al will be
well. I know what T want and what T wish to do. 1 promise to
keep my word,”

Prem looked at him cheecfully znd smiled. She sranted 2
reassurance from him and she got it.  The clouds dissppeared
and she became her wsual self. They were in the best of their
spirite. 'They planned to go out in the evening.

Prem and Ravi visited the Red Fort. Yo was the first time
for Ravi to see the Fart.  The spacions Drurbar Hall, the mapni-
ficent lawns, the intricate network of fountaing intrigued him,
fascinated him. His mind went back to those davs of splendour
when kings were kings with all pomp and ceremony attached to
them. The architecture and the styles of construction—all
belonged to an age of spaciousness and lwwuriznce.

Prem and Ravi sat on one of those lawns, Seasonal fiowers
were colourful and gave 2 festive look. Men and women of
all ages and of all groups were moving about. Some were
inspecting the old dresses and weapons used by the Moghuls,
sormnt others watched the Jamuna from the comridors. There
was much movement but Prem and Ravi were left to themselves
in one corner,

" Prem were you angry with me when I didn’t write to you '

‘ Mo, I wasn’t angry with vou. I was only miserable.”

1 am sorry 1 gave you cause for misery,

* Any 'way all that ig ¢wer now that you are with me.  Ravl

do you like erowds P Do you fke to lose yourself in the midst
of people or do you feel better when you are atl by yourself ¢

* I feet happy when I am with my near and dear ones” Rawi
smiled and added, * Onee in 2 while I don't mind # crowd ke
this, It all depends on our moods, I think If we are in a
happy frame of mind we can enjoy the bliss of life wherever we

dIc.
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* Perhaps you have those famous lines in mind. We can
make a hegven of hell, or 2 hell of hegven.'

' That's true. I always say to myself thar life has surprises
for us, They may be heaven sent moments for ws. They
have @ cermin predispasition. Our meeting is one of those God
piven morments.’

Prem was moved. She gently wiped 2 tear of joy.

“Ravi | am glad you say that and helieve io the hand of God
in bringing us together. It oniy confirms the accepred belief
that marriages are made in heaven.”

* Oz perhaps it is love at first sight which is the most 2coepred
form of love making. FPoets seem to be very much in love with
this concept.’

* Ravi, do vou think thet vour father will agree to hava alliance
with us ? '

* Of eourse he will. As soon az 1 go home I ghall talk to him.
1 very enuch wish to go back and see him.”

Bavi’s attention was imrediately drawn towards someons
going by their side. It was Lal

*Hallo Prem it's 2 surprise to ste you here” He pretended
te have sean only Frem in the first instance. Then he added,
“ Bavi is with you. I wondered who it conld be '’ soundmg
a5 thoupgh she was in the habit of coming out with others for
picnics and outings.  Prem did not like his comunent very niuch.
Ravi never wanted Lal to accost him. Lal was etill at a4 short
distance, standing and watching them, They did not invite
Him to join them. Hs seemed to be debating within himself
whether he should join them. For the sake of courtesy Frem
suggested,

' Lal, why don’t you come and sit withus {  How is it you are
here today 7°
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' well it's just by chance that T am here, I had nothing
else tn do. I just peeped o)

* 1 hope you didn't promise to see someone here” Prem said
smilingly.
* 3 no nothing of that sort* replied Lal,

Ravi watched the wholt scene with unesse, He suspected
that Lal deliberately hzd come to distub them. Her father
would have given him the information, he thought. His guess
was correct, Lal rang np Prem's father and was told that she
had gone out with Ravi to the Red Fort. So he came in search
of them. He loitered about the shops s he entered. He did
not find Premn and Ravi there, He was abour to go away when
e saw them in that corner seatsd oo the lawn.

The corversation went on for some time. Ravi was mostly
silent wondering what on earth wus the hold of Lal on Prem.
He could not understand the relationship between them, but
he felt that she was friendly towards Lal. He also realised that
Tal was verv much liked by Murthi. The three decided to go
hack to the house. At dinner time ziso Ravi was not very
commsunicative. Lal stayed on for dipner, uninvited guest
though. He was of a non-serious type, so he did not stznd on
formalitics. He was tatking to Prem’s father qill dinner time.
Naturally he lingered on. Rawi decided that he should Jeave
Delhi the next day. His original intention was to stay for a
week.  But now things were different. He did not feel quite
at hiome in Delhi,

The very next day Ravi left Prem. She allowed him ta go
partly because she thought that it would enzble Ravi to see his
father and decide quickly sbout their marrizge. Murthi was 2
little cold towards him.  He did not taik to Ravi as warm hear-
tedly as he did to Lal. Ravi was reserved and was of 8 senoms
disposition. He maved sbout as though the weight of
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monarchies was upon him. Murthi liked 2 young man to be
young, non-serious, gay and cheerful. That was his image of
2 young man. At the back of his mind the coloured picture
given by Laf that Ravi was z prig still lingered in his mind. That
was only confirmed and not effaced by Ravi's visit to Delhi.
Lal seemed to be the gainer at least for the moment in checking
the high spirits of Ravi. Also it was true that Murthi loved
Lal's wealth even though it meant nathing to Prem.

Two days later Ravi reached his village. Tt was a slow
movement. The train seerned to be going at a snail's speed.
His wmind darted forward and all the wivid impressions of his
boyhood daye started coming to him with terrific speel. His
village was on the banks of the fver Krishoa, Tt was 2 small
village, but historically vary stgnificant. Tt had 4]l the glamonr
of being the capital of the first Andhea king, Th= temple by the
side of the river Krirhna, the fields nearby, the calm, placid life
2 tranguil as the waters of the river—all 1hese came as a contrast,
a vivid contrast to the busy, sophisticated life in the T1.3.A. By
the time he reached the village the news was spread.  The whole
villape was a3 their house. The proud father embraced his son.
Hiy mother looked at him fondly. His brothers and sieters
were wondering what presents ke would have brought for them.
The whole family was expecting him for the last one week.
Any time he could come.  He said he was coming, so the village
too was excited and was prevared to receive him with warmrh and
affectinn, The village elders, his ofd relatives, all enquired
about his health and put a few curious questioms about the life
in the States. They were glad he had come back. They
asked him what sort of job he would get. He gave them some
vagne answer as he himself did not know what would happen to
him., In their world of fapciful imagination he was golng to be
z big officer and the whole village locked forward towards
amzncipation and liberstion from unemployment and penury.
Such mighty hopes were sntertuined by thamm, They were
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ambitious for him. He was their idol, thetr hero. He brought
name to toeir little village. That's how they Jooked at him and
it plegsed Ramesam, Bavi's father, invrensely o see his son ia
such a splendid state.

Among those who came to see him were also twe or three
inverested persons specially. come from the neighbouring villages
for an alitance with Ravi. Ravi's father wlked to those pro-
gperows persond With mariageable danghters. Fven  the
dowries were discussed and all matters were prearranged.  Only
Rowi had to see the giris and choose one of them as his wife.
All of them were educated giris coming from pood families and
thair fathers were wiliing to offer pood dowries. The moment
most of the villagers went away Bavis father Introduced the
august company of prospective futhers-in-law and told them in
lavish terms all about Bavi, his innate simplicity, his essential
good nature and his typical Indianism despite his stay in a
foreign country for three vears. Ravi talked to the guests
nicely, bur when it came to the mamape issue he became silent.
His father told them that he wonld very soon talk to his son and
inform them. Ravi's infatyation for Prem was known to his
father. Yer he did hiz duty in bringing all these aranged
matthes. Ravi carefully analyzed the three proposals, In one
case the plrl was simply a B.A.  He said his wife should he a
least & post-graduate. The second girl was ap M.A., and she
was employed.  He said he did aot like to mavry a career girl,
The third cne was oaly one year junior to him in age. He
said there should be at least five years difference in age berween
him and his wite. All these exasperated his father, vet he did
not give up hope. He thought ke could win him round to his
viewpoint and make Lim agree to mairy one of those twes girls,
Ravi invented all these excuses only a5 the situstion demanded,
not as though he had any set views about marmriage. He fAouted
alt eapons of marriage in his jove for Prem. Sa he played a
game te upset s father's plaos,

73



LOOK HOMEWARD

A wesk paased by. Ravi used to go every evening for long
walks all by himself. e would go by the side of their lands,
The ancesiral property was dwindling away. He loved it, bur
he did not kmow whether anything of thar property would be
with them. They were heavily in debt. There was no way of
coming out of that muddle, The only way of helping the
farnily was to get a rich alliance for himself. That was what the
father had in mind. But his promise to Prem and his love for
her stood in the way of such an zrmangerment.  His independent
spicit refused to allow him to be sold to the highest bidder.
He said he would not do it.  Buat then he asked himself whether
he would be happy with Prem. The figure of Lal floated ghast-
{ike before his mind. That dampened. hiz spirits and ardour for
Frem to 2 cermin sxtent. If he were not sure of Prem and
her affection for him he conld as well help his {amily by getting
married 1o one of those rich girls. His mind pleaded that way.
But he conid not be unrrue to Prem. That was hus troubled
mentzl state. The long walks gave him peace no doubt, He
was far from the madding crowd, from the busy haunts of the
city. The rustic simplicity in him acclimatised him very soon
to the village life. The loveliness of nature, the rural migth,
the boys plaving it the streets, the cattle coming back from the
fizlds, the ternple bells, the women carrying water from the
wells—all these elemental aspeets of rustic Jife thrilled him to the
core. He enjoyed his stay for the week in the village.

The day he was [eaving for Hydembad his father talked to
kim. Hea asked him shout Prem.

“Pavi are you still keen on getting married to that womaa
in Dethi 7’
' You mean Prem.”

* Yes the woman to whom you referred in your letters. I
should know your mind, There is no point in my ¢acouraging
some of these persons for marriage allfances.”
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Bavi also felt that it was unfair to keep anyone in hope when
his mind was given to someone else.  He also realised that his
father was a iittle yiekding to him. His tnother was responsible
for such a change in his father.  With her rich common sense she
understoed that it would be safer 1o leave Ravi alone in his
matTiage affair. 5o Ramesam did not talk with all that as-
surance. He finally totd Ravi,

‘Ravi you are free to marry anyone vou Iike. But only
chooss the right one. That’s all I would like to say in this
fatter.'

This was & surprise to Bavl,  He was full of love and affection
for his father. ITe saw his generous father conceding. A day
before, he thought it might act be possible, but now the father
agreed to his proposal. He was happy, only z few shadows
still lingered iu his mind. That was his gwn creation. He had
to write o Prem, He was still hesitant to do se. He had to
think about it. For the present he told his father that he would
infprme him about his decision within a week,

Ravi left for Fvderebad, Even while he was in the TEA,
he applied for the position of a pool officer. He could take &t
up and stay in Hyderahad waiting for something good to tum
up at « leter stage. Ramesh Babu was already there in
Hyderabzd. He was in touch with him. The twe friends
could recapitulate their old days in Manhattan, At least from
that angle hiz smy in Hyderabad would be tolershle. Tn fact
his family position was slightly better than that of Ramesh Babu
and the marriage sllizance with Prem would give him = definite
advantage. So Ravi couid take life with greater ease and com-
fort.

Orn reaching Hyderabad Ravi contacted Ramesh Babu  The
latter had no luck as vet, but he was not planning to go back to
the States, He wus still hoping ther something would turn up,
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! Ramesh, 1 admire pour pluck and courage in sticking to
this place’® Bavi szid.

*Ravi it's desperation that is keeping me hera, I oo for alt -
interviews, still no Iuck  Evervwhers someone  influential
roanagzea the show, I get 2 regret lewer.  How long this bad Tuck
goes on, I don't keow'

* Ramesk you don't ssem to be blaming anyone.’

‘Why should 17 If the right time comes ao foroe can stop
it. Tt only means that God's grace has not yet come to me.'

' Bometimeas it may be too [are alsp,’

' Anyway it's better to believe in something. Man should
live in hope, or else he canngt survive, We have to fight the
battle of life boldly. We cannot rua away Ffrom reality.’

*1 arn glad vou have within vou the sterner stuff, You heve
the necessary mental make up to accept the vicssimdes of life
with courage and confidence,’

*Ravi you know full well that when we do not have god-
fathers the best thing is to accept the challenges with calmness
and composure.”

" Rarnesh T wish 1 had your unperturbed state of mind, I
never thought you were =uch 2 capable person. I think the
best in us comes only when we are exposed to certin situations.?

* S0 1n a way 1t's good to have a few reverses in life ao that ene
15 prepared for the trials and tribulations that may come to him,”

' Ravi how sbout you?  Hawve yon any job 1°

* I haven't tried so far seriously. I was interested in coming
back oo India as early as possible. For the present I'Ml be 2
pool officer or try for z lectureship in one of the Instingtes of
Technology.”
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' Yes I think you can manage that way. As my specialization
is Food Techrology T would fike to go a5 an Assistant Director
in Agriculture. Recently a pest in Sikkim has been advertised,
T am just wondering whether T should go afl the way to Sikkim
in search of 2 job.’

“ I hope your have applied for the post.”

* 0Of course T have.?

‘Let us ste. I have some driends In Delhi. Perhaps [
may be of some use to you,’

* I shall be thankful to you if you can help me.”

Ravi was thinking of Prem's father in Dethi. But he was
not sure of his own relationship with Pram. He did not wrire
to her.  So that evening he wrote to her giving #{l sorts of lome
excuses for not writing to her eaclier. At the root of it afl was
Lis uneertain attitude fowards her beszuse of her association
with Lal. He concluded his letter, ' I really don't see why
Lal should hang on wherever we go. [ wonder whether vou
have given any promise to him or your father has done so’
He posted the letter. Prem read it, reread . She was sure of
Revi, she took him for granted. So the letter gave g jolt to her
complacency. She was perterbed.  For one morment she hared
hexself for having altowed some latitude to Lad.  But then she
was also furious for Ravi had no business to suspect her. She
thought he was z barbarian and his veneer of sephistication znd
study abroad did not in any manner change his nestic credensss.
Or else why should he write that letter and hurt her faelings, she
asked herself. She told her father all about Ravi's letrer, Te
was terribly annoyed with Ravi. He saw no harm in Tgl eom-
ing to their house, In fact it was he whe encourzged Taj to
be their friend.  Bo it pained him a8 one who unfortunately had
ruined his own daoghter's bappiness through his inadwertent
handling of Lal. Both the father and the daughter were dis-
muyed.
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* But what does Ravi say about his father 7' inquired Murthi.

* Pecyliarly enough, he does not say anything about him '
said Prem.

* Perhaps this is ong way of getting out of it by putting the
blame on you. His father may have disallowed the proposzl.
e may be anxious to be free)

*1 don't think he is so clever as sIl that, He is fond of me.
But he wants to be sure of my affection, I think. So he wiites
likse that.’

Murthi was not guite convinesd about his daughter’s expla-
natien. He thoughr she was too good to know the minds of
men. He shrugged his shoulders and added,

* In that case vou'd better write to him that Lal means noth-
ing tous. He is just a casual acquaintance, He can be dropped
like the glove.'

Prem smiled for her father's comparison between Lal and
the plove. She wrote o passionate letter to Ravi urging him to
come back to Delhi.  She assured him that Lal was of a0 con-
sequence to them. She said that she and her father were sin-
cerely sorry for the mtrusion of Lal into their affeirs. The
letter was posted the next day.

Ravi did not respond to that leiter. He was siil in two
minds, his [ove for Prem and his dislike for Lal, I only ke
could bring awaey Prem to Hydersbad and setrle down in the
Sauth all would be well, he thought. So he wanted to wait for
some time before he could send a reply to Prem. She wee
getting worried end her father w0 was disconsolate for he took
it on himself that he was responsible for the misrmanagement
of the whole situation. He eut Lal and avoided him, Prem
did not show any disposition to be merry especially when Lat
was with them. So graduzlly the visits of Lal hecame lesa fre-
quent and after some time he didn't see them at all.
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For nearly two months there was no correspondence betwesn
Ravi and Prem, He suffered and allowed Prem to be tortured.
His pride was standing in the way. He couldn’t go back o
Prem. She thoupht that perhaps his father dide't give him
permission to be married. 3o she did not like to pressurize
him into accepting her. At the same time she could not give
up Havi. She was 5o {ond of him that nothing else mattered
to her except her affection for him., She was prepared to wait
for him patientiv. That was her &ith in him

Bavi came to Delhi for oo interviem.  He stayed in a hotel
He did not like to go and sz¢ Prem.  He was maming ahout in
Connaught Place. Like all busy strollers he was windew pazing
and was walking slowly and aimlessty. Suddenit someone
zccosted him,  He tooked at him for 2 minute.

* Hallo Bavi how are you 7'

*Hallo Gupta how are yor 7 Tam glad to see you.  When
did you come away from the TL.5.A f How iz everything ¢

Appavently he mesnt what had happered to Bosie, Ravi
was extremelv happy to see Gupra byt at the same time he
wondered why he was alone. Gupta and Rosia were in-
separzble, at least that was the impression they geve him. He
mever thought that Gupts wonld ever come back to India. So
it bafled kis iragination to see Guptz in Delhi face to face with
him, Guptz did aot seem to be very happy. He was not like
his usual self, flamboyant and spirited.  He was g little tame and
lesz woluble.

Guptz sugrested that they showld go to a Caff and have
coffer. Gupiz and Rawi entered the nearest coffee house.
They sit opposite to cach other, They asked for some cakes,
sandwiches and coffee, The waiter took his own, time tn bring
them. They were in no hurry, The Café was crowded. So
there was time for them to talk to each other pently amd slowly.
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* Yes (Gupta tell me all about you.'
Gupta smiled but even the smile was 2 pale, thin ene.

* Ravi, }fe has much to teach us, More than what the uni-
versiies and teachers can tell us Jife can give us precious know-
ledge.’

‘Yes ¥ agree with you. Nothing like life, w¢ come into
contact with different people. Our associations are sometimes
pleasant and on other sccasions unplessant, The stream of Jife
can never be smooth with anyone.'

*The strearn of life—what you say Is correct, Ravi. Life
takes us up. We feel we are the monarchs bur very soon the
scene changes.  We lose everything we have gained.’

¢ But we canmot help it.  We have to accept life in #5 totality,
come what may. e cannot shun the tide. We are on it
or we are drowned. It does net matter whether we ga up or
come down. But we have to get experiences in lafe.

‘Ves [ had my full measure of it. You remember my love
affair with Rosie. All scemed to be well. T thought I was
settling dowm. I felt I drank the ehixir of life. Of course she
gave rag the eddying wine of life. She knew alf the tricks.
She made me a slave to her. [ even despised Indizn marriages,
our customs and manners’

* You were mote inclined towards westernisation. I thought
you were too much sophisticated.’

“ That was in fact the trouble. T thought while in Ametica
1 should be an American through and through. [ specialized in
the arr of western life. L got Rosie’

‘ She scemed to be fond of you.'

' Ravi, she seemed to love me.  But she did not love me,”
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‘It's difficult to say whether a persen loves you ot not
Ravi thought of his pwn case and how confounded he was in
matters of love. He did not date to offer any comment on love,
a mysterigus subjsct, he thonght.

* Whatever it may be, T thought Rosie loved me. She gave
me hope. We got married.  You know all that, You were one
of the witnesses of (r marriage,’

‘Yes I remember the happy day ™ Ravi said. Gupta was
little sad. His facial expression changad. The face lost its colour,

fGGupta have I huet your feelings #°

“No, you dido't. Only thing is, all that happiness i
gone, L have lost everything in life, Rosie and 2l the wealth
Ihad. I kave nothing that I can e2ll my own. T am alone in
this vast world, T wonder why T live’ moodily murmured
Gupta. Bavi was upset,

‘Guptz 1 am very sorry for you. Tell me all shout vou,
I am your friend. I have always liked you even though we have
had our munor differences in our artitudes towards tife.”

" Pavi, [ife with Rosie wes all righi for a few months, We
went to pictures, for picnics and for parties. I realised that we
could not go oz like that. I longed for a few peaceful moments
with her. She never allowed me that moment of peace. She
was all the time hurrying me through, the vast panomma of life
a5 though she Inst something and wes trying to find it. Tt soon
oceurred to mme that she was not happy with me. Gradualiy
she started coming late and on certain cecasions she was drunk
and unsure of herself, Then came the breaking point.’

Gutpa kept quiet. He did not proceed. He wondered
whether he should tell Ravi everything about Rosie.

‘Gugta go on, t¢ll me evervthing. There s some relicf
in communicating your sad thoughts to others.” 1 sympathise
Bl
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with you. [ caa understand how miserable vou would have felr
on such oecasions.”

Ravi I was extremely unhappy. I cursed miyself and my
fate. 1 realised my mistake in getting married to Rosie. Raosie
was dislayal to me.  Bhe started going out with other American
young mem. Igot fed up. I shouted at her. She calied me a
barbarian, banged the door in ray face and left the flarin 2
wild temper. She sued me in the court for divorce for ill treat-
ing her. I bad to spend all the money I saved. Everything
between me and Rosie was over. I came beck to India a week
ago penniless and broken bearted, I am setting up practice
in Delki and 1 wish to recreate my life. From the ashes of my
{ifa T have to resuscitate myself and live afresh.’

‘I am glad you say that Guptz, you are still yeung. You
can take a1l that affair with Rosie as a lesson for you. You are
back in your country, that should give you the necessary strength
to go ahead.’

*Yes T fael [ hiave a long way to go but T am prepared for it.
No maore tove for me.'

! “That you cannot sey ' Ravi smiled.

‘T don't think ['1! make the same mistake again.’

‘Yt may be z different mistake. 1f falling in love with 2
woman is 3 mistake, by all means, make mistakes® Ravi added.

Gupta and Ravi walked out of the Cafe. The weather was
fine. It was slightly chilly, The evenings were a hittle cold.
It was the first week of March and most of the men and women
were wearing woollen clothes, Guptz suddenly tumed to Ravi
and sa1d,

* Ravi I forgot to ask you, what has happened to your marriage
with Prem ! T think she lives in Delbi)’

fVes she lives in Dedly’
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* Then will it mean that you are staying with her now #°

" Ne, I have come for an interview. [ shall be going away to
Hyderabad within two or three days.’

' Any way, why are you still a bachelor ! Of couree, I have
no right to ask you about this having burnt my boats. [ hope
you den't mind my asking yon!

‘ Burely vou can ask me.  You know Guptz | want to be 2
lietle sure of her. So for the last two months 1 have not written
to her. I have not givea her any encoursgement at all, I saw
Lal, the one who wes in Denver, with her. I couldn’t stommch
him. So I am a little detached now.”

“Welt Ravi this s your own affair. I don't want to say
anvrhing., However I feel you shouldn't beave her in the lurch.

Ravi kept quiet.

 Bavi why art you silent 2 Don't you think that it s unkind
to keep someone waiting for you ?'

' Gupta I have waited tog long, Now I feel diffident to ga
to her.  Her father mav not Tike me/’

" Don't bother about her father.  He will be all right.  What
he wans iz the happiness of his daughter. IF you den't mind,
1 shall go and ik to them.”

Ravi gave the address of Murthi. They agreed to meet the
next day in the same Cafg at zbout five in the evening. Rawi
had the interview in the TLE.5.C. office in the moming. Inthe
evening they could meet. They bade good-bye for the might
and ¢ath had his full shave of thinking. Ravi could not simply
believe that Gupta would come back to Indis. At least Reaie
taught Guptz 2 lesson, It was difficult for him to Imapine that
2z woman with such sweet disposiion could ever be =
treacherous. He coudd only marvel at the intricacies of Life and
feel sorry for humnan failings and frailtes. He couldn’t posaibly

83



LOOE HOMEWARD

ask for a just world. Good and evil coexist. He had no answer
for the cussedpess and injustices of life. Nor could he say
why rean should be so bestial in his actions.

Capta was too much involved i Ravis affair. He was
Jetermined to get Ravi happily married to Prem. He krew
that unlike him Ravi had no weaknesses. IHe conmsidersd Ravi
to be 2 puritan. He did not like him to fose Prem through his
foolichness, Prem was going to be an asset to Ravi, coming as
she did from 2 good family. Gupta forgot all about his un-
fortunare love and marriage with Rosie. The new role pleased
him. He was bringing two good people together and God one
day would give him the reward in life, Especially having failed
in his attempt at establishing peace for himself he wanted others
to be contented in marital hfe. He did not become sour or
frustrared because of his miadventure with Resie. Oo the
other hand he became more determined to reclaim his life apd
make 7 success of it.  He liked Ravi and he wanted him to be
happy. His mind was given to such thoughts of geod will for
others. The next day he was busy with the sffairs of Ravi.

Gupta knocked at the door of Prem at about nine in the
morping. She looked at him a little surprised. She did oot
kmow who the early caller could be.

Gupta smiled and asked,
* Ave you Miss Prem 17

*Yes ' che said

*May I comein 7’

* Of course vou can. I am sorry I didn’t ask you in.’

She blushed gently and opened the door. Gupts semted
himself i the drawing-room. He observed her. He thought
she was good looking and that Ravi should be congratutated for
hiz choige.
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‘Miiss Prem, vesterday evening just by chance I met Ravi
in Connaught Flace.'

‘Your saw Ravi!' exclaimed Prem. The word ° Ravi'
sounded like music to her exrs. She had lost all hope of him
and she did not know why he was behaving like that, I locked
as though Gupta was a good Samarian for he brought the most
pleasant news she could have ever heard.  She ran to the next
room, her father’s room, and teld him.

* Diad, it seems Bavi iz in Defhi.’

* Then why can’t he come back to us ¥ Why should ke stay
in some other place ! questioned Murthi,

*I don’t Enow., Here 5 2 gentleman in the drawmg-room
who knows Bavi’

Murthi came n a great hurry to the dmwing-room. He
introduced himself as Munhi, the Father of Prera.  They were
all seated, all eager to heer svery word from Gupw's mouth
with great interest and attention.  Gupta enjoved the sipation,
He himself had tasted the sweetness, and lately the sowrness of
[ove. BSo ke Enew what it would be to Frem to hear of Ravi.
It was ag good as having lost him and found kam, like lost gald
fpund.

 Yesterday by accident T bumped into Ravi in Conmaughs
Place. I came to Dellt a week apo.  We all used to stady in
Maphattan, Kanags, Ravi was my good friend. S0 we started
tatking. He said he wonld corne and see you this evening.”

‘ Mr., Gupta, Ravi has no business to stzy somewhere else.
This is his house. He ought to come to us.  FPrem is terribly
ford of him. Bhbe v languishing.’

*I understand. He to0 is anxious o see you.  He has come
for an interview. Hehas a frierd with him.  So they are steying
in a kotel?
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*That explains why he has pot come direct to us. Ur else
1 was wondering why he should cut us.'

‘0 no he has not done it delibgrately. On the other hand
be has sent me to inform you, Hoth he and his friend Ramesh
bave gone for the intenview, Ramesh also nsed to be with us
in Maphattan, *

‘I am glad Ravi will come and see me’ Prem said. She
had 2 fow tears, perhaps tears of joy.  Bur she wiped them and
looked cheerfully at Gupta.

* Dhd ke ever tell you anything about me 7’ Prem asked inno-
cently,
¢ 0Of course ves, ‘The moment he came back from holiday

from Estes Park ke narrated to me all his thrilling experience with
you. He loves vou

‘Then why can't he marry her 7" asked Morthi.

* Pethaps hiz father is standmny in the way of his tnarrisge
interposed Prem,

Gupta understood that Frem loved Ravi and that Ravi was
unneceszarily torturing her.  He thoughe Bavi should no lonper
postpune the day of marrizge.  Especially in his present mood
of bringing about happinesa to others he wanted to bring the
ssue to 2 head.

¥ don't think Ravi will postpone the rmarmbsge day.  Perhaps
he will come this evening to tell you shout it

Gupta szid that he would see Prem in the evening along with

Ravi. Murthi pressed him to stay ont for breakfast. At the
brealfast table Murthi was z little more comratnicative,

*Mr. Gupta what do you think of Ravii’

‘O he is fine” said Gupta, “He is z lite reserved. He
-does oot talk much But feels much, So it wkes some Hme for
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cther= to understand him. One can trust him abaolately
added CGupea,

Murthi was pleased with the picture Guptz gave of Ravi
The clonds that hovered over the house for the last two months
seemed to be elearing up.  As the only child for him Prem
vecupred his mind fully and he could never see her even for 2
moment in a depressed stzre.  The last two months of stress
and strain for her were gloomy months for him also. He lost
Tds zest for life and breoded. This moming with the coming
of Guptz evervthing appeared to be cheerful. He hrought 2
new cheer and z new hope to the honse. Prem’s happiness
was yobounded. She bestowed all her affection and attentipn
on Gupta a5 thourh he was Ravi himself,

Gupta staved with them for an hour and they talked cheerfully,
They 21! looked forward to the happy day of marviage.  After
that Gupta left them at about ten and walked briskly. He was
looking for a suitable place to set up his practice. Someone
was refiring.  He was anxicys to buy his place and settle down
as 2 practising doetor. In freating humsnity to better heslth
he thought he could do service. Especially in 2 developing
countty there was plenty of opportupity for him to sarve the
people. He could be generoys and humape, tender and chari-
mble. The country needed him.  He would have been lost to
his country if Rosie did not jilt him. Tt waz a blessing in dis-
guise, | It opened hus eyes to a sense of obligation be had for his
coundTy. The commitment and involvernent he had for his
counity was clezr to him. Nothing could shake him in s
determoination to serve the country, He was a chanpged muan,
He entered 2 new life.  Only the name remained, the man in
him changed completely.

That evening exacely gt five Gupta was in front of the Café,
Ravi was coming from the opposite direction. He wore a
broad seaile a8 he looked at Gupta.
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'Halle Gupta you seem to be wonderful. You are exacty
on time,”

' Leat 115 have tea ' Gupta said.

The two friends entered the Café.

* Ravi how did the interview go 77

1 think T'il get the job, I did very well!

‘ Provided they go by merit’ cautioned Gupta so that Ravi
might not be oo sure of getting it

“These imterviews are very funny though. The members
redlly do not know what they are asking. One member asked me

about the capitals in the world as i T would be a geography
teacher.’

* Mo, not that way. They just want to test your geperzl
imowledge, 1 suppese.  Any way let us aot bother abowt inter-
views. We have more wpent and plessant things on our heads,
T wept and savw Prem apd hey father.  They are real posd penple.
Prem was zll smiles the moment I mentioned your name. She
blushed sweetly. Ravl you are a cruel man if you are going to
torture her any longer, with your blinking suspicions.’

* How is the father 27

‘He is a pgentleman. Naturally he is anxicus that his
daughter should be happily married. 1have given 2 good report
about you.'

¢ Thank you Gupta.'

*Truly ¥ say ¥ spoke well of you. T told them that vou were
a model of 2 man.’

Favi smiled.

‘Don't tell me all those storfes, So what happened 7’

* What happened, nothing. We go in the evening to their
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house. You'll yourssif sec how terribly fond of you Prem is.
If you are a gentlemin you should get maried to her
immediately.’

*You sesm to be adoring hes’

* Of course you have to. She is s0 simple and good natured
that you have to like ber. It is 2 compulsive course that one
adopts as one looks at her.’

* 8o we kave t0 go’ Bavi added.

*Of course we have to go. T have promised them on your
behalf. ‘They will be expecting us now ay minute.

Ravi wondered how Prem looked like, He was a lLittle shy
to ask Gupta about her. He had seen ber two months apo.
MNow that matters were smooth he was angious to ses her, the
sponer the berter.

Bavi and Gupt: were received by Prem and ber father watm
heartedly. The attention given to Ravi by Murthi was an indi-
cation of his anwiety to have him as his son-inlaw. Ewvery
movement, every gesture of Ravi was watched by Musthi.

" Hallo Ravi, glad to mest vou' Frem offered her hand 1o
him. He touched it genthy and the gentle touch kindled old
memosries. Lt one minute she forgor all the torrure she had
wndergons for the last two reonths.  Like an innseent child she
was amiling all the rime.

*Ravi we are indeed happy o see vou.  We never thought
that such gaod luck would come to us today. We ave grateful
+o God for this aespicious moment® Murthi added.

1 am sorry if I have unwittingly given to you znd Premn any
catise for anxdety.”

“It's all right. All fhat 5 over now. Your friend is the
ambassador of good news. He has given a new look to all of
us, including the fiouse* Muzthi said
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*I have done what I could do. There iz nothing special
about what I have done. Bavi is so dear 10 me that I cannot see
him in dismay over anything, S0 I have come, even though
plaving the part of Pandarus is not an honourable one * smiled
Gupta.

* VWe are indebted to you ' Prem said.

Gupta controlled himself and the agonising thoughts he had
of his association with Rosie. Oaly Ravi kmew of it. Bur
Gupia was determined to obliterate from his memory all that
unfortunate episode he had had with Rosie. So he tatked on
foR-seriously as though nothing untoward happened to him.
His mind was unfathormnable.

Then the conwversation turned to Ravis family. Murthi
enquiried about them hoping to get some clue as regards his
father’s view. Ravi enderstpod the implications, He did not
want to keep thern in suspense.  So he told them,

‘My perents have given me full freedam to choose my
partner.’

' That's fine. Thar selves our problem’

The rddle was solved. Murthi was pleased, mightily
pleased.

"Gupta we now leave it to you to have the marriage duy
fixed between Ravi and Prem.

Do you think I am so very knowledgeabls in these matters ?
I must @lk to Ravi. We'll tell vou tomorrow.?

" ¥es a5 you Like?

Gupta and Ravi stayed on for the dinger. Dinner time
Prem slowly whispered to Ravi,

‘You come here in the morning. Dad will be away in the
office, I waet to talk to you’

0



LODE HOMEWARD

Ravt nodded his head as 2 sign of acceptance, Gupta watched
them but left them alone. Murth’ left evervthing to Prem.
She showld manzge Ravi. Ravi was yielding.

Ravi and Gupta left the house promising to come the pest
evening. In between Ravi would meet Prem. That was their
secret assignment. They couldn’t taik much in the presence of
others. 5o naturally they needed a session for themselves, a)l
by themsetves. Marriage for both of them wuas 2 serious matter,
It was 2 turning point in fife. It esmblished 2 frnithul comrade-
ship and partnership. 5o before they entered that Inafienable
rtlationship ther should be sur of themselves and their affec-
tions. So Prem took the lexd in armnging the sssignation.

COn the way Gupta was sifent. He dida't talk much. Ravi
observed his sileace.  He understood that Gupts was reminded
of his exciting day of marrizge with Rosie. Ravi pitied him,
but ke knew that Gupta was tying to come out of thar doleful
state. And Guptz had the nerve to combat successfully the
battle of life. Gupta was not unduly sentimental, yet an ocee-
sion ke Bavi's marriage led to 2 chain reaction in ki, But he
firmiy told himself thar Ravi sheuld not get any rehuffe in life.
He prayed for his success in martial hife, Guopta laft Ravi at
his hatel,

Ramesh Baby was waiting for Ravi. He saw Gupta, He
jumped with joy.

" Hallo Guptz, what 4 pleasant surprite. Come in and spand
z few minutes with us.'

Guptz entered the room in the Lodi hotel. He did not Iike
to go away. ‘The three friends sat down,  They asked for some
e, Gupta joked,

 Bamesh, look at this funoy fellow Ravi. He is poing to be
maarried to 2 rich woman and he offers us tea.  Can’t ke give us
aome drinks #°
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“Of course I can, bur you alone should take them, Ramesh
is a teetotaller fike me. We don't doak’

‘All right mon ler us have te2. But on the marriage day
I'll gather some friends who can drink.  We'll have goed fun.
Be prepared for the expense.’

* Dor’t you wony. | am not going to pay the bill  Some-
one else pays for it' Bavi jocularly said.

' Clever fellow” Gupts commented.

‘Gupta what a strangs comcidence ! We all meet herc
in Dethi. Ooly two of us, Ham and Sundararn, still rezam in.
the T.5.4A.  Pechaps they may twm out good work (o their felds
of specialization.’

* As if we have not done good work In our aress of speciz-
lization ' Gupta said.

* Of course we have il done pood work but we all had our
pians to come back. We knew we would come back. Gupm,,
even though you repeatedly said you would stay on we never
belicved your words. We knew you too would come back™
Ramesh said.

T have come back becmse of other ciroumstancss in life
There is # divine dispensation over which we have no comtrol.
S0 we are here gli the three recapturing the good old days,”

“Ir used to be good fum, arguing and arguing. We pever
thought we would all meet agein in Delhi. God's ways are
mysteriou=s * Ravi said philosophically.

"We now understrnd that there is nothing so wonderful ag
the service we give to our country. Ewves though we have been
politically independent we have not yet developed love for the
country, the aational spirit. The day we all feel that in our
own humble manner we serve the country to the best of car
abilities we march towards presperity.  We are sof yat free from.
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the shackles of seli-interest. We have neither the involvermnent
tn nor the identification with the well being of the aation.
That's the whole frouble with us® Gupm emphatically
pleaded.

‘Yes we are not putting in the best effort. Fach one for
himself, that seems to be our motto at present. Gmabbing
money unscrupulously is the most dominant feature of our
anciety at present’ Ravi comménted.

*It's surprising that a nation noted for its ethical idealizm,
should renvunce all cangns of fair play and justice and demorz-
lise itself ' Ramesh sard.

* 'The government servants have neither the wilt nor the capa-
bility to serve the nation. The public bas no scruples at all,
Unashamedly the pesple offer bribes. We live at 2 time when
rouch rot has set in every walk of life, Only 3 Hercules can
cleanse the Augean stables’ Gupta said.

‘But we cannot run away from the coumtry. With all its
shorteomings the country s lovable,  If people, who have gane
abroad, come back and serve the county, s new outlogk may
prevail. We should all put in 4 mighty effort for we have seen the
best of life. We have seen the other side of the fence, the
wealth, and all the material comforts it brings to the people’
Ravi commented.

‘T wish Sundaram zlso would come back, We need dedi-
cuted seientific rescarchers like him. We shoold not Tose
thern ' Bamesh pleaded.

! They should be more considerate.  They should look home-
ward and help the nation ' Ravi said.

*Yes oae day we will attain the pride of place in the comity
of nations. We have all the natural resources that other deve-
loped countries possess. We have man power and intellecr
What we wart s a sense of involvament in nation building, dedi-
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cztion to wotk and uprightness in our dealings with others’
Gupta lectured.

‘We have private morality but lack public momlity. We
are puritans at home, God fearing and religions minded. But the
moment we come inte the public sector activities we have no
scruples. We shirk work, We have a general grouse agamst
humanity. We don’t mind subverting public good and negat-
ing to felow men what should belong to them * Ravi analysed
the malady.

“ Ravi what you say is correct. The crux of the matter is
thet we are not putting in the maximumn effort in our develop-
mentzl programmes.  Therefore we have not made muck pro-
gress, Democratic choice in a semi-littrate couney is 2 costly
experiment. We may choose the wrong persons znd get into
trouble ' Ramesh argued.

All the three were vehement in their arpuments.  They were
critical of the sinzation but they were all great believers in the
greater India, 2n India hat would be the leading force in the
warld. They were optimistic in their faith and their love for
the country was unquestioned. They only wished that others
of their wibe receiving education and training in foreign eoun-
tries should come back to India and serve the country.  Socially
they would be facing privations in a foreign country,  ‘They
could as well be respected in their motherland by owning it with,
all its shortcomings. The thres thought that they should
address Sundaram and ask him to return.  They somehow felt
that Ham would come hack, They were excited. Their
meeting in such circumstances was itsell 4 peculiar ome.  That
gave them hope thet they could do something useful, and
persons whe had gone abroad were in 2 better position to accept
the chalfenges the country posed.  Gupta had to go to his house.
It was getting lazte. He agreed to meet them in the evening
the next doy and all the theee wanted to po to Prem's house.
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Ravi and Ramesh were in no hury to go back to Hyderabad.
They wanted a good heliday and in the company of Gupta they
knew they would have it. 8o they planned to mest the next
evening, and for the present Ravi and Ramesh seid pood night
o Gupta.

Guptz forgot all about his persopnal unhappiness. He felt
a5 though he was in Manhattan with his friends. The corrod-
mg events of life did aot in any manner diminish his zest for
life, his capability for being socizble. That was one good thing
about him. He reached his place and slept comfortably. Ravi
and Ramesh talked for somoe time before they retired to sleep.

The next moming Ravi went to see Prem. Her father left

for the office. She was in the best of her spirits.  Ravi too was
cheerful and sportive.

“ Ar last we meet’ Ravi cmbmced Premn, Tt took soms time
for her to free herself,

She looked 2t Ravi emusedly and fixedly, and pretending to be
<roes with him she szid,

* Kavi wrhat right heve vou to embrace me ?*

Ravi smiled. ° Of course T have every right to do so. My
dear lady, I have waited for two months only to be sure of
reyself and my emotions. 1 accept marriage as parmership and
unless I have that assoclation T can’t be happy. T take you s

my parner it fife.  From neow on ours wil]l be one heart, one
soul and one mind.’

Prerm langhed.

“ Don't use poctic language.”

‘¥our lovks inspire me with poetic imsgination. Raphael,
the painter, wrote & potm to please his ledy love. Dante, the
poet, painted & picture only to plezse his Beatrice, Can't I, the
Engin¢er, use poetry to please my lady Jove I°
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¢ Ravi T never thought, honestly, that you had any souf move-
ment or crestive imagination. I took you to be an Engineer
dealing with machines and ¥ thought that perhaps you had a
mechantcal mmind, soubless and unimaginative.”

‘ Prem you do me injustice by undermining the poetic talent
inme. I can write poetry especially when I am moved. Poetry
for me s 4 spontan=ous expression of powerful emotions.’

"3 wn glad you have the finer sentiments of life. Life be-
comes enjovable and pleasant with & certain amount of artistic
excellence. Or else it becomes monotonous, dreary, stale and
unprefitable,

* The music we hear, the paintings we see, the beautiful scenes
of nature, the tzll rocks and the streams that few on them, sl
these lend charm to life.  And woman's love perfzes this idvllic
vision. The softening touch of a woman, the feminine gracs,
the sofi endearments, make man's [ife plemssnt. Prem you
have given me the elixir of fife and we are inseparable.’

Prem thought that it would be better to bring Ravi to the
plane of reality. It was lovable to set him sumrounded by the
balo of etheresl clouds. He scemed 1o be floating in a world of
fantastic delight, It would be wiser to pin him down to reality.
5o she questioned,

* Ravi will iz mean that we get married without your father’s
consent f7

‘My father gave me permussion long ago. It & for me to
choose anyons I ke

" Then what hindersd you from baving the marriage eztlier 77

'My own menial reservations. [ saw Lal hovering about
ymr [ just wondered whether you had any liking for him.’

*Don’t be silly Ravi, I never thought you wers capable of
being jealous.”
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‘It only means I am a human being susceptible to all the
limitations of the hnmans.”

"Ravi [ tell you I have mever encouraged Lal knowingiy
or unknowing'y. He means nothing to me. ¥ love you, love
You to madness,’

Bavi kissed her fondly. The suspense was over. Ther
belonged to each other. Their looks comsnyned wih each other,

' I promise to be loval to you, Prem, I love vou for ever

Bavi reechoed the sentiments of Prem.  Time moved gquickly
or perhaps time did not exist for them. They lived ia 2 time~
tess world.  The lovers were Iost 1o 2 world of etemnal sunshine.
The yoses bloomed in full glory, The garden in front of the
house was full of Aowers of all hues and scents.  Ravi plucked
one yellow rose and put it in Prem's lovely locks of hair. She
was pleased and happy. She locked at Ravi lovingly, Ravi
left Prem after lunch,

In the evening Murthi came from the office. Prem vs
busy arranging the drawing-moom neatly, The whole howse
had a festive look. Prem and her father were waiting for the
youny men to arrive. Being 2n artist herself Prem arringed
everything with fastidious care. The flower vases, the table
cloths, the sofa covers, all were armanged artistically.

Ravi and Gupta brought with themy Ramesh Babu also. He
had a vague idea of Revi’s love affafr with some lady in Delhi..
But he did not hava 2 complete picmure of the love affair. He was
asked to follow them, He came cat but he did not know where
they were going. It did not matter, for there was nothing Le
wus doing that evening So the thres young men reached
Prem's house in Ferozeshah Road. ¥t was 2 spacicus building
with green lawns and rich vegetation all around.  The building
twas literally covered by the trecs, the plants and the creepers.
The house looked beautiful.
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*It's 2 fine building ' Rarnesh commented, 25 they neared the
compound wall of the house.

* This is Prem's house " said Gupta.

*%Who is Prem ¢ 7 asked Ramesh.

' Bhe is Ravi's friend.  He met her when he went for 2 holi-
day. She used to study in Demver. Bhe comes from a good
family., Her father holds an important position n the ministry
of eduction.’

“Bo Ravi is a lucky fellow. He can get o job any day. 1
woader why Ravi came for an interview like me. He could
have walked in” Ramesh said half teasingly.

'O no. I don't want to get a job that way. I want to ger
it through my individual efforts not through the ageney of veated
interests © Ravi explained.

“Gopd. I quire appreciate your stend, Ravi® Rarmesh ssid

They reached the house. Prem was the first one to greet
them.

"This is Ramesh Babo my friend ' Ravi introduced Ramesh
to Murthi. *He took a PhD. in Food Technolagy. He i

looking for a suitable job. He has now come with me for an
Interview.

* Pleased to meet you Ramesh' Muthi said. Prem smiled
and Ramesh endersiood that she must be Ravi's lady love,

‘1 am glad to meet you' Ramesh said, looking at Prem.

They were 2ll seated in the drawing-room, Tes was served
‘to them,

‘How did time go with yoo Gupta? T hope you enjoyed
yourself * Murthi questioned.,

*Yes I bad an sgreeable day. We talked of our old student
wdays in Manhartan,'
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rIt must be good fun for all of you to be rogether. Thess
are rare oheasions in life. Rarmesh Babu this is the first time
for you to come to our house. Be cotnformble. Feel homely.
Murthy welcomed Ramesh.

“Thank you. I am all right’ said Bamnesh,

* We were five Indian students studving in Manhsttan. Only
two more are there. Ome of them, Sundzram, has no plans of
returing to India.  He is a dedicated worker in Space Research.
He wants to achieve international recogrition for his work and
ke is bound to get it Researchers of his fype are very rave.
Sundaram is a good worker. It's 2 pity we can't have him’
Guptz amid,

‘The government can offer & lucrative job and ger him to
the country * Marthi suppested.

‘No, he is not that way inclined. He is not job minded,
bt work minded, He wants facilities for his advanced research
work. To hum work s the soul of life. He iz a queer fellow’
Gupta said.

‘He ought to get married, Then perhaps he would come
dowan to mundane tife. Research is all right but it should not
overpower you. In fact nothing should overmaster you, how-
ever good it may be’ Murthi eommented.

‘ Yes that's true.  But one caanot help it. Tao great thinkers
and researchers ordingry pleasures have ne mesning’ Ravi
sard.

Murthi realised that they were a set of dreamers, utopians.
They bad 10 go a long way before they could understand the
paysteries of life. They were all young and enerpetic, radiant
and cheerful, But then he also realised that if young men and
women, took it on themselves they could metamorphose the sick.
social order into something dynamie. They had the energy
and the will power.
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" Ravi 1 quite apprecizte your ardeat enthusiasm for reform,
"but my own feeling is that nothing positive cap tzke place’
Murthi said.

Gupts immedistely took up the thresd of the argument,
¢ Byen in z country like England it took hundreds of years before
an established political order could be set yp. The fist Prime
Mintster Walpcle was often quoted as saying with reference to
bribes that it was a question of price. The bigger man took the
bigger bribe, the smaller one the smaller.

Murthi smiled. It was trus of mny country. It would pass
through 2 phase of corruption when the ignorance of the people
could be exploited. But a3 people become more and mare
educated and develop the right way of thinking the country
world prospet.

¢ Even educated people can go wroag. They may use their
intelligence for Machiavellian self-secking purposes.

¢ Rarnash Babu trhat you say i correct ' agreed Gupta.

They were in a relaxesd mood. They had 2 eolourful viston
-of the country and it resplendent glory, They thought they
wete the knights of 2 new order believing in serviee and in the
love of the country, In that meod Gupta added,

“If every Indian serves the country whole heartedly then
-all the ills would disappear. Ravi and Ramesh, you'll get jobs
in Delhi, T shall be practising in Trefhi nourishing the sick to
‘health, We all stand committed to social welfare and we'll
enlist like minded young men and women who have gone abroad
and come back. FPrem will be with us.’

' Excellent " Ravi zaid.

A seasoned administrator zs Murthi was, he smiled, sug-
gesting that the red tape and the deep rooted mal-zdminstration
coeld not be so easity wiped out.  But he liked the group, their
youthful enthusizam, So he suggesred,
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* Why not make my house the cenwe of vour activity © Until
you get @ building of your own you can assemble here and chalk
out your programmes ior sockal amelioretion and clean adminis-
tration. I shall be with you as an obeerver’

‘ Wonderful * Gupta said.

Some more rea and cakes were brought,  Immediately Gupa
said,

* This looks like celebration. Perhaps this iz the betvothal
ceremony.  Ravl, you writs to your parents and ger the masrizge

day fixed as early us possible. We cannot wait anv longer,
man. You have delayed already.'

Ravi smiled and Prem blushed sweetly. 5She looked more
than beautiful. Ravi held her hand as 2 promise to her.  Prem
Inoked at Ravi, Bavismiled. Their souls mixed ws mists would.
It was a moment ‘one and infinite *,
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