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HEIGHT OF NOON

{A Novei}

che day Amand took chargs a5 Voo anceilor thure
wocral rejorcinz ol ovesthe ooy For iz was (he
rernal Profezsar {0 Boihe WiooTlhilins ol
ity. And the way he cume 10 coiuay Lot Bigh

2 was itsell o surprise L e i ding Anand.
-ctirement ag Profussar vos dowwlisg e acd 93 was
ng ready for that sameat.  Che daparimenl o sesved
LO0 bty five yudrs 3§ i3 cuniesias. U coolose soepedl
pre Cled over by him as the !-‘L'iul:l[.-r;iz of 1 Culiege, the
stud st pniong olb wera b ohih fosmec Tuactiops o
him at the end of the mants. Hewas tuaig & ey and

hig plans werg to poaheaad woa Visiilre Peafissor

That was 25a adcrnoon By 2000 Sepira'wer
wonld rotite. Howas siitiwg intis dopast paaed oem
quj'té relimed,  The Dewvnty wotiatcir Mam the Lis'ey
came o seo Bfml Mz owetmsd 4o b guita seshad and e
-a3 perspining.  Fle wishind Protes ar fqaed a0 afyor-
noon’ 2ad aided, 'Sim the S:potarg, Elues
ment, just sow rane msuy He wats o

'l toke charge”.

Jlan dasirt
krow wkwn

‘Fake'chacge™ Arvind excluimd fr Y= i

mzdiately
cemembered Lakshm's words tiet moraingn



wrl i ocrdees hrve oome fiorn the Chancellor
2o oo Vies-Uhaneeller of the vswersivy gad the
foeter S opeeied o ven'

I besen'i reccived gay letter” Agand said.

L

e prevrenenl hias rectpvod. 2 copy of the letter
frap the € orea¥ir, S0 the Secretary wishes to ko
when Do cnn uand ower charge 10 you s Vice-Chancellor

‘Sease anicrin the Secretury that 1 shall rake charas
o 2T Septesnbwer. Let bim come that moroing” Anand
Sa10-

v 1k dorer the Sotrstary and find oul whether
D it el i’ the Dopany Repndrar murmarad.

gt Angiod wnd cuteserically.

Please wll 1the Secrxizey that ! wouid Tike 20 take
charze on 275 and let him make it convenient for RimseIf
L STl

He 1albed as thouph ot was God's will, He knew it
waa providertial. God's Blessing had come to him,  He
‘ealisad enee spiir that diviaz Providenss had glways
olayed & zrenter role thaa his individual efort in life. Ho
fell onaf things were made ready for him by the bynevaleat
hwand of God. Fhat was hizs pxpesrisnge 1hooushout, his
e Aaamd abandoned his idex of poing abread. He
nuad o posater rake to play i his pwn country and he was
Tooi opporlapily o osorve the ,U'n.h’&_riftj" ior another
ehrcs vews When i reacted home thore | were  alrpady
lricnds and adraieers wisifng to garland him,  Roses aﬁd
virel s, Anuthd wes e rdfy Dathed o the eadisgs - ebwsier of
Lok gatdends.
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Fram Lhe depadtwent Anand rafe up - Lebobmd aag
wld her about the gomd news. The hoase 120K 4 festive
colowr and Lakshime wes all smiles, admios wiling oz fasl
her prophoy had oo b obeotrs Hey praver. wers
answered and she "saw the fulilment o ki ambdibta for
herhusband. The daughters and the sons, alt fvll chated,
For two days wisiters pogred-iny congratulations came
rom ail-peris-of the State. [tdooRed like a g achitave
ment gepecially bucaust an internal Professor wis apoomicd
ViceChancellor just Bve dayx befode rethr~vanr.  If war
samelhing unigue and everyens fedt thut & gond man got
what he dezerved. Vo ali of them it looked lixe divins
dixpensation Tor Yhey Jrdw *that Professor Arzad was ned
in the habit of asking for anythiog. AS 3 ssfiolar noowas
interested in teaching and research.  He had ihs siholarly
pridé and humflity. 5o he wea ret ambiiaws o adial-
strative povis, but i oy such post wias olired o Lim be
whuld oot tun away - {iom respousibility. That mas why
Bt wals hapipy tobic the teader of the ehiversiy

Cw 26ih cvening Anand weat with his Dmily 10 the
Hills and 1kay apemt 5 quict vight mostly expresing their
gritefui devotion to the Losd of Lhe Seven Hills. In the
morcing they a1l went to the temple for darshan. One of
the Profesiors who uséd to be Diendly with Amnapd way
also thers an the Hills. He nas well known (o the temble
officials nad he introdueed ” Atsnd to-them. Thzy weie
all takun in and Anand presented himsell to the ford
hifors bie reported for dity in the universily.  Twenty five
years apo he had the first darshan of the Loml when he
ipined thi univecsity and Hnafly bty Gad'a gracs e bebarne
the Bresideat oof the university. Afl these years Laishmi
wadwiththit as' 2 paveaer - shurfof with- bim hig- cape-
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riences, pleasant aad unpleasent, with an vaswerving Joya-
By 1o God,

Anaed went o the ofice and the officers of the yni-
weeaily cecelved him with bappiness. He was no stranger
1w them,  They ail knew hkim.  As the Principal of the
Hriversity collepe For siv yegrs ha proved hirzelF to be a
fa:c and jus: adminisirator. 5o thev tooked forward to
anither spe! o] Hhat jodtnzes and fairness from him. He
R e at aas cspcied o7 Rim and inors than anything
it was answerasle to Gornl.

Anond went to the office o littie carly that day, The
Secrefury hied ot 5ot come, But he went sfraight to the
rigr and ozo, Led the Chair al the auspicious moment.
Arand wag pol arthados, oor did he belicve in any ritnal,
Yot B hod seroe intuitive way of thinkimg.  The Secrctary
kil® Wil ooy of fhe order. the Crancelln’s order to
Amnnd ves oull o the way,  Hy the Llime the formalities
pore oazr fl e core of the order alse came by posl. Photo-
vriois wiere Lok o ond crervthing seeied to he prepitious
The Farem el sartivs arganized earhor now became ‘W_wci'nome
partie-

At the votlvge counce weleonie party soms Trofossors
cruisad Anand Luvistiv. They reiereed 1o him as an
exeient ton_fher und perfiect gentfeman.  Quac Professer
said et DL Asand enu'd occupy any post of responsi-
Bilivy wilk sbincton aud any  waiversity could be proud
af ham os s Yee-Cieneeiion,  He oaly meant it Bsa
coriplimont due o Arand {or his sreven merit. Immedi-
atcly anacher Professor who ook pride i his outspokes
statamants and often blunimesz mistook the other Profe-



§

ssor's praise as flattery, ‘With righteous indignation he
seid.

‘D, Agand’s success 1= oer success.  He bad besn one
among us for severat years and his elevation isa {ribute
TR

MosL af the Profassors were smbarrasted.  Toey did
nat know how they were responsible far Anand's well
deserved <€levation. In fact nune of them hoped that
Anand would Be the Vice-Chane:llor. Anaad himself did
not expect that. 30 he mimply smiled knowing full well
that it was God's grace that Blessed him.

Apand ook everything in ite stride. 7= good, bad
and the indiffcrent aspects of lile pever hotnzred him, 5o
at the conneil meeting he replizd.

T feel that we should all wotk together for academic
excellence, for a untversity stands commitied to teaching
and reseaich’.

Fhey all appreviated his sentiments and nodded in
assent as he spoke.  Then there were other welcome
functions and receptions. His stwlents teaching in varicus
colleges of the university as lectursrs expressed their
rejoicing on his elevation through varions partics orga-
nided in several places. Tt looked as though they were
waiting for such an occasicn Jor a lomg fime.  Anand
realised that his task was a stupundous oac as so muny
wighed for Bix suecess.  He should live up to their expec-
tations and oot falsify their hoper ahend the develupment
of the university in his term of afffce.
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A year after Anand ook ovet the respensibiiity of the
uriivetsity adminisirative planning and devetopmant some-
thlsg “personal and pleasant teok place. His work was
recognised hy the American scholarz and he was to be
bonoured at-the annuat meeting in New York. It wasa
welcome relief {or him  from kis onerous duties.  Waiile
gvitg to New Yotk he siapped in London just. to have a
glimpse of the Ciiristmas gaicty, Yeass ago while hu wat
a student ho cnjoyed the ssason and all the joyousness
associated with the Christmss,  So he wanied to recapi-
tulate those moments of jov, love and happiness spread
aver towna and citice zll over the Chrissian world: He
wis ipvited for lunch by the Principal of the Univerrity
College, Cardif, where he téok his Ph: D He viyred
hiz old coflege after nearly twenly years. Ome of the
Piofessars received- him at the stition in Capliff’ He
took Anand to the Deparbnent weré he met soné of the
stall members whom he knew ezriier. Thire wid a world
of d:fercnoe between the od ¢oapny eed thr pew one,
Niw bridings had'comé wp ani tho whole place was
untecogrisable. Ewen the sursumings had changed
Aiand way h: ppy to be back in Fis cofisge. That was "wo
davs heore Christings but glenady the mood was on. s
the-colizgs jts:If thire were quite i fow parties 'Wheré men
and women were celubrating the Siasow

The Principal's linch was 2 memorable onc to’ Ananlf
The Priazipal felt that Anand shouid "visit thé Enivdriily
vofivar apaie and give o fow laotizos i his arda of special
bization. flc asked the conéerned ' Prifessor to think of
inviting Arand.
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‘When <on yoy come agd stay dor a fow deys? Tais
is pacation Lime, 10 vou can'l.smcst anyooe now'. The
Principel rommentad.

‘I can gpend somntim: in May.  That's the time when
1 am eetatively Froe™ A ine ) angw ered.

The Principal was vory bappy thet onc of the past
students had. distinguished . hipwelf as a schofar and had
hecome the Yice-Chaacellor of 3 university in India.  Inci-
dentaify the Principal of the Elniversity collegs was also
tha ¥jce Chanceltor of that university at that tims. Anand
was fmmensely pleazed with the fine gesture of the Frincipai
and " he thanked him {or his courtgsy and warmth in
inviting him o heavilh them in May.

Anand's next visii was o the Open university i
London, Distawce cducation was indeed a-bold experi-
nent and Avaud was koon on sesing the good work done
in the Open university,  Haz had discossions with the ¥iea-
Chancelbor and the Dzans, and. latar he was taken toursd
the campys. |, He saw ths Aim depictisg wivid:v ke arowh
apd dwﬂiapmnrt of the uaiveriGy.ower -the past ton WEGArs,
Within those vears the waivorsity had establislod ivso)r rmd
it ;:ue;n.d ruspectable recognition froam- the ofder wpjrar.
sitics. That was sefncthize amazing fior Anand, Eate tion
Nigdies, Anaod beliesad, would be.oae way of hri: 13,115
the university nearer- (3 ‘he commen man. Whai he
wogventionzl cgurges covid net do, - Gonlinwing e-d-m.man
p-upula;tmn studies and other extemaionwiudies-could,  §,
he w5 wholchearledly in love . with she bype of § Inaovatiys
modsurssfakine whace 1 the Gpan university,



£

1 thosc two or three days he spent it London he
saw tv his great delight everything covered with soow,
The open places, the buildings, all were covercd with
sheets of spow. It was picturcsque 1o see the whole
phenomenan of nalore trassformed inio one larpe mass of
whitenegs, It was cold and chilly winds were blowing with
soow flakes falling.

ARer o few days stay in the U, K. he few to New
York. It wag prefty coid.  Some af the Andhra residents
in NWow York knew of kis wisit, A fow of them came 1o
the ajrparz.  He was taken to the hotel where be had to
say. His room was on the forly fourlh fooar and the
hoie! was in the busiest part of the city,  The presenlation
of papers and the business coanscted with the anouz
meeling of the associalion was conducted in the same
hotel. So Anund felt Liat it would be coovenient for him
to stay in Lhe hotel thoagh it was expensive. He attended
one of the sessions in the morning and listened 1o the
papers presented and he discussions that followed each
paper with pleasurc, He entered the realms of scholarship
and he wes o wvith the sehoruu, [t was a pleasurible
expericnoce o the whalin  He el ssme of the scholars
with whom ne had iafarmal discassions.

[ thes cvesing he had o adend the banguet im the
New York unive.sily chib, It was o1y walkiog distance
From the poiel he saped, B owas awfolly windy and
chilly, 1ot buing December. Waea he reached the cluk
the Sucretary of the Associaticn, recsived Eim warmly and
Anand preseated 3 copy of his recently published book Lo
him. His boak along with other baoks published in thay
yedr were displayad eno, a fable while .members started



comicg i, They first had drinks which gave an oppor-
tunity oy membess (o move abaot and chat wilh oo
anctier, Aoand being a testotalier was [ooking for some
soft drinks whet ope of the members observed bis predica-
ment and brought hin a ¢oke. Anand could see sopme af
the members he had already met in a confereqes in Syvra-
ouse two years dgo.  He presanted 4 paper at that time
and it was reectved guile el %5 Anand was not alto-
gather a siranger to them  Some had resd bis books and
grticles thongh they poght aot have seen him.  Anand
Faund himself in gaod company and bz enioved tzlkiag to
thet.

Then at 7 otz all of izam shifted to the bancuet ball,
The Secretary of the association placed Anind a4 takle
where some Canadian scholars were already scated. Some
of them knew Anand, so ke felt quite at zase in their
company. After the banquef the mecling siarted.  Arand
stopd up as the Seoretary introduzed him to the members.
In his citation the Secretary said that the sssociation
would like 10 ackoowhidge Dr. Anand asa distinguished
scholar, an accolads thar was fnlended, he said, 1o reflect
their admiration for kis pumcronrs excellent poblications
He alew meationed that in the Fesrsehrifl presented o
Anand in hix uoiversity some of the scholacs assembled
there had gontribafed articles thereby showing their res-
pect for the scholarship of Anand. His sastained work
and coptribution 1o scholarship was referred to in baedables
terms.  The citation reminded Anasd of the coavocation
ceremony when honorary degress were gonferted on
eninent persons.  He felt happy that hig goict work was
wail rewarded.  The meribers gave him a wart: ovation,
That wasa great maomeoot for Aopead apd Lakshoei was
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drvensivg of it for a tong time.  Unfurlinately she couid
rot fulives hien on any of Bis trips abroad either because
of iwer poor health or because of soms domsstic probless.
She v 1he sacrificing type and she never gindped his
peins shread at apy time.  That evening Anand wisifully
(he st ef 1 “shmi und her concern for him.

Tho mext day wos again given tothe preseutation of
pryess Tn beeween the morning session and e evening
cen a1 there were @ few freehoors. Anand wanted 20 do
swi e o) oo and fuckily for him one of the [ndian lacies,
St v by wis dOIRg 3 goune in COpUter sCkEnce N an
Tacpitase pear his hotef coukd go with him. She aad hel
Tt rd were at (s airpuel whea be came  from Locdon,
T, vore inlreduced w2 him through a cominon friend
and 11y were asked to reevive hin in Mew Yok, It was
cops s ient Bt Aslta to go with Anand for shapping. He
Foo = oonre tor bovicg 2i%s for all ths mernibers in the
firil,, \¥herever he went either in India or abroad he
w0t imveriably bring presents to the family.  He derived
pin waece plessure in domg 5o, His house was full of son-
wend oo eurios and Cakshmi osed 1o refer ta the boasc
a6 musenin. Ashe patieptly weant with Apand and she
suriiwe 1 e o pleasant, Triendly type of persen.  She way
viLo ong achive, neatly dressed and conversant with iae
o sl the New Yorkers,  She took pleasure in assacia-
e serselfwith Anand, Oon the third day ol the confe-
oo wocn Anand wanled o leave the kotef Asha invited
deons their Aal She said 1Ak i was ng mconvenizneg for

th_mz to put up Anand in their Tut, Qther Tndizns also saw

hir:. He had goveral of ther coming to him and asking Fop
luneh or dinner. But &is time was mited.
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The night before he was loaving Now York the Aadar
Assaciation gave him reception. Anaad wanted o gl
the day with his old friend to Green Park arsa. They wies
together in school and college in Iadia and Dr Rzmazsh
was then working in New Yook, So instead of going to
Asha'v flat he went ta his friend's hous=. The feads who
dropped Anand in Dr. Ramesh's house agreed to take W
in the evening For the reception, i was areangzd i the hall
of the temple whers generally meetings were heid.  Oa the
first fleor gods and goddesses were instailed.  The teriple
was in z residential area and it stood imposing aod bazuti-
ful. Lord Verkaleswara Bgured there also as ane ol the
many Hindu deities in the terople.  Indians away (om
Lome had the comlort and satisfaction of recroating soms-
thing typically Indian through the temple, and ot wvisa
sourge of suslenance to them in times of siress  Ths
basement of the temple wis used for social gatheris ind
for youag Indian gicis to bearn Jdagcing Ofeen dons 19
rmusic chasses wers conducted theee,

Anand, Dr. Ramesh and Mrs. Ramesh were received
bv the members of the Association aed after ieathere
were spugckes.  There were quile a few Andhras and nuost
of them seermud to be prosparous.  Anand was aftzchons-
tely welcomed by the Prosifent of the Ascnciation 1o his
opening specch. Then Dy Rameshreforred to Azand's wark
as ue happened to know about it Anand in his i oply
thauked the hosts and talked about the Indian scune of
educalion. He also appealed to them to look homeward
and come back to their couptry with their rich crperiznce.
Tt was o pleasant and ecnjoyuble evenipg and it was a

rewarding experience to meet the prembera of the Andhra
Association. The next night when Anand left New York
seme of them came 10 the aizport to say pood bye to him.



CHAPTER 2

Anand returned to Indiz with the hope uf visiting the
Liniversity collese. Cardift. in May. Buf then to his great
surpvise he wis elecied Fellow of the University collepe,
This was & disti: ciion conferred on the past students of
the college for distinguishing themselves in their areas of
spectalizetion, Anand was happy zbout il Tie Principel
invired him for the Fellows dinner in June, so Anand's
(rip was postponed 10 June, He was back in the Univer-
silv cellege, Cardiff, in the first week of June.  The fine
supimer weather reminded him of the days when asa
sindent be vsed to play tennis.  Thowe wpnis corts wure
now comverded inte parkine area for cars. Anand gave a
(ew lectures and ke could meel some of iz old Friends.
The weather was fine and B was o pleasere to go about
and sce men 2nd women basking in the sun. He felt b=
was & siudent apain.

Ore evening Anand visiled one of his old friends who
fived 2 few miles away from Cardiff. He maintainsd
correspondenee with him, so it was 2agy for him to contact
him.  Anand and John wed to play tzrnis tahle ten=is
apd Ptadointon, all wrist games. Their fTicodship was
mestly theough gamss. Anand had several friceds like
that, but ke also had others who belonged to his discipiine
and would digcuss with him varicus aspects of their soh-
jesl, There were seme others who weore Faldans with
whem Anand hed political affilistions.  He was also seen
very much in the Theosophical society every Sunday
evening.  The mement Anand reached John's house, Joho
was all smiles. His fuce beamed forth cheer and he was
happy to sce Anand after so mapy years. Mrs. Johr
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jaired her husband in weloming Anand. A tall young
mzn appeared in the dearway, He was like John apd he
was introduced as his son.  His daughier wis away atten-
ding some course in Excter w:iversity. John secmed to
be affluent and (ife had besn bind to him. Aunasd spent
au howr talking to Joho wnd Mrs John, John was datit
ghted to see Anard as Vice-{huncellar and he himsel
®es expecling to be the Headr-aster of the school wher®
ke worked.

After tea Anand made a move to go back to Cardiff
and John offered to take him back to the hote], While
driving Jehn was talking ail the me  1fe was so full of
reminiscential thoughts that hic doiving - oemed to be no
hindrance ta bis talking,  As it was lale 1 ke night there
was ot mich of traffic.  Gradually the conversation
turned to Mary. She was his friend and he wanted, al
one stage, 10 narry her.

*Anand da you know anvthing about Mary" 1

No' Anand said,

“You know I loved her and wanted to marry tar. But
ste had a trepic fate”

3 she dead* #

‘No, but her life was thattered to pieces. Half way
she gave up 2er Hons. course and took up e job in some
cther place.  She used 1o ring me vp now and then and
assure me of her Jove for me. Later she stopped ringing
me up and | wis told by her mother thas she got marriad
to somecne thers'.
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‘What a pity I I exclaimad.

‘The man she married was foand to be x lunatic and
he wis sent to an asylam’.

‘Did you sec her again' 7

‘No, bat I heard from her sister that Magy was te-tibly

LIPSEL’
‘Sometimes it happens Yike that,  Mary must be very
unlucky, She nay have magried again'.

Yes, she did, but even this seems to oe a Tailurs’
John was sad for 2 minute and addet.

"Anyway Tam lucky inooy domestic life, Yo have
scen Anne, she s an anderstanding typs of woman, We
have one son and one davpiter, both a1e coming up guits
well inoeridies. Pechaps 1 wouldn't have besp happy with
Mary %he wos ambitious for many things and it would
have been difficalt for me to satisfy her’

We par what is destined for us.  Especially marriages
seem to be mestly hased on prodesiination. Ever though
wo think we are choosing, the chowee jrself v predeter
meined, There is no explanatior why A shouwld fall iz love
only with B. Tam glad you are happy and contented’.

‘Even as a student 1 used to be simple und modest. 1
ant still the same man’.

‘1 see that. There §s no change in yon'.
‘Haw abont your and your Family™"?

‘L am equally Wcky a5 youl are and my sucress is
largely dependent on my wiltc., She iz a fitiog companion
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ta me, patient, loyal and generous, Even if [ go WrRTIE On
certuly ocesions she gives me the right advise. 5o the
steeam of lile has been 1 simooth one’,

They rezched Lhe hotet and fchn left Anurd Bromising,
in sue him aguic the next day.  The moment he left him
Apand slowly aroved 1o hiz voom.  Msmy was sill in-his
mind,  He remembercd gleasly the first time he saw ber in
the Fabian Society mecting,  Ske smiled and started
laixking vo him.

You are ftom Indiz, I suppose’ Mary said
Yy

‘Did you join the university recantly’

“Yes onty a fow weeks ago’

“There ja un Tadian girl, have you seen lert 0 she

15 80 lenely. T hope you will ialk to her. Il bring her
tomorzow’,

Mary went oa talking lke that as thougn zhe. had
been his friend for ages. Anand could see that shy was
simple, warin heurted and friendly by nature. She was
full of curiosity, anxious to know about men and matters,
That was Anand's first impression of hear-

[ would like to hear from you all abaut

¥Our country.
I am very much interested in India’,

Avsnd was pleased. Anyone who- said a fow Jne
things about [ndia or showed any intecest in his country
wae invariably his friend. Be was 20 Full of mationa
that he often felr ganoyed
bis conntry.

| spirit
i anyone spoke slightingly of
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‘] am plad to hear that” Anand said.

- shall 526 vou tomorrow Junch time at e Porter's
desk.  For the present bye, bye’.

Mary ledt Anard and rushed to the Bus gland.  She
was in & hursy to go As she lived a fittle away from Cardiff.
Anand just watched Mary with amusement for she werned
to be a Little unusual. Most pirls would fight shy to taik
to Foreipmers wheress she wax guite friendly. Mary was
good Incking and she walked with an ciation. She did
not sulfer from azy prejudices, =0 she could talk with casc
and comfort. In her dress, in her talk and inall her
movements there was only decorum and &igalty,  She was
atural, there was neither pose nor affectetion in anything
she said or did. She was uninhibired. Se Anacd was
definitely intetested in Mary aed he looked forward to
meeting her the next day.

Gn pme Mary appesred 2t the Porter's desk and cast
a lowvely lonk at Anznd.
Jet us go and sit in the park It's lowely' Mary

suggested. Doth of thert maved to the park and saton a
beoch. The sky was clear. [t was October, slightly chity,

pat ccid.

‘in your part of the country, i3 it very hot?

‘Of course it is Aot

‘How 1 wish to be in such g place; Tdoo't ke thiscold
wanther”.

~ *Winter i$ no docbt bad, but spring and summer are
lovely, My first winter in England was awful. Everything
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waz cark and dismal. The trees were bare and T didn't
see any birds either. I wondersd whethgr it woeld be
like that the whole year. In April I foupd the birds
coming back, taickers aad busles sgrece apain and the
plants blassoming.’

Yes our spring is lovely. ifonly it i spring all the
time hew pleasant it will be!” cuclaimed Mary.

“How iy it possible T The original sin has brought Lhe
change i seasong, we can't helpit. Even things delight-
ful bocome stale i they ars seen ail the time. Chenge
is the faw of lite.  Even in 2 man's lile there are changes,
he caanot remain yputhful 210 his life”,

Trus we grow ald, Iz this world aoting remains
constant, Even mar's fove.. . Mary stoppod end lanked
meaninglvily at Anand.

Pernaps man's fove 15 consmar, We Tear of prea:
lovers likbe Anteny who have sacridiced everyihing for the
sake of lowe”

W2 tliese are atl stories oreated Gy posts and stary=
iellers.  In renl it conditons are different.’

May be” Anzad added,

*Anyway fu your country do you choose your pari-
news 1.

Mot very often. Onee in oz while youog men and
womin ray cloosz, but this is not comman.  The practice
is that {he clders first discuss, find out the family back-
ground and theo finally the panacrs conceracd wiil see
sach apecr.  There tse’t soything Hite being ecpagzed.’
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“So love grows belween the two only alter marriage.
Prior to that they 2;¢ airnoest styangers.”

yes' Apand said.

Anand observed how in the west even afrer all that
ciaborale process of kaowing gach ather, getting cngaged
and marrving, therc were seme odd cases of jocompata-
bility in temperament and other excesses in Behavicur
leading 1o the brusk up of marriages. S0 his own convic-
tion was that 1o system was completely satisfying. He
was not prepared to condema any system for each hzd its
advantages as well as disadvaotages.

‘Don’t vou think we are hetter of in this respect 7
Macy queried.

iI don't think so far very often even this systemt has
failed. The increass in divoress ooly means that some-
thing has gon: wrong somewhere’.

Mary looked zt him sadly for ima way she saw the
truth in what Anaad had said and she did not know what
was in store for her. Thep she wanted 0 change the
topic. 5o she said,

*How about your caste system ¥

iAs bad or 25 good as your olass wyslem. The same
barriers hold good in Bath the cases, ours iz based on
gocial customs, yours 1s based an coonomic conditrons

Mary thought that Anaad wax clever. For everylhing
he had an answer, 3} the time oo the defonce, though. It
was time for thent fo go, Apand cealised that they would
mizs Tunch if they were 10 g0 00 talking like 1hat for some
more Hme.  5a he suggested,
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‘Let us have luach in the town’
“Wondertul® Mary said.

Anind distinctly remembered all those days when 18
was friendly with Mary and they liked each other’s com-
pany. A month later Apand saw her with Jchn, So
1here wes no brewk in his friendship with Mary for Joha
was hizs friend. Ip fact he feit that John was the mpght
pecson for ber for he was dependable.  Mary was higlly
emotional and it would be botter for her to depend on
someons whose fuct were ficmly ou the earth, That was
his understanding of John and Mary bal that pight as be
iistened to John he oo was moved by the unsuccessful
venture of Mary,

The neat day at the dinser given by the Principal he
met several ladies and pentlemen and one of those adies
happsied to be his contemporary.  She said she koew the
[ndian girls whe were studying at that time in the Unjver-
gity cullzge.  In faet one of them was hsr ropm-mmate in
the hostei. She inguired whelher Anand bhad evzr met
them in India.

‘No, 1 haven't sa22 them’
Annnd said and added,

ey were from Kenys, [ wonder whether they had
come Lo Indig later’.

Anand koew one of them for she used to com2 to him
for some help in studies.  She was doing her first degree
and zbe could not Tollow some texts. Even ihough Anund
was Got very keen on teaching at that stapge she impased
hersellf on him.  He fiked ker for her simplhcity though
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intellectunlly she was still teo grow, He himself did oot
bnow vhother she vy Fond of Bim, kol ke gever allowed
kimsell to he averpowered b emeiionalism. A Tew vears
inter B fieoird thal her mother had come to Indi 1o search
of same: geod allivnee for her,  For one mostent Anand’s
mind was given tr thow iwe Indian pirls apd ke wondered
what kg Pappencd 1o them,

Tie dinner wus good snd the favitees Deing irited
they condd talk tw 2ach ather in 2 friendiy mancer.

Mler the dinner Anand come hack to the hotel zod
thoupid of ks student dovs in CordifT Anand enjoved
s oy, di Cardiliand bz had several happy memories of
Lis sf . He was o member of Lhe Fabjan saciety 1ad hig
fergria'hodn the TOB D wan as address to that societw. Tae
Vi gty wolivge Fod @ poud defaling tradition. Ewery
Friday wveniog thece were ehe debates in waich Anand
invatbiv pavticipntled.  He was considered 1o bz a poad
speaker,  Ore Riv geiting the Jdepree his Research Super-
sipor insdend him Tor Tea,  incrdentally Anard told his
teacher ahout s Levn fntereat in debstes Fmmediately
iR redlmer, aosnnner Snofo-Cothelic, said, *Yes, | iaw
sty Lore etk ihie de 0 That was the cieasion when
A st pported the Prestdfens af tha Rationalist Socisty
on cRelzion has owtlived i wielfiiness’.  Anand was a
Ruimea st ard he felt that the essence of religion, of loving
Slloen Bumzn beirzs was piven a o by, and man's
snlucn nily Lo o wis on the jnerease. For all imzartags
debntes feading persans oF the day were Tavited and siu-
dents Laed lersapport them, So Anand was amused when
his taacher rrade hint the devils discipde.  In the debate
an ihe eofenia; poalicy of the government 4nand supported
the Ur.der Szcretary for Colondal affairs, while an Afriean
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student wax with the opposition led by a Conservative
M. P. The debates used to he Hvely. There was alot of
intelligent mischief too, EBspecially the hack benchers
weze. always busy, huckling the speakers. It was indeed
good fun to participate im the dchates. FEsen though
Anand very often diszgreed with 1he Conservative students
on political issues, they were all hiz good friends.

Tn those student davs one thing that shocked him was.
the deatk of Crandhi. Heand hiz friend were coming on
the bus when a geatlernan next to them told them “Your
Gandhi is dead”.  Arnand’s fricid barse inte teers, Dot
Anand controtled himself.  He sutisfied himself by writing
an article on Gandbi 20d that wos publishod in one of the
local papurs. Tt was anmaxing ke ses how  The Dewspapers
ir. the UK. unanimousiy praised Gandki asa true Chri-
stian, who praciised (he Christian concept of forgiveness
sven to Lis foes.  Most of them felt that the prophoey of
the Sccond coming was fn a way fulfilled. Jesus Christ and
Crandhi wers put to death by their own people on a Friday.
Even Gamdhi's pelitical opponents sapressed similas senti-
ments iniheir papsrs  Anand admitcd the Britishers fop
their catholieivy of owtlosk. He was very much a2mibsed
hy Shuw's cryptic comment; *Tt shows how  dangerous it is
to he too good’, Anard never forgm! that significant
chservation Hé viewed Gandhi as 2 martyr who came intd
thiz world with the mission of getting lodependence io
India, Ogce thatwas achieved he was recalled, for martyes
had no will of their own, They would submit themszives to
the will of God. Gandhi did rod leve even for 2 vear aber
India beceme free, Anand read a lot of literamse publistosd
on Gandhs at that time  That was 2ne event that kept hfm
thinkiag. for a loag time  §f stirred hiz imagination deeply
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and he thought he should write o Gandhi one day. in the
week he spuntus w adsilor in Cardiff, he wax full of
nostalgte reminiscences of his student days.

(2 the tast day of his stuy in Cardiff, Anand attended
the Fellows dinner The naw Feliows wers intraduced to the
distinguished members by the Principal of the University
coblege, One of Arand’s contemporaries i the college was
placed next to hum at Lhe some table He was President of
the Students Union in those years when Anand studied, and
he too used to participate in the debates. Anand knew him
and bis lricnd conld casily reongnise him,  He said,

‘When the Principal suppested your name for the Fel-
lowship T iragined that it wust ba you. My gness is cor-
rect’, Tis shock hands with Anand and they had a pleasant
time tatking of the old days. Anand was pratefol to the
Friccipal for having invited him and made it possible for
hitn ta spend a few days on the campus.

L'nfortunately by thai time neither his  Professor nor
the Driroctor of bis veczarch was living. A few vears 230 he
saw his Professer while returning from the 125 4. Bui his
Ditector died too young. At the time of the Fellows Disner
Anand remembered distinetly how the Professor  aas kind
to him.  Tenmudistely afiee the war all  the British nniver-
sities wers fulf and it wos difficuil Lo gel admission for any
course let aloce Ph.D. Anand refed his best to get admis-
gzion Tor Ph 13, in some universities, but he failed. Lill then
he believed in man's innate sirenpth, his capabilities and
selfl effert, Nothing was impossible for man £ emly he tried
sineerelv.  That was his implicit faith in himself But after
coming to Britzin e was baifled on many oocasioos in his
trigls ficr getting admission. His own effort came 1o a dead:
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and, when by chanoe he  visited Cardilf or 2n invilaiinn
froma his fTiend, Mohin

That was first Seplember. Anand and his frernd were
waiting (i the Ball for the Profeszor. Ile came with a
cheerful icak  He was tvpically Welsh, He sat by the side
of Apand. Maohan was standing 4 little away facing them,
The Professor 5aid sTowly but saeatly,

“Feg, I ieve seen the preliminary chapters.  Thev are
promizing. Wl tzke you for Ph.D. You cas cowe in
the firsl week of Qctober and register for the course’

Anand's ‘oy knew oo bounds. [t looked as though a
miracie had happensd  The Poolessors words wens sweet
as music. This was a gquile a contrast to Anand’s flest
experignee in Londen.

Anand remepiced over the events leading to the:
expericnes in Landon. The Second World War wes uver
acd a few months 1ater Anand got 4 passaces on a ship to
Landon, There was nolmoch time. Everything had ta be
done in a burey.  His studeats were waitiag to give parties
ta him. The Prircipal was not for such an sxuberaece from
the students. e did not permit them Lo hotd farewell
parties to Anand in the college. 3o Apand’s students
arranged them in the town, They wished that Anand would
refurn with laurels, In a way their wishes were hlessings
o him.  Ife woved his students, ezturally they were fond
of hine. AL the hoeme front Lakehmy? did nor 2y moch bat
like a brave comrade helped him.

Just on the day of depariurz Anand went to the post
office i see whether there was any mail for bim. There was
g lettar from London. The Professor sard that Anand
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should come for the next academis year, not in Jfanuzry.
The rroublea had started. He coufd not postpone.  No os2
would upderstand his plight. So he kept the letter with
himself. He did not tell even Lakshm. He hoped that
eversThing would be all right for him. Till thewn ever ything

came to him favcurably.

g, Anard sailed from Bombuy and he was ie Loudon
by the micdle of January. [t was the coldest day Le could
imugine. The ketibly cold winter already disoelled some of
Lis Tomantic ide=s about Erglaud. Fed on the romantic
peets he dreamt of & land of natural beauty, bat to his
great horror everything s dack and the rrges Jovked
megacingly demonic wilh Jurk harks and with oo leaves on
the branches.

anand entered the Professor’s reom. In fact his
corppapoudance was with the Reader, who left for Canada
an same olber aseignmeni.  The Professer looked &t him
eoldly as though Auand was zouwanted Witk a forbidding
widoe he said.

1 gsked vou to come in Svprember, for the nextazade-
mic year, not pow  Why have yon dame now!

i am rorey T got your isticr only oo the day of my
departure.  So T couldu’t postpone my Jeumney. [ aeas
helpless’.

sApvway what conree do you wanl o pursue T

i wish to enrol mysell for Ph.D. so that an zy e
turn 1 may raie my own sindents for sesearch. Our upiver-
gidics are pood opto the postgraduate evel, ooly at ghe
agaarch level we need guidance.?
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The Professor leaked at him for 2 nrinute, Porhaps he
thought that Anand was over confident. The Professar
gaid,

Yo are only twepty five. ¥ou are g frosher T can’t
take you far Ph7Y

Apard was Aabber gusled His dreamband collansed like
a pack of ¢ards. Anand’s pride was hart, but there was a0
aberpative He had io take the admission for MLA. or loaf
ahaut. He never thoughe that he would receive nepation
apd rejeclen fa lite,  This was 4 now experience  Tov him,
a bilier cipectencs. He was terribly spset. He spent a vear
in Lemdoen working gredgingly and teeliog humilinted a3
he could nofl get his amintion fulliled,

St owhen e got admisston for Pa D, in Cardiff he
couldn't belisve himsel,  Faor the first tme in his life
Anand realised that Sod's grace was gpeeded befors amy-
thitg could ke achieved. Man's elforla slooc cowld never
give swecess In life. la the fined analysis. he felr, disiae
ilspensation ¢ounted in 4 large mensare. This was a new
awarenzes that came le Anand. He accepted his defeat. [Te
no longer over emphasised mens almightiness. Be was
humbled aod :his was the first stage in the gradational
process of his understanding God's ways, Whersas he tried
Kz bt for admission and failed, almost wnexpeotediy he
got what he wanted. It was a godsend, and it meant that it
was Qod's will that be shovld join the Univessity collage
for FR.T2.

The Pellows dinner was o, and his mind was in rets
raspeed Boe szw how God felfiled nimsell in many  ways,
Dig he ever imapine 1aaf he would be horoured by his owa
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college ¥ He did n't even think of it fur he was ignarant
akout the Fellawships. It was another grand day for him
bringing back t¢ him sweet memories of his college life,

‘The sext day he icft for London. He was invited by nac
of i friends in Gravesend: o few nules away  “rom Lon-
don, to spend wdav or two with him. Dr. Prasad and
Mo Mrasac coceived himy al Paddington stalion and they
took him in their car to Gravesend The drive in the ear
wazs plessant.  Anand Jound their houss cosy and ecalor-
talle. The Prasads kad only one son and he was studying
in the focal school. They came fram Anapd's native dist-
rict and ke had an fnnate liking for all those who came
from that ared. He was very fond of that sich, cublaral
region  tarough whith river ¥rishoa flows. 3o auvoos
ceming [rom that area reminded him of that beautsful col-
wiral helt, Dir. Prasad and his wife were introduced to hioe
by his close friend fron that area,

Afier tunch D Prasad took Apand 1o Charles Dickens
centie jn Fochoster. 7t was an old  house associated with
the novellst's 1i% and work., It hod & history of its owan
and i Agured i soize Of his povels. Anand was amused to
Lsten 1o the recorded versions of dislogue from some of
the novels of Dickens.  He saw life-like Ggures  proseoied
in glzss enclosures énd the whols scene was rendered reali-
guie throogh the reproduociion of speeches.  One could sew
{Miver Twist getiing his lesson in pickpockeiing from Fagin.
Anand felt that such receeations of ¢haracters, with their
voices reproduced, was wonderful, Tt fonked as though the
past fved {o that house dramatically with all that visaal
perception
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The next dav Dr, Prasad proposed a visft to {anter—
tury, the holy town. 1t wasa gooad drive and they woere
aaor im the wneient town. FTher visiled the cethedial,
spavivus, Listoric and monumental  Naturally the nractyr-
dom of Beeket was very much in the mind o Anapd, Vo
be in Canterbury wax something of 3 pilgrimage to the holy
and the devoul, and the whole place broathed  that atmios-
phere. Then they drove ro dover. The Dover ¢liffs, white
chalk ones, reminded Anand of King kear and the scenc
whers Gloncester imagined fuiself to have faller From the
clifs.  Ships were moving 2hout,  Some men and women
were learning boating,  Melidey revellers were in plenty.
Prasad snd Anand spent an hoor watching the busy, siral-
ling human fignres. They diove back to Gravesend. Anand
thanked the Prasads for their hospitality and for giving
him an cxeellent holiday far from the madding crowd, Hs
was asked to sperd a dzy mere but ke had a tighr schedule
and the asxt day hwe had to fly to MNew York.
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Anand after his hotiday in Gravesend flzw from Lon-
den to New York, This time he wanted 16 visit some Ame-
cican umiversities for establishing collahoration with his
anjversity in India. One of his visng was 10 Wisconsin.
He brd some correspendence with the Doan. se he was
keor on exploring possibilities Tor 2 coilahomation with
Wisconsin university for M B A, progzamme in his uriver-
sity. Anzand was full of ideas of {oteeducing nw courses
and of making depavtmsn:s rescarch oriented  So he had
discussions with the Dean and the lsttar of anderstanding
hetwoen the bwe universitios was prepated.

Anand say.d with cne of the Professors from Eretin 1o
Madisan. A disner was given in bis honowr and he conld
meet quite & few of the Indians resident i Madison, e
of them. o medical practilioner was from Andhra. Navnrally
he took mare inlorest i Anand and invited kim for dinner
she next day, Atabact six in the evening Dr. Siva Kao
took Anapd ro his house in his car, TTs was a very pleasant
ype of person  Arand asked hie,

Ten't vou feel tike coming back to Andhra ¥

“Yoa, we would, Wy wife and [ have been planaig io
return 1o Andhra and Wfart @ nersing home, perodps & year
fatar.”

“Thats good” Anand said.

‘They reached the houss and Mrs, Rao was introguced
o Anacd, Then he saw another women just peeping in
and going away. “The moment he saw Ler ke felt it vasa
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familizr face. A maoment tater she came with a pot of tea
and some ceps. Do, Rao said,

‘This is my mothor—in-Jaw'

‘WMamasthe' Anand said muechanically bm! something
wag worrying him.  Then to his great reliel the woman
§aid,

Pon™ you recognise me? | was your stadent Latha’

Anand was simply amazced. It took ons minute for
hir to recollect that old farnihiar face,

“yes, | remember. -1 taughl vou before T went abroad.
You helareed to my first batch of student

Anund looked st her smilisgly. He thought that there
was not much of chapge in her. She was slill attractive.
Leoking al her Anand said,

‘Age has not withered you. You still s#em to be
aclive aml cheerfuel’.

Yes this weathsr has -done me good. [ have .been
with my daughter in the U.S.A. for the ‘ast gne gear,
Before leaving India I saw in the newspapers that you
were appointed Vice—Chonecelloe’

D, Reowas pleased with himsell that he had invited
someane. fiready kpowo Lo dis methergindaw. In facthe
didu't mention Anand’s .mamedn the house. He simply
said that:be had invited @ Vice-Chaacsllor -for lea. Or
2lse Latha wonld -have told them ewen savlier abowt
her asgosiation with -Anand, Mrs. Rao lecked at Anaed
with zaverendge. B he happened .tobe the teachur ofher
tnother
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I+ indeed z surprise, = pleasant surprise for Ldid
nul know thut my mother—in-law was your student. The
unexpected abwavs Fascinates me and T am glad that your
coming is like a family reunion.”

bz, Rao was jubaliane,
sHoew f8 Lakshmi % asked Latha.

‘Fine' sajd Agand and added, ‘we often speak of you,
Espucially Lakshon mentions you jn somé context ar the
ather’ .

L am gled to hear that. Fakshmiis a gracious lady™
Mrs. Rao was curions to know aboui Lakshimi, 5o she
goestioned,

Who is Lexshmi 7 You mean Mrs. Anand, du youo
know her T

“Yes I know her. We have been good fricnds. We are
almost of the same age.  We have bren like sisters’

‘But you have nol been weiting to her’.

0 that doesn't matter.  Where heary meet corTed
pongence is a paur show aod you know that 1 am no Enad
in writing Jevters.  Bul T love Lakshoo

Anzad was lisiening to Latha in a happy, amused
manncr. Dinner was served. It was a simple, homely
meal, 4 typivai Andhea meal.  Anand  liked it very much
a5 he had missed the Andhia food for the last few days.
Anaod was strange that way.  Eveo though he stayed in
the U. K. for three years apd visited foreign countries
sevara] Himes e was terribly fond of Andora food.  Being
a vegetarian paturally this food gave him variety and spicy
meterial Anand thanked his hosts and laft the place.
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The moment Anand Mt the place Latha startpd
tatking.

*Anand asad 1o bew good teacher. Siudents Joved

zrd respected lim. He was the most popular teacher at
thal thoe.

‘Even now he talks ia & pleasant manner. He is soft
spoken and he jooks ceiturad” Dr, Rao commented,

Ht's so strange that we should invite him for the
sake of Formality and find him to bs no stranger at all,

He comes from cur parts’ Mrs. Rao toachingly referrad
2 kit

‘Move than thirty years ago T washis student. Hc
still has a cheerful dispositfan.  FExcept that his hair bas
turnes geey he looks caergetic and active.’

Litha nostrigically thought of Anand.  Suddealy she
incuired,

‘I wonder when he is going back’

‘We have no idea, perhaps next weeX' commented
rr, Ran,

All the three were thinking of India.  Their miads
were racing buck. They could go back only after 4 yebr
as por the agreement, Dr. Rao had. Latha could so hut
she did not ilke to leave her daughter, Sh: was the oply
child for her. Ewven theugh she could go hack with Anaad,
yet she did not veature to say that.

Tha! night her mind was completely giver to tae
remembrance of those vouthinl days when she was Apand's
student.  Those weee the salad days for her when the iden
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of being in love with someone pleased her Imnrensely. Tt
fed her imagination aod gave 1o her a dreamy cxisteace.
She hersell requested Anand one day after the lecturs was
over to give her some help ip Boglish. He was a little
purfled. By nature he was shy and reluctznt to talk to
women.  He was no woman hater, but he was ¢o woman's
than eitber. He mziried Lakshini on his- own accord.
Even though Amand's marriage could-oot be called a tove
marriage yot it was based on Anand’s liking for Lakskal
Waturatly therefore he waated to be faithful to Takshmi
and liead a peaceful 1ife with her.

If the sudden surprising weciing in Madison distirbed
Latha that night 3t was equally irksome for Anaud. He lay
avrake for a long dime aad thought of Latha’s ramantic
iiffabation For hine,  Slic came Lo Bis house everyday for
one hour, and as ke taught her she would ke smiling Al
the time. Always that smile that bewitched and intrigued
him. Anand did not kaow whether she wis admiring him
or vas smiting at him for he seemed to be oo dull in
matters of love, One dzy Be ventured Lo ask her,

‘Do you follow me 7

OF coyzee Tde, Lilke your teaching, that's why 1
Bave cone seeking you'.

“¥is that perzles me. I wonder why vyou should
chaose me’.

*Becawse you are s¢ godd oo.o.ovonare an excellent
teacher... ... vour teachmg thrills me........"

Larha stopped abrupity bol i1 looked as rhouph she
wakted [o sey-something olse,
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ha il s my teaching that pleases you®,

“Wob just the teacher in yeu, the man io you is of
great appexl to e’

Anand smiled.  He andorstond that Latha was Fond
of him.  She grodually endeared hursel® (o Lakshmi,
Whenever she was free she used to come 1o akshmi. She
wis afmest o mamber of the family.  Lakshmi, seing good
natured, never f2lf jealous of Latha,  As they were almnst
of the same age, it was susy for them to ke ezch other,
Latha hed a wev of being vseful ta Lak<himi ia her wark,
8o lhe one hour Lathe spent wik Anand was nominal,
Her aszociarion with Lakshmi Decams rmare sipnificant.
Lakulhimi with her generous natan: look it 4 an gssociaton
af her past life, or ¢lsa she could not understand why she
shaudd ke so fond of Tatha,  She had her own sisterz, not
as though she was starved of Jept aMection. Latha was
eweet and endearing to Laksheni, She was eygually fricadly
with Anznd casting amisble looks and making oo seorer
of her love For hins,  Anoand wncerstood Tatha's fondoess

for him. bol his loyaity to Takshei was unquestioned.
e day Loakshmi asked Apand,
“What ao vou think of Latha 7 13 she inteifipent

‘{Of course she is intellizent. She is also poad in
alracting men'.

Dhon't b silly.  Latha is simple and childish. I Lk
her' Lakshm! said.

Arand kad nothing more 10 say. He had to accepr
the verdict of Takskmi and noi hint to'her thar Lathae
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wag i fove with Aim.  Even if he had said (hat, Laksinoi
would have Aatty refused to Dbelieve. %0 2 few months
nore telled on i this harmless fondness of Latha for
Azand.

Luckily for him hiz passpore tu po abroad came just
when Latha was finishing ber course and gofng away Jor
her sumner wacnzion.  While taking leave of hum Latha
touched his feer reversntly and he hlessed her.  Amnand
went abromd and  Lakshmi informeed Lim fater  abowd
Laths's marriage to someone of her caste. Anzod had s
sigh of relief, tut jt was a ditheult and trying tre for um
alsa. He no doubt Tked Latha bwet he also knew that be
could agver e unkind to Lakshmi,

At ke dincer in Madisenr with Dr, Eao, Anand came
to now TheT two vears 200 Latha lnst her hushand.  Even
while he lived she wszs mol keen on him. IE was & conven-
tiopal marriege where the humdrum life went oo according
a0 certaln social moros and mothing oulwardly would be
seen Cislurbing or disovievng, Latha's ramantce tlights
of imaginaticn had no outtet bBut she got reconciled o the
way of living accepiable o scoicty and apparsptly made
oo Further attempts ab realising her long lost world of
romantic love.,  Anind cvmembered that only once in gl
{nose vears Latha saw Aramd and Lakshmi almeost hy
chanee g Madras. Tt was an areidental meeting. Takshmg
atd Arand wers invited by some frieads and Latha
neppened to come thers 55 she was refated to them. The
morient she capre she Iiterally cmbracsd Lakshmi aad said
‘Namasthe' to Arnand,  She locked al Anand, ax of oid,
with loviagness.  ‘Then she zor busy in talking to Lakshmi
and revesled her mind freely to her It wes through
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[ akshmi thzat snand coutd get an idea of Latha's unfatho-
meble mind.  For all practical purposss he could sée her
as 4 happy soul for that was her omward appearasce. But
the secthing discontent and wohappiness could be réevealed
only to Lakshmi for they had been real good [ricnds,
Arand was amazed to And Latha o very parient in aceep-
ting life as it came by her despitc her inward cravings for
a differeat life. That might in Madison he was 12 a mood
to [uxuriate on his funeiful wssoclalion wilk Latha but the
next day he was off 1o Washington.

in Waskington he kuew one of the offiesrs in the
Errhassy and he arranged Anand’s visit to Smithsontan
{peti=ute,  Ansznd saw the Dhrector and  afier discossioons
il was lTound that the Institute would be ifnterssted In
establizhing contacts with seme departments in his dnivers
sily  The Divector szid thatin a dav or two a batch of
younge sciendisls wers moing Lo Borbay,  Ansod’s visit 10
the Instiinte was communicated to them and at lunch time
they ail met Anard  Anand thenked the Director for the
interest he had evineed in having collnborative work with
hiz university v Fodia. Later the curater and one of the
voung scientists took him round and showed specimens of
anima’s preserved and most of themn were rare opes. No
doust 2l thar work needed dedicaliem and  financial
suport.  Anand's stay in Waghington was fruitfui for he
cotls mest some other officers alay who  would be
uselol to the university,

Anaud was busy with urdversity affairs, the moment
he remmmned.  He was committed to his work aod he wag
thatoughgoing in everything he did. He aimed at per-
setian amd never did eoything half heartedly, Work
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was his relipion. and service 10 mankind, Bethoughl, wes
service to Gad.  Lakshmi understond him compleiely aod
never priermsled about his deep involvement i his profe-
ssipnal work.,  Butll of them shunned pullicity,  Anand
never craved Tur anvthing, nor demeaned himself by asking
for fuvours. He keew that God would give him what lie
dereyved 4t the right time and his duty was to do bis work
paticntly, sinccrely aad faichfutly  Hiz wok had to be
Judged By God and not by haman beings. 5S¢ he nad to
do it Bawlessly and 10 the best of il abilivies. Thiz palicnt
waiting for God™s grace apd naf getting wadnly excited iF
things <iid met apper a5 e plagned wes dewcoped by
him through seme sxpericnees he had in life  He realised
that if ke did not pel what Lie zsked for, it ondy peant that
CGod had other plang for him and he had 1o warl, He
gubrited el e CGod s will and he found o his sur-
prise that what God pave him was much belier than what
he had asked Tor or plaoned for
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Anand eome to such conchisions only through an
awareness of son ¢ rich, revealing experiencas in 5fe. The
tirst thne fe realived Lhal mar's  effort eould be crowned
with success oaly with God's groce, was when he got admi-
ssion fur FPh.D. in Cardiff. His planning failed and frafly
it was divine dispenzation that tool him to Cerdiff. - Simi-
larly on his returi: to India lie gpplied to several universis
tizs, He hoped that 2t least i some place merit would he
recogrised and k2 was prepared to go apywhere,  Hig fixst
interview was in Irellu. The Priacipal was cxccedingly
coutteous 10 Anaad and he was silaefed.  Teunoag he was
taking the iaterview in Delhi there was 2 o figram for him
asxing ki to go to Poona. That was summer.  The heat
and cust were terrible. §til] he went to Poona, One candi-
tate there posed as though he was the chosen vas and that
the post was meant for him. Anand felr hie poing away
without at‘anding the interview. In fact none was sclected
i that time. Strangelv enough there was erolher telegram
for him direering him to go to Bareda.  He was Lired by
Lhen, vet he proceeded to Baroda, The train was crowded
ard he reached Barodz lare in the pight. Next morning h*
atlendad the interview but it was only a farce. It was pre-
determined, He came o the station end oear liis compart
ment lic foend one of the Sclegtion Committee metnbers
#Td alse one of the candidates who came for the inlervicw:
That candidate was selected even thongh he was not highly
quaiified. He told Apand thai he was surprised 1o sce his
own eachers on the Selection Committec,

Finally Anand reached his home town after an absence
of ten deys. Ho was quite exhausted.  Hehad snough of
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those interviews. Thure was still some more time for bim
o join the coltege s Delhi. He thought he could relax.
But he had fo luke znother jonroey, for a post card from
Hyderabad wzs waiting for him. The Professor sinply 5aid,
I¥ you wish 1o join the uatversity, please come immedia-
tely*. 5o Anand had to go o Hydsrabad. The Professor
was glad [0 see Anend. Fie wanted him to wait for o few
days for getung the orders. But nothing happened becauge
of some adininistrative hungiing. The Professor, boing a
gooad man, was profusely apologetic ard Anand guietly
Ieft for Delhi. T occurred Lo Arand & second time in his
life that he had ty submit himself to divine direction.

Life i Deihi pleased Anand, The cosmopn’ilan atnos-
phere wax a welcome relief to Lakshmi and children for
they wore oo fong in a provincizl town. They breathed an
air of fruedum,  Thure was much of social life and often
they used to go for picnies visiting several beautifal places
in Dweth:.

In (he callege Anand was Ioved and respecied Dy his
stucents and cobleagues, They all {rasted him, The auth ri-
ties found him to be an understanding type of parson com:-
mitfed 1o his work Most of his colleagees were senicr o
Lim in age and they suffered from the onslaughtzs of parhi-
tian, As Lthey rarrated teelr tales of woe, Anand listened
to them with sympathy. Fresh from 2 Rritish tTnivensily he
was much moved by their accounts of human sufiexing. But
it aleo rurprised Bim to see them with their raw feelings of
passion, jealousy and hatred.  lp feet he could not vnder
stand why ey were up agains each olher, even thouph
all of them had the same cruel fate of lozing everything
tkew loved. Their suffering did not chasten them, on the
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wher hand it hardened them, They were full of bitterness,
incapible of seecng someone ize in 2 Setrer posilion.

But Anand was loved by all of them, mostly Decause
of his liga gqualificalion and friendly nature. The warring
tribes hud no Resitancy in confessing their own  innermog
feelings 10 Anand. He was one with «ll of taem, yet all the
time Dz heot hiwsso alen’ and detached, Cae of then eol--
leagres nnce commeated that Anand was lHke water oo the
lotus. On another oceasion vae of 1he calm-going teachers
whizpered to Anand Lhat some of their colicagues were
wotally wicked. Anand being & humanist was pigued. Ho
sumply said, *Mr. Singh, when vou see a pood man, thank
Grod that He has created o gond person. When wou see
someone wicked, feet sorey For him for afier all ha is also
a part of God's creation’. Singh wus amusad and deliyhicd
He said 144l whzl Arand had stated was upanishadic. Pu-
Anand rofured, ‘Prankly speaking T have not rexd Upaoit
shads, Mr. Sipgh. My observation it baszd o3 common
sense’  But Singn tonk Anand to b a wisz man full of
philosophic wisdom. Singl was so geod to Anand  thal he
peesented a set of Rudhakrishran's books of philosophy, for
be found Anand to be extremely deserving 1o have those
tooks. He said thet he had waited for a long fime o pre-
gunl {hem 1c 2 good man, and he found Aparcd (o be that
ma,

Hix atuedents were shways eager to talk 1o him ¥3s was
DUt ou every committes and he bad to deal with stndent
provlears. He cndvared kimself to them even though e
did not speak te them in Hindi. He understood  them but
h= was a little hesitant to speak 1o them in Higdl, Cut of
curiosity some sludems used to ask him, Sir, dor't you
koow any Indian lapguage U You aiways speak in Englisk’,
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Arvand would smile and sav, €0 ves, Lhave my own lan-
zuage richer than your langrage. Tt is older toc) The
students would laugh Oftea Agand was pat &> cinbarrass
ment for he was misiaken for @ Worthern Indian. 5o wvery
one would speak to him in Hindi and even though he said
he was from the South they would not accept it

day bes your forefathers might have migrated [rom
the North to the Soush' they used Lo suy.

Arpand smifingly would add, ‘Perhaps”.

O {he whole he faund hi=[riends to 52 warm hearted.
Often they invited themselves fo Anard’s howse for they
liked =mowme of the South [Indian Qishcs prepared by
Lakchmi. They visited his house sometinies uninvited fou.
In ture ey invited tie Anands, butb they never ven rrred
1o g0 unless they were (nvited Srand waz sought after
for advize oy Lefl the proups in lhe college It used to
pa diffictit for him 1o keep their secrets to himsely and
advise them in the right manner, mostly for the gaod of
e instibiutiagn.

n the third vear of kis sray ia Delhi Anand developed
a curious thinking. He lved in a Iocality in New Thelhi
where several government officers stayed. lla saw the
eompferts and the privileges they enjoyed even though they
wers not so highly quatified as he was. He felt that
tesching did not give him the advantages that an cificer
enjoved.  He nsked himself why he should depy hiv family
the comforts of a paod iife just becans: he Toved teaching,
He remembered the day when an officer of the India Tfange
in Londen suggested that he sheuld take vp & governcient
iob, and ke flatly refuszd. He felt that his rtesearch expe-
rience shotd be useful to orbers in the Indian uaiversities.
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Sa he apled lor o teeching sssignment and he did weoll as
a teacher,  Perhaps the oifv iife had ifs own ismptations
far remote Fromn the seclusion of teaching. %0 Anand
teied for seme administrative jobs, Twics hs camz to
kaow tsaf he was selected, bot on both the occasions *here
wak aorne litch, and some  inkerference. and the admin-
srzative machinery stood i the way  of Az aotting ordets
of appointment. e was desgusted with 20 that manis
pulation ard Intriguing that weat oo behind he corridors
of power.  As he war in Tholhi he could inow the innsr
palitics.  Sometimes he asked himself why Je was hanke-
ring aiter an adininstrative job, one that Je rejecred
carlier irumediately alfter getring his degros in the L R
There was a confifer tn him detwesa what he considered o
ke the chiesen path for fum and tlie alluring picture off a
life of pewer that he dreamt of.  Gul twice thar vewinre
deludad lim.

Im e Bfrh weer it s0 haposiied that 2 Viee=Chancallor
of g South Indian universty visited Delhi. Someooe who
wpgw hoo offered (0 mtroduce Anaod 1o him.  As thay
seached the house where the Viee—Chancellor was stayiag,
the hesl asked Azandg,

'Are vou from the Mieistry of Edvcation ¥°
‘W, T am in the universily®

The gentieman who offered to iatroduce Anand was
sl wailing Tor zn opportgaity, while the host took the
jead., This was quite uncxpscr).  The Vice—Chancellor
was smeling A cigar with relish and enfoyment. He studied
in foreign universitios and he was kaown for his urbans
oullonk.  Slowly be said,
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“Why do vou want to teach in Delli 7 Tn your sulisat,
we don't bave sach o highly quaiificd persen like vy in
our parls  Ae ate now starting 4 now  eniversilty Jo ke
Souwih, Yuu'd ketier join the orniversity and develow the
deparment.” )

Ail this he said on hiz owe o an unhuroizd waaner.
H: looked I 00 wino taok life casy. The way hoe 1l load
indicarcd that Aratd had an odlization to tzach ic his
avwn atate and not in Crelnd He was =rasious in iz rofoce-
nes o Anand, and Lo Anand it sesmed to b2 toa good to
b Bzlizved Onoe aguin the divine agensy started working
sven thouglh Anand could not anderstand it ar that time,
The gentizman who was  suill walitng o introduce Anand
Felf cabarrg-sed,  Floowoodered wieiber Anand kpew the
Vice Chatcedor and peelendzd 10 be oot xnowing ki, Sc
Lz asked 1he ¥ice Chano2llorn,

SR do you know Anand ¥

T doe’s know ki, but Thave heard abop? Bin.  We
would Tike to huve him in ths pew woiversity’.

Anand thankel Vb Vies-Chancellor and l2#t the place
tr high spirits. e dashed ¢ the college amd fnoked at
his coliengues with sore secadiar supercilicnsnsss He
thought thal Lis feer’t waes rocogaised. Vary soon he
would hezd & row deparnazst in o new wriversity  That
gave him elation 23 1+ arv somee of achievemenl. He
never thoughl that so rmoch sood logk woeld come to Bim
almost unnsked for. Lakshry wus equally  delighted.
Apand Acated in ae a'ey Lnacinadon. for dhe next three
months  Fyerythirz seemed 12 be propiticus aad he be-
eame reconciled tor teaching e fovect ali about the 1wo
inzuspicious attempis lic made ar being an admipistrator.
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The joy of teashing came hack to mim.  Hle wore a now
Iook of confdence unid complacency,

After three months the Vice-Chanoellor cames agaia
on sone work e Thelind, Anand wen? to ses him. 1o had
trowalt [t osometime Lhea the Vice-Chancellor came
and expresstd Lis uwahappingss shoul lthe way e opew
universiky was shaping. e no longer bad any say in @z
matters.  He told Arand very cleacdy that he would aot
be taken. He felt soory Tor having given him oancoessary
Topes. T Aanand bad che elinic of 13 bafere, naw he was
in the nother world,  His feet drageod on. Afies all thal
jubilant expeclalion, the unfaveurabds nzws looked like an

anti-climax. He roid Lakshmi about the upsxpected turmn
of events.  He hed to sccept bis defeat.

The pecoiiarily was that the pezation came asud
crpecleddy as the good rews  Anaed realised that he
winild never gel anything 9 e so casily az alt thar, Been
if someone took a bking for him, he had 12 go through e
milt; not for hun favours from others. This was his mond
af resignation, yet he smarted vnder repeated reversajs,
He hixdte b2ar the brunt of the blow for a few months,
Then came the summer wacation  Azand spent the lact
tew mouths in a restless mannsr. From the dav e heard
ghout the nevy aniveraity he felt he had an obligation o
go cack to his State. It wa:z 2 srrangc obsession with kim,
Wlen he went abrodd it was anly with the view o getting
a researeh dewree so that he could come hack aad secve
the cansc of research and teaching in the Indizn univer-
sities. But Delhi with all irs artracrions bluntad this
parpuse in him, Ta the usiversity, as yet thers was oaly
teaching, and aot muck research waork was dene. Anend
very much fled to do reszzrch on his own. Lo that mood
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of disgust ke wisd for thoss two admipistrative posts un-
successfully,  Sw 2ven aftor five years of stay in D, he
was still groping in darkaess and his fuiure seerted o be
ax bleal a5 it was when he frst joined the colene in Delhi.
The dedicated 2eacher in him was slow]y ebbicg out.

Quite feraciousty he developed 4 nastalgic ahachment
to his Stare. He asked himself whether be was a4 rofuges
amoag refagess. Something gosded him that he saculd go
hacs to his Slate. He really did not know in whal moment
Le Vice- Chancellar tald him zbout the new  universiy, it
made him crasy. Ounece tha idza cavght him, Delhi lost its
clamour for hie. He fonged 1o be ir Andlira. Bome innet
fury uverpowered mim o scrve the pew Uiniversity, nameil
aller the Locd of the Seven Hills,  He wes 1ill them an
apnostic, S0 there was nothing religions about hus choice.
He loahed 2t it only from the academic point of view, not
from ony senee of a greater destiny awziling him. Ewven
skourh divine dispensatien repeatedly showed itself ¢ be
sironger than homan “effort, he did nor a5 ye surrender
hiresell o the will of Ged.  He sull siruegted 1o assert
himsell as an indepecdent intwllectual,  aot 1o be deterred
by the inbospitabie happenings in hfe. And e very much
wapted = disticet ieatity for himself. Ovan (ough he Lad
broad human sympaihies for che luss privileged  classes in
sazicty. vet he maimtained an eristocratic exclusivéness.
Riches had no meaning for him, vet he loved 1o maintuin a
digrifivd aloofpess from the sordiduess of Jite. Liks most
olhier human beings Apand was # bundle of eontradictions,
The decper self in him had yet te matarialise.

Arsnd and his family planned Lo go o the South o
the suamer vacation. Ya all those five vears they went to
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e South only once.  So they wers longing *o be hack in
Andhra.  Anpand loved hiz willage. Even though he Ead
been abroad and lived in  Delhi for five years his village
with its arcient temples, green fields and large fanks niways
appealed 30 him  The rastic in hirm never {eft him, Perhaps
on that zeooent ke could never talk with a2 *wisted tongbe
and flaizer anyore. He was invariably ¢ourtesus with cvery
onc but ke was frank and open in his talk with others. I
was indead diffienlt fo ses whon his pustic {ruthialness
overpowesed his ecquired sophiatication. So comiag hack
b the village in the summer was somathing doar to him,

The moment he reached his'village, his brother, who
taught in the High school, told hird that v dew nnjvarsity
advertised for a Readership, Anand immuedicely wrote 1o
ihe Registrar starkine that he would be in Andhra fora
menih,znd iF they Hked to correspond with him they could
writs to hirc within that time., Fle was asked to come for
an interview in Madras. They did not speciically mention
the post for which he wus called for inlerview.  Anaed d:id
not 1ake the interview serionsly. e did not xnirw anyone
it gave him freedom fo express himself freely. Mogeover,
his Rrilish depree and bis slay in Dolhf pave lim conti-
dence, perhaps over conldence, Hiz replias were very curt.
At one stage he was talking and lalking, and one of the
cxperis ventured to suggest, ‘Dr. Anand, don™t lecture Lo
us'. Perhepe wome of the members felt that Anand was
proud hecanse ke did not show the customary modesty that
a candidate for a job wos expected to show, He was
sheolutely indifferent and he did not 1alk to ther ahout his
pay or desigaation. Tn fuet it was only a lectureship that
was advertised. Evn then the new university was appoint-
ng persons independently ireespective of the posts sdver-
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tised. The scholar in Anand revelted apainst all such
rercenary transactions of pay and designetion. M he wan-
ted to serve the new university e would, or else Delhi was
there for hire. Uhat was his atiftude and the zuthorifics
look advantape of his silence.

At the time of the interview Anand was &0 reserved
that he did neot talk to any other candidate. He lel the
plege, immediately after the interview, but on sccond
thoughts he felt e should knaw seme details about the
post. Solie came back., Luekily one of *he candidates
talked to him.

Wleres are you working 7
“In Brelhl

“This i5 only # lectureship and they won't pay 5o miech
s vou nre getting in Celhl®

He was in fact ihe local candidats.  Anand was an
outsider even though e was an Andhre.  The jocal candi-
date was good encugh to glve him an idea of the experts
aad the officers of the university., Amnand felt thar the
laeel gentleman would get the lectureshin. He Teft the
place thanking him fov the information. TAat very evening
ke left Madras znd went to his willage., He told Lakshmi
that a leca! person might be appowutad and that they cauld
o back to Foikl afier the vacatien. Lakshimi never
contradicted anything that Anand said. That was her
way of rmavaging bigr.  She knew that he & nat like ta
be opposed. 8o she was a silenl spect2tor, sosmetimes
purzled by the strange moves of hor ddealist-hushand.
Ghe sinaply said,
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-Adl right, whalever Is desiined will Lappsn.  Ler us
ol worry'. Yes, dastiny was sometliing uashunnebis, bas
Anand was still teving 1o wrigels himself owr ol an awk-
ward situation, fur Le was over—qualided foi that post.
Yet if ho did nob set i, would B opean that na ons cared
for mevit 7 He stiil belzved that somewhere merit would
be recognised. He did not foce faith in Limeelf orin the
good quuhiication he possessed.  He was prepared to fight
the bartie of life, aud oue day be hoped, the ceward would
cumne,  Thi was his thinking, boal ofien reality sevmed Lo
ta remote Toom his ides] woeld,

Much to his surpriss, within 4 weoek he recsived the
tetrer of appoictiuent puiting him oa ths same pay and
desirmatien he had io Dslhi. o fact that pay Rappened
te be shehtly more thau the Reader's pay fo the new
univessity.  Anand did act Knew the dstails of the grades
and it loakelf ax ehough the acthorities wanted to tess him,
Perhaps they wanted to see whether hs would care to
come on sucil unfavoarabls tzems. They could oot keave
him aitogether for e was highly gualifed.

Anand waversd for a few daye He had an eaiablizrhed
cepatemion s a good ieacher and he was laved and res-
pected by Iis colleagues und students in Dolhi.  Be was
almest sstided in Hfs by the time he went abroads A
second Lime Lie stacted afresh when he joincd Lhe coilepe
in Delli. MNow a third me he was wwying 10 hazeod 231
that aad come 1o an unknown place with no Boprovemznt
in his status ar in the salary. It looked foolhardy. [Towe
ever he went to Delhi to appriss the Principal of the hew
developments.  The Principal of the college was extrzinely
uabiappy.  He did a0t want to lose Anand. Very touck-
ingly He said,
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sAnand, there are some teachers who are good in
teaching, but they de nut have & higher research degree.
Orne may ke a pood rescarcher, bul he nisy bea poor
teacher. One may even bes good leacher aod a goed
researcher, but as & man he may not be good.  In you, we
find ali the three combingd. You are a good teacher, a
pood researcher and zbove all a good man. You love
to be nsefol to athers. It is difficult 1o get a person like
¥ouw'.

Anand was perpiused. He never thought that Principal
Gupla had such a perception of men and matters,  He
touk im as an adminisirator, perhaps unfeeling ard
business-like o his relationship with others. He never
imagined him te be so discerning and so humane. Se
Amand thavked hir profusely, yet e pleaded,

1 think I have to go'.

“Why should you go 7 The offer is in ac way an im-
provement on your present pusition.  You are  defipitely
taking 2 risk by going there, We will do every thing zoad
for you. You have a beiter futurg in Delhi. What’s the
use of going to a provincial university

The Trincipal tried Lis best to disconrage Anand from
going to the South  He was very genercus ip his promises.
For three days the rempration was on, Finally Anand zaid,

f hove a domestic problem. I thoak you for your
kindness, yel [ think 1 zeve 2 go”.

“Whiat's the problsm ' quegied the Principal.

by sister is o be martisd. Unless T ge be Andiral
can't 4nd 2 suitabie alionce. S0 please permit mu ta go’.
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The Principal was 2xaberantly liberal, e satd,

‘Anand, you ean 2o on leave for one month on full pey.
Culebrate the marrizee znd come back to us',

Anund was dumbfounded. He did not knowv what ta
say. Mar oid L expect the Principal to be so warm hearted.
It was 2 new experivnes for M. bul something told Gim
that he should rake the risk. He loved adventore ard he
fell that [fe with alb its hardships was lovable, He did noe
hargain for a life of ease and comfort.  He was atill in his
garly thirzees, so the strugpele conld  go oa for so:me mare
years. He was notin a kurry o senile dowe.,  He had a
romantic fascination for uvsexplorsd regionms. 3o while
aporeciating the Principals geshire he was anxiousto go e
szarch of 2p vaknown fare.  He reguesied the Principal,

‘Tlease lat e go for o yrar,  Let me see how life will
a¢ at the other cnd’,

The Principal realised thar there was no  paint in pre-
gsuring Anand 1o stay.,  So he said,

‘Anand, T have one request.  Pleass don't inform the
studenis that you aee lsaviag ug'

Anand promised to o away the nexi  day itself witl.
Ul informing anvenzs, oo fact it was still vacation time,
voly 2 week luter the eollege wonld e reopened.  Anand
eoally did uot kaow why the Principal made thsl suzges-
ton,  Bui he saw ne diflicubiy in olwervizg that condition.
He thanked the Prinzcipal and left Delhi the sery pest dav,
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Qnly oae of his coltergues knewe of his departure. Hecame
fo the siation tosec im off  Peculiarly encugh Anznd
gaw one of s students  alse searching far bim near the

train.  Anand wondered how he cume 1o aow of his

moveniznl. The time was ur The tesiin hoved out. Anand
said ‘eoad e’ to hix colleague snd his student. The
adventurer was lvoking forsard 1o a new Sl PaT OGS,

anand’s mind wes Tull of vague fedss and dovbts, Jor
the pigfure was nof & rasy oud. It was enly o change, nat 2
chiuge for the belier, af things szemed 1o be at thal tine.
The meuneat he entered the compartiognt he sdw oad fami-
liur Face. He was from the Asdamans, he used torha in
Trellf meving about &3 a2 busy idke person. Hz had no spe-
cific ‘ob apd ao settled irvon, Anand very ofien saw m
jn the com pupy af s felend, wha wasvery kind 1o that
aptleman. Tespie ol his clabbable gualities peraaps
Drathi gave him wotiiarn, S0 he was podng back with his
formiy.  Anand eyrnpuinised with hime, for he oo waa in &
simifar  prudicnment of  cstablisking his identity and
fii.ding his roots sway feom Dethic Anand was oflen givea
to such imeginaive Dleas. lle tatked 1o that gentleman
for samelinwe rocpilelating some of the bzppy assclations
in Lelhi,

The Wy journey te the small town exhagpsted him com-
pietely,  Lede fntie nighl he reachad that place acd thers
wos wo Accommeodation, e had to make do wily soms
room in Uhe cheuitly and the pext morning when Anund
sow e oficor concerned for acrommaodation Le expressed
swprise thal le Tid come.  Thea Andnd reached Lhe
Uriversity college io report himself (0 duty. Tke Principal
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came loie ard Apand hod to wait for semerime, The
Bripcipal wore the iypicel Smesh Tndian dresss with a clessd
cont abd a turkan on. He seemed to be very reserved and
ot wery communicative. He did not show any enthusiasn
inreceiving Anand. Anand’s first interview with hie chilled
him. He did not wvery npouch like the place. In the svening
he saw groups of men gorng about the  strects with druin
beating end some Xind of body movements coasidered 0
be dancing. He wondered what ft was, and e was 1old
that 1t was & refigious rifual Anand oever saw the beg
ternples of ihe Soulh, nor was he aequainted with the ils-
as of the {emples.

A week afier he joined, one Satueday mo:aing, he weint
up the Hills, That was Asthanam Jday when the Lord's
acccunts were caiculzied and the debt he owed 1o Kubera
siill remained unpaid, [t would be over anly by the cnd
of Kaliynga, It was an awvspicious day, s0 therd was a ot
of tush in the temple He just entered lhe tempc amd saw
the two [gures &l the entrapes. He ilought he had ai-
shed seeing the terapls, #ad he was abeut to goaway, when
someons pushed Aim inside from the sxib side. Tt was a
a vigior of supreme blisg M hirm. He felt he had come 1o
the journay's end Just for a spilt secoad  he was at peace
with hirmgelf. It wids &8 mystc expenence, not repeatlsd
again. He was thoitled  on sceing the ol ina majeslic
pose, offering beredierion to the devotzes. To Anand &
was a novelly.

But the smel! town with ity grolesgue mannets repel.
led Lini. Hiz family as vet did not jein him. The fruitless
search for & good house went on for waeks and weeks, He
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wis almast a foreigner to the local peaple, and often lie
was mistzken for some Panjabi or a LR, fullow. He was
questiomed wherher Re was an Aadbra. He wonderad
whether Lakshimi would like the ptace, thar tnnwhen Uhers
was no decent house for rent, He murtnured out of self-pity.
that it was a fzll for him rom oivilizaticn *o barbariam,
Essantially Anand was warm hearled, bui the Tpcal propls
sezmied o e maller - of - fuct and very practical in theis
approach o life That was Anand with his spirit of adve.
teee in the nuw aniversity.  His cosmopulilan ootloak gave
hime = rode shock, for it was irrelzvant in thal small own,



CHAPTER—3

i

Within 2 week of Anand's joining the naw university
a telepan came from Delhi. Principal Gupla informed
Anané of the revision of pay and asked hirm to return to
Deli  Alreadv Anand was feeiing a litle disappointed
with the new place and the job. So the telegram still
pull-d Lim down, He felt that Ie had made & mistake in
leaving Delti  So he went to thy Regisirar and showed
him the wire. The Registrar said,

We have scarched the whale of (%~ Scuth for a
spitable porson and only with great difficuny we conid get
you, Wralsver is due to you, will conme to you'

It looked like a promise, but the Vice—Chancetlor was
away. So¢ Anand conld not see him.  Aayway he said to
himself that he would wait {or somelime, at least fora
year, s¢ that be could prove himszlf 1o be 2 good teagher
and establish his identity as an Apdhra. 5o he wrote io
Prircipal Gupta that he would wait for a year. Peculiacly
enougk within that time his sister’s marriage was cele.
brated. He sent the wedding card o Principal Gupta in
Delhj. Pat came the reply, ‘Now that your headagche is
over, eome pack to Delhi’ Anand was pleased to koow
thet he was still wanted,

Anand wanted to take a final decisinn ozly after two
vears, Fwen though he cape all the way from Defhi his
servives were not properly wtilised.  The authorities wece
still stedying kim or there were pressures on them for
having krought an outsider who was young and wosild stey
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with :he department for vears and vears. All the other
Heads of ibe Dopariments were retived pergons who might
stav only far a few years as a passing phase.  But Anand
was in s ey thirtess by the time he jolned the depari-
mant and he would go om for years. Perhaps there wes
rethinking on thal aecount, Anyway patiently ha taught the
undergrzduates far two yoars.  Thoy buceme  his admirers
and his reputation as 2 zood teacher wac establishad.  But
nathing was dene by the awthoritivs,  Perhaps they were
still watsking hie.  So ke was pureled and peepleged.

Tt the boginving of the third yesr he ventured to g0
ta the Vice=Charncellor and express himseif frealy,

T have heen here For two years, but no effort 5 made
to start the Postgraduatc vourse, I for ary roason you
wanl to bring someons else, vou are free (o do so. Tean
go back to Delhi.  They still need me'.

The Vice-Chancellor liked Apand.  Even then he
was raken aback when Anaad talked Jike that. He too
was feeling awkward in kespisg Anand without utilising
his services properly  Apparently thers wers prissurss on
him, vet s did not like w lose Apand  He might have
realised thal Anand's parisnce was exhausted. So he
said,

Wor. Anand, we will do somathisg for you'.

Admnd could aot say anyihiog wore, [l thanked the
Vice-Chuncellir and hoped that something would be dons
far him.  fut rothing happened,

Anand went to Madrys for o Seminar. e was away
for 1 week and by the fiot he came back there was 3
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message o the Registrar thar Le should sce Jim imme-
diately wn hin veturn from Madras.  Strangety enough,
Anand 0w his return Jourisy men an ciderly gentleman in
the train. [noa cosusl masner they strted taiking for
they were the ooy actupzats in thar first class compast-
menl.  The gentiainan asked Anacd to choose the name
of 4 dower. Anand said ‘Rosz' and the geptleman PrE.
dicted that ne woeld go uheoad.  He said that rhings were
getting ready in his absvace for his trip abroad, and ag
hiz peaurn 1ids would Be in the ascendent  The moment
Anand savthe Begistrar ho todd him that o his ghseace
hix namne was szat 1o the U, G C. for an assigament to go
w ke U, 8. A, The Fogisttar also 101d bim that he might
not he seleeted, for the University sent only thrae names,
bat the L G. . wanted another rame g0 that they could
choose two cut of the Drer names, That was how Angpd's
name figured in the Jast winutes mostly becausc of com-
paiston, aot odt of chodee, So the Registra: noked Apang
to keep i confidzntial and avoid wanecowsery speculations
Tor it was unlikely thol he woold get it Ouiy e firs;
thres names were {he recommended ones mhereas Anapd's
nanie was a subssquengt additiod,

But Anand remenhered the prediction and he felr thar
it might come to De tree. Within a faw weeks he heard
that hie was selected to visit the American universities “or
hundrad days for studyviag the General BEducation progra-
mime. Anand was one of the ke Iadiar edurators sel.ctad
thal year. e was happy to sot it Laishmi felt that some-
thing better awaited him, The small town seemed to voanr
well, and that was the  third  yoar of  his reaching i the
vniversily. A.sng wiih him ihe Principal of the ozl
worlen's college wis zlso sefecied.  S4e wis oee 0f The
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chosen three of the university. Anund was the frsi teacher
from {he university collegs to get this opportunity of
going abooad,  Lide seemad Lo be moving ahead. For
nearly three vears it was siatic. fften he had to accept
the humiiliating sitnation of being a Lecturar with the expice
rience and qualifications of a Profassor. Bu: he never
blamed anvons. He knsw his own limzitatiors. WhaeTers
others used o appresch and bring pressere on *he authosi-
tieg he was veluctant to talk about his joh.  His thinking
was that whes he was fed pp with all thar paticnt waiilng
he woyhd leave the university. Somelinm s he was oo out-

spoken in his talk,

Ar the tiue of the dianer  givun 1o him and Le lady
Priccipal by (he Vice—Chanceller an the eve aof their poing
abroad, the Tady naturally expressed ber gratitude to lne
Vice—Chancellor in flambeyant and colowrful Janguage.
Apand’s turn came and he simply said,

By Gud's grace [ go to the 15, 5. A&, a=zd [ wish that
opporiunities of ths type may coné to others also, so (hal
the upiversity will have the best of their gRoericnue.”

Eve- Tor tae sake of formality he did a0t express his
gratitude to the Yies- Chanceilor.  His conlention, when
questiones by fricnds, was that he could not uller an un-
truth for Lis pame wag sent onply as afilling vpthe gap.
The authorlivs right have found Anand 4 sirange paison.
Yt they Yied him,

Hundred diys in the U.S.A,, visiting various univer-
gities, wos o pteasant task for Doro Anand. He felt thet wll
the rood work he hud done ja the UK. for the PhD. for
thres vears; was - rewarded by an umexgected holiday for
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hundred davs, o the frst moath he cver aftomded some
classes to see the diferenes  bobwesn ihe Brotish and (he
American systems of feaching. Lecturiagin the Ameriean
upiversilivs was lafarmal whereas io the Beitsh aniversitios
it was quite formal, A locture was a serious exposition of
scholaeship for one hour, In the Amesican universities a
lecture coulil just become disenssion hatf way If the siu-
dents cepresded some doubts. So it was partly [eciusing
apd partly discnssion. The Seminars in the Apmerican
ypiveisities and the Tulotizgh i1 the Brilsh uoiversities
prepared the students for thinking ontheir ows. The
studenis pained coaftdence through Jdisewssions.  Unfertu-
nate:y aoue of zhese could bu lrivd swreessfully im the
Ind:an universities for various reasons, Aaand thought,

Wneraver Anznd went e was  received warmly by the
Arnerican schoiars 1o his avea of wpeeializacion, Tt owas 4
fruitful exchange of ideas and u shared exsericnce for
Anand wirh those seholars,  1F epciched fie knowlfadge It
2ave him confidence. The visit sorved as a second cdoea-
tiow for him. He stadied in a British unfversity, now he
haze thz banefit of sludyving the American pattern of edu-
caticn.  From one angle e was comming ¢ it 2f his narcow
specialization, aod his intetlestal borzoa: were broadzn-
ing. Perhaps Gad wanlud Limi "o have al thatrich exheri-
eace s¢ that he could be more eeeul to 20 fhe univessity,
e liked the dmerican schiclars for 1hell warmlh. Taeiy
infarmality pleasad him. It wes o pleasure o Anand to
mave from ihe east coase of Aweriua o midwest and then
10 the woest coast usiug a)l medes of fransport. 2 vistted
veral aniversitios, hud discassioons with several seadiars
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The ooly awkward situation for Apand wax thet o
many vecosions when he met the Indian students Le was
embatrassed for they oficn said that they would never
come back to [ndia.  §% irked him i see them preposts-
rously enslaving themselves io western materialism.  Being
a4 nationalist ke never imagined himaeif to be auything but
Indian, The Indizn studeats were all admiration for their
Americda tow-bers cecanss ihey were friendly and sociable.
Equally sa, Avand thought, wouid be e Tndizn teacher.
His affection for his students wux traditiosal, o 2 conld
not understend the kepsided views of the Indian  studeats
abroad. in T Indian cordext, if a toache” wers to he
fricndlv  and informal with the siuderts, naiurally they
would expuet hin to «xiend favours to theyn,  Sometimes
that stiitude could Be unplassznl bodi o the teacher and
to the student, S0 the [odian teacker would be hesitant
1o mix Preshy with his stedents. Anend was unhappy o
find the [odian fescher maligaed. Moresver the Fodiun
svsfem of education like the British bad s religisus bias
wherens the American system was seculzy and not unduly
hierarehic  Anand therefore could not svmpathise with
the atlitude of the Tndian sludenis sbroad

At the end of the haodred days Anand was invived to
visit ke T K. The Nrifish Covnedl extanded its invitation
to the Indian educalors and Arand was vory hnppy to sge
Britain aguin. He roamcd abovt in Tondon searching for
ald books.  In the Amuricen eities too e was a lreguent
visiter to the bockspops apd hw had a pood collection of
baoks, cspecially heoks out o print. He was a hiklio-
maniac. Lven as a stedenl in the U K. thar was Lis
hotby. collectivy o ks, e wantad ta see his Profe.sar
in Cardiff and the British Council errapged his trip.  They
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wanted to pot Rire in 2 good howl, bur he preferced Lo
stay with Lis Jandlady i Cwrdiff She and her husband
were very kind to him while be was a student, They Jiked
hip:. 5o he stayed with the landlady and she was aappy
to rceekve ime His Profvssor jnicoduced Anaad 1o his
colteagues and he was mightily pleased to see his own
creation prospering well in the scaderic sphere, Then
Anand saw sorme of his ald frisnds and hs visit to by
was memoteble. Shie was stitl irying to get murried and
ssaied 1o be mot sery bhappy, Her spirits revived on
seuing Apard,  The good old duys came back 1o then,
Ehe said loviogly,

‘Anead, you haven™ chznged at all.  Lite must have
been Eind 1o vou'.

W3 course it Bas not Been oo had,

She laughed for ke was wsing <he typizel vcderstare-
rent of the Britisher. Thun she narrated her sad experi-
enccs and he felt sorey for her. e thovshithat she
could have married John who loved her immensely.
Anand =sald consolingly,

‘Vorget all about the past. Think of the present.
You are intelligent and you can do some ereative writing.
[t will be an cutlet for some of your suppressed feelings.
This will be ome way of getting relief, aad it also gives yom
a sense of fuflment.

Mary seemed ro be convigeed about what Anand said,
She chavred up a it and she said,

*Anand thank wou for showing me a way out of this
impasse. [ shall try. T hope I shall succesd’,
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«Qf conrea you Wik, dnand said emphatically. Ux
the whole Anand fiked her even though she was a little
wayward asz stmlent. He ofiun advised Ter 10 2810
degroe,  But she was mog interastedd  im live humen
beings than in dead authors. Whenever Anand commented
on ber lukewarm sttilude to studiss she uzed to say.

O Tam bored witk the lectures. [ some to the nni-
versify fo sec und talk to intelecluzls like you'

‘That was [nvariably het melhod of sileacing i, If
pnly she had tzken her studies seriousfy she cotl have
taken up a b and kept horself busy with that work, Aay-
wiy Anand was not prepared {0 eritictss her, it was tims
tor him Lo leave her and go to Lendon,  Hu nevel saw her
again. F'or 4 few years she wrote Lo him about her suceess
a5 @ creasive writer.  Even her Jdomestic lifs seemed Lo e
beteer.  Somehow after some years there woTe nQ muers
Jetiers Fram ber and Anand did not know wiat had happe
ned tao her.

IT

Arand visited Paris and Geneva and returped o Tadiz
and 1o the staa'l town with a now sense of achicvernent
Tie was more voczl than before wnd he was quite frank din
his tolks with cthers. Many grew jealous o? him, but he
did not hather. Qo his return hu was tnade a Reader. The
Vice-LTageelior was very muoch intarested in the Generst
Educaton yrograrame, So Anand had to discuss with him
about rhe inlroduction of the new course and he hecame
the Caordidator for General Education in the upiversity.
He was busy with the new programme, condncting semingrs
apd workshops, and he was keen oo makine the new
conTse successful,
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Meanwhile, Dy, Mutthy, the Principal of the [lniver
sty college, who was one of the three ecommended for
the edLcationz| tour of hundred days, ook 2 dislike Ffor
him. Figst Apand did not realise that, The Frincipal was
a retired Professos and Anand respected him as an eiderly
oan.  The way Anand was liked by the stiadents was irk-
some ta Murthy, He realiscd that Anand was taking o Isad
in the shaping of the new course, It also meant that the
Vice - Chancelior was pivipg grealor encouregement 1o
Anand in introducing the n w course,  All this was galling
to the Principaf. He fett he should have done that pio-
nearing work whereas it was entrusted to Anand, almost
unasked for. The principal created sivuations where
Angnd was embarrassed,

Iremediztely alter Angnd®s retarn from the U 5.A, the
Vice-Chaneedler told him that he could admit studests for
M A and the Principal cosgratulated him for pgetting the
post-graduate course. A few studentk applicd for the course
and they were called for interview, DI Anand was present
pn the committee. TDramatically the Priceipal raised the
objeclien.  He asked Anand,

‘01 vwhat authority can J admir these scedencs for
M A. 7 I haven’t received any orders from the university’

Anand felt humiliated He did not upderstand why
the Principal had called the sludents for interview and theo
declarcd that the whois thing was spurious. He did not re-
guest the Vice- Chancellor for the post-graduate course. e
said it on his own and the Priocipal confirmed it. 830 Anand
felt disapprinted  He¢ told Principal Murthy,

“You start the course when you gel the crders. For
the presant ask the stode nis to po away’,
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He walked out in g hofT and he told some of the sty-
denis walting wete Lo por Gway

That was the stariing point of Anand’s confrontation
with the Principal. A kind of cold wsr slarted Anand was
palite to evervore, but he conld ot tolerate hypocTisy.
The Principel very ofien used to call the 1zachers in the
departinent and talk 1o them for hours, He slowly infinen-
ced them,  That was his type of administration where  the
caderlings were encourgeed 1o oot the attkority of the
Head of the Department. This meant that at & curain stage,
out of sheer necessily, the Head of the Departoent might
compremise witk the Principal, That was the strategy, but
Anand wes very independent He would nover vadermine
his merit by submitting himself 10 any uadae authority that
tried to submecge s individoality, Ile foupht back and
he never coneeded. In Tact be never hothered to talk e
the Principal. Ele iznore” him.

This conflict came {0 a heed when th: Frofessership
wag adwartised, Somehow something Lild Apand  that he
wanld not get it thet vear, . Lakshmi was cautions, She
aaid, *Why da vou yourself svy thal von woa’™ get 17
Anand was called for the interview. As he enlered the room
the Principal’s face became darker.  Anand was very mugh
upset. Tt speiled hiz meood, and he did not falk so boldly ux
he did the first time Le came for an interview in that uni-.
versity, Tiere wax one sunior gentleman whe had been o
Proleasor for sometime in some othar university. 1fs wa:
in trouble &t that time and he was without & job.  He was
kpown to the members of the Selection Committee. %o
nturally they supported him and dhe Principal was with
them, But he did not havay a reseazch degree. and the
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Vice—Chancelor did got like fo disappeint Avand So
the diseussion weat on for half aa hour, It was a ecrocial
decisivn hat the Vice-Chancellor had te take. Apand
came to Know af tha sequential happenings in the discus-
gion a year later af<er he had beeome a Profescor, e was
told that the Vice- Chancellor finally asked the experts,

“Why van’l Dir, Anand be mads a Professor ¥
The exnperts were coonored. Thev said,

‘D, Anacd Is a gowd sckolar,  We like Wim. Wt have
rothing against himt. Onely last yoar he was made a Reader,
and he is a0t aven fuy”.

‘f ehat s 50, we will not 811 up the vacancy. Next
yoar he will be of ape’.

The Viee-Chanceltor clinched the issue.  All this was
suppased to be coalidential, bot 3 was known loter, A fow
days after the intervicw the Vice-Chancelior saw Anand at
a meeting,  fle said,

PYour headship is saved.  So far 2o good, ¢ven though
wi couldn’t Take you a Professor 1his year'.

Anand thanked him for his kindness,

The fifth vear was a trying time for Aanand. Post-pra
duate comses were started fm the university and the
Hoacurs courses were abolished, Anand had to accept a
heavy responsibility.,  Even at the time of the admizsiens
the Principal pave trouble, and it continvad thronghout the
vear. The class wors sizried and Apand was doing maost
of the teaching becauwse gl odhors were almost freskers.
They were teaching the post-graduate studeats for the first
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time. [n his aoxiely to make a good heginnizg Anand was
top enthusiastic about the work and diseipling jo the
department.  Some of his colleagues construted 1t 25 ao
antharitarian attitude, and one or twa studzats did not
like the idea of discipline 5o thers was s0me UREIsS fo
the departmant.

Dir. Arand went to Delbi on some U P.5.C. work. His
colleagues felt that Ansnd wis thrivipg, Even as « Rzadet
he was decisive and often dogmatic in bis assertions. 5o
somd of the teachers thought that he would perhaps: be d
dictator if he were to be 2 Profussar. 8¢ thay wanted 1o
create a sitaation whereby he would leave tae wniversity.
They knew his temperament, that if things didn't go well,
he would get out,  He would never bang o7, fisr he had a
lot of self-respeet.  The Principal’s support gave them the
audacity to rebel againgt Ansand. His position was slightly
weak bocanse he did not get the Professership that year.

in tha: TLB.S.C. meeting in Defhi h: saw one
of his former colleagues. His colleague was very mueh
surpriesy Lo ses him. He said,

«Qaly yesterday we were tatking of yeu. Principal
Gupta bas now become the Vice-Chancellog of a new ani-
wersity. Fle waofz you 1o ¢ome a3 Profegsor acd develap
the department. In fact 1 should bave wiitten ta you today.
T aor giad ! have wet you'.

“Thart yor very auch for the good news. T am prete-
teful to Friceipal Gupta for thinking of me for the Profes-

sorship, [ shall write ta you withiz 2 few weeks abomil my
decisicn, Aoand said
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Anacd was happy 10 think that there werz some kind
persans who were stilt Mopd of him even though in the
smali rown conditiong wera different, mostly because of
casle prejudices

By the Lime e cama haek it was very Tate i the night.
Lakshmi locoksd warricd, She fold him,

{In vour ahieace your calleaguss in e departinent
Bave sent an anonyvmous letler against you to the Viee-
Chancellos [ wonder what will appen”

Luckily for Anand 2 copy of that leiler was senl to
hirn. I was pungeat and Bitter. 1t meotioned that they,
the studenrs, were in hell only boesuse of Anand's tyranny.
[L was supposed to Bea lateer feom the students, but it
was clearly from iliz tezchers, Aonand was ucperturbed
For theee was the offer from another university, Ifthe
Vicz-chaacello: were w be harsh on him e would guit
immediataly. That new university alse was staried ing
holy plaze From one holy place (o another place of
sanctity, il did not matter, That was his stubsarn faith
io himse:f, 8o he told Lakshmi,

Traa’t vou worry. [ have an offer from Principal
Cupta  He is now the Vice-Chaacellor of a new aniver-
sity and he wants me to head the departm:nt as Professar.
We doa't belong to this place. What Jo2s ¥ matter if we
mo away'

Laishuni listensd to him Ia silencz. Perhaps she
thought (kat hier huesband’s wander-fuse vas not yet over.
Anand was ford of movieg about whetsas Lakshmi was
for setrting down, Perthaps she prayed to God that all
should be well.
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The next morning Anand saw the Vice-Chancellor,

q have heen to Dellii.  In my absence there has boen
an anosvmous letter,  § really do not know woethes @ am
doing the right thing foc the depariment. Yau can
adwvise e if [ am wrong',

The Vico-Chancelfor graciously put if.

e, Anand, e Best place  for an anonyrmoos letier &y
the wasle paper bazket. To has already gone to that place.
What vou arc deing is coreedt.  Go ghead with vour work,
‘These fellows want to take it easy. A certain amount of
discipline is absolutely necuossary wupecidly in the iniual
stagzs of the prowlh ol the deparunent’.

Anand rever expected that the Vice-Chaaceling would
rake such o reasonable attitude.  In fact the Viee—Chan-
cellor had aircady investigated the matise and satisfad
Limeelf that nothing wis wrong with Or, Anard. He even
Felt that if was & conspiracy W drive him oot. His own
analysis was that when 2 good parson was doing Ris work
singerely the ewiy-going ones wers finding it difficult to
adjust. He realised that Anand newded support frem the
admimistration, whereas the Principal and kis followers
speculaied that Anaad was cold shoulderad  and he wonld
vory soon go. Anand took it as a challeaze ard he defed
the Principal taore openiy and blatantly.

Throughoul the year the tug of war went o, At the
end af the year the Professorship was advertised wpgain-
The Principal ar last suecsoded in geing Lo the U, 5. A,
For a few weeks,  So coodltions seemed to be Farvourable
to Anapd,  Silil he could not be sure of anvipineg, 5o ke
saw the Yice-Chancelldr and said,
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The Frofessorship is advertised again.’

‘¥es it 1s vur duty to adveriise, your dury Lo apply’
the Yice—Chancellor commenlud,

Anaad was sulking for b did nel know hivw many
times e had o apply. Noticing #is dissomimree the Vicg-
Chancellor said,

Wt that we are anaware of your merit, yat cerlain
formaiities have to be gons throagh, So pou'd better

apply’.

Anand kept quiet. o did not get any assurance, De
fett.  In kis fizart of heavts he did not like Lo apply, lest
tagt year's cxperience shouid repect itself.  He wanted 1o
g0 o the new wafversity in the Nocth.

That was the time when something uansnal and un-
expected happened al the domestc level. After a gap of
several yeass, when Anand and Lakshmi were slmost think-
ing thar they would have no mor childres, @ daughter
wus born. A few minutes after her hirth Lakshmi told
Apand that he should apply. that being the last day for the
eceipt af xpplizations  The moment Lakshmi suggasted
o Anand, 23 mind was settled, though ke was dedging 20
fir. He went to the Registric's office and gave the
application. His duty was over. He had a sense of

relief.

Two weeks later unofficially Anand came o kuow
shat he would be given the Professapship.  Yet the clouds
i1l hovered, Mothing was definite until the last minute.
Anund heard that several approacked the Viee—ChanseHor
with letters of fatroduction from powerful persens.  Hut
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one saving Feature was that Prineipal Murthy wis away,
When Anand zppeacd for the intervicw b found that the
experts were changed. Soa nzw atmosphire presaiied
and Acand was bopeful of his success. Or clsz ae could
migrate to the MNorth. That gave his confidence He did
weli it the Mnterview axd he was selected.  Bot the recom-
mendut’on asd o he ratified by the Syndicets and that
would take some time, Only then the orders world come.

Apand’s eotfeagues in the depatiment were brasy 3pe—
culating.  Some of them haped against hope that Anapd
watld leave.  One of them ca ne 1o his house onn evaning
and proffered informaticn.

‘It seems some one fiam Ferals isappointed Frofeisor,
He kas writter Lo a friend to look for a hoose:

Anapd calmly said,

“Your informalion is wrong. [ am appuimed Profes-
snr’,

The mar. was stunned,  He could not spazk for @
ninvte.  Ho waos sweating awfully,  1lis whels Dody was
shaken.

‘Perhaps riy information is wroag® he murmaeed and
Ieft the prace. Anand could never forget thit scete Sper
cvlaricn was sife and Arand's colleazues had tough time
in convincing themseives that Anand would go. At last on
a pood day Anand received the erders. The Principal in-
chargs, an elderly sentleman, biessed Anand.  He timed
it in snch o way that after the *puia’, worship of the Lord
on Friday, ke ca'led Anand and geve the ocdeis  bo him in
person.  That peoved to by an sospicious time.
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The nest day there was confusion jn the depertment,
The offce-hoy. caroe and told Anand that the teachers were
feeling nervous  They were thinking that Anand woutld
rive them freable a5 a nreasure of retaliation for all the
wrong things they bad done Anand felt sorey for thom,
He called them in and explained fo tham,

“Yon need aot bother about thal anonymons letter, |
never cared f know who had dene it Forgst all about i,
We shemld ail work together for the good of the depart—
menl, and sec that it gets 8 good name. 1 wapt you to be
happy in the depa-tmeat. Yoo arefres to see e anyiims
you need my kelp. {1 hope you will live in prace’,

Ananc spoke movingly and they checrs ! up, Ha stk
to his promise and in all the remuining two gecades of his
headship of the department he never made it difffeult far
them 1o survive.  All of them remained with him all those
years excepr one.  He was o little goared. of the auihorities
for he came (o know that he and some other person in the
departmcnt wers conveniently exposed us the persons To5”
ponaible for that anoagmous ktter. S0 two. weeke afler
Anand had been a Professor the youg mr tol him fhat
he wagleaving the depariment.  Anaod wWas puzelsd.

“Why do you want to go' 1

“The administeation may harass me. The other geathes
man has some locat support. 5o he can mapage. 1 think
I ghould go befor: troubke siarts for me'.

Avand-piticd him.  He ey sovzy for bim.  Anard by
nature was geaecons. ITe never harboured any proose
against amvone.  He loved Bumanity with -all its-good; bad.
and inditfzrent people. 9o it pained him todee a yownk
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man recklestly leaving @ position for something wncer-
tain, In facr one of the Professors asked Anand,

‘Now that you are 2 Professor, Anaad, why are Tou
keeping yoiet T You should find owmt who exactly was
responsible for thal anoaymons letler. Tf IT were 10 happ=n
ta me T would have linished then by now.’

Anand smiled Il nnderstood the moral indignation
of his frisnd, yel he helieved in forgiveness as the rarer
virtse, 5o he said,

‘Thagk vou Professor for your Iaterest in me, But why
shoultl [ bather *  Nothing uataward has hippened 1o me
because of that leiter, There s God  above whe punishes
the wrong doers’,

That was Apand's way of doing things for the rest of
his professional eateer in the university, He was gencrous
to all ane he was never petty mindued or vindictive.

Exactly it took five years for Anand 1o be 2 Professar
in the new university. The riddlc war over.  The daughter
made him 2 Professor. [le started telling cveryone like
that. %o cne day when the Registrar happaned o go by
the side of Anapd™s quarters, Anand invited him o Conme
in, Fr showed his litte giel to the Registar and he smi-
lingly gquestionsd,

Ts this the daughter that has made you Professor?’

Ve’ said Anand proudiy and with convietion, One
year age he could not beeome a Professor even though  he
bad the same gualifications at that time. Nothing new had
heppened within fhal year except that he was fighting all
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the tilne  Perhaps hie wus cewarded for  fihring, thaugh
Anard  Fiealse reabioed that oM bis meorired work was
nathing #48 con pared with divine dispusal, Aoand was
slowly gailing reeansiled 10 the worship of the Lord,

Anand often likened Bis daughter to Perditi of Sha.
kespeare™s The wenzer s Tale. i*zrdig Lrought prosperity
rera barrea land, and his owns daughter Padma, ke fell,
had given peace and piosperity to the family. Apand's
preat drdam of hecoming a Professor wos fulfilled  He
an longer hothered about auvlhing, and he bulonged tothe
depariment wholly and compleichy.  Bven if nothing came
o hin loter in life it did oot matrer, Such waes the cerntent
and peaceful caistence that be wanted, and it came to hig,
What morg did ke wanr ' Nolhing



CHAPTER—4

I

professor Anand was kind to everyone. He believed in
the well known maxim that service to mankind was service
to God. He not merely believed, he practissd it all i
life. One evening the President of the Cooperalive Socisty
sent s clerk atl the way to the upiversity quariers sugge-

sting that Professor Anand should build a house.

“Sir, the President gants that yoo should tzke a loan
from the Cu—operative Town Bank for building a house.
The first instalment will be paid ‘o you Lomorcow’.

Anand was amused. Fle could not understand why
the FPresideat should he worned abocet hiz buildiag the
house  OF course he knzw Anand, but 2ven then, it was
sarprising hat ke should take aii that trochle of sending
his clerk to Eim.  He asked the cletk,

“Supposing 1 1ake the loan and won't build the acuse,
what will happen ¥

‘Nathing, You can return the ameualb’.
'If thal is #o, [ shall come tomorrow’.

Anarnd took the whole thing ig a non-serious way.
He did not realise at that stage that it was divine ordi-
naoce. He thought he could plzase the President hy
taking o lozn aad then returs it afler n month or two, He
was not keen on building a house.  In fact two years ago
Anead purchased the house sits.  Yef he made no effort
to constriect a house for ke did pot hke to settle down in
that small towa,
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Bul muchanically he went to the Baok all right. He
took the loan aad Laksaoni got busy  She and her second
sop, whoe had just [oished hiz B.Tech | swarted corres-
pooding with ane of the <Joss relatives. e was know'ed.
geahle in *Yasww' and he came from a distant town, {n
an auspicious day they started ithe work. Anand was
watehing nus wife's anxiety to build a house, He was Hiea
speetator, Jetached and not mech interested in the whele
pracess of hoifding the hosse.  For sis moaths he main-
tajned that indifference. He used to sav that he would
sell the wire even Lthowgh the foundalions wors fafd Lacshmi
was very much peined whenever Anand said that he would
sell the site  She vepcatedly affiemed that the house had
1o come up, It was God's wilh  That was her wision.

Anand did not meed buyimg a car even in the frsiyaar
of Lis becoming 2 Prafessar, but building a kouse did not
appeal to him, [Te wanied ta be freg. free 12 2o 1w aay pant
of the world. He did not file to be burdensd with debt. 1=
was reluciant 1o have hig Iree spivit cached and coaditioned
by permanent aeguisiiions Mot that he was & recluse are
plhilasopher, only he did rol want to belony b that smal;
town  With alb that contiier in ais mind ke Jid not allow
the constraction work t¢ 2o on spaedily  Bur ¢ne evening
an inncr prompting, some eveiation came to him  When
he visited the site he saw 2 heaolifil build ng hefore hom,
He did rot krow, for are izomeal, whetr r i was a2 vis on
or & reality.  Then he rcaliazd that he was Foolish in & wwe
ing the gift of God. Once he decided to Fald the hor, s 7t
carne up quickly snd they moved 1o ther house [ar off
from the uriversity and from the din and bostle of the
tawh.
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Apand wever agzin longed for moving out of that 1owa
He undersiovd that his Jdzsiiny was wilh thal universitv and
te srrrendered himself o the wilt of Gad  He never asked
for anything, but from that tme oawards svervthing wag
made reacy for hirm by the protective bund of God  Anand
learnt the lessan of doiog (hings irraspactive of +he reward.
He becarre ~ porme yopl  His contention wes that when
God vas go bind to him, &0 retara he ghou'd he helpful o
athers  He had this view even sariiar, it now it acquired
& new dimenzion [ heeame Dus faith,  solzma faiih to be
nsefol to other fellow bumear beings.

Anand never moved out of the department Tor pariiel-
pating it cocial gossip or wniversity ssancdals  He was
plucd e his chair ard Lalshmiamusingfy used to comient
that woad Fud cnicred bis sosl. Lakshimi looked like the
presiding dei'y ‘o thehovss  Anand never did anything
Lhat :night dispiease her.  Harmooy prevaded, Thors was
demestic poace. Aland coubd devale himself to the service
of 1ha univrrsity whole hearcedly, spd ke was Inmersed
in Lis wook,

dost of Anand’s success in fife wae due e Lhe happy,
homely stoosplere that prevailed in the howse.  [Twasa
closely knil farily sod it looked Jike & fratsooity. Years
later in the evening of her Lle, while Anand wag the Vies-
Chareeller, Lakshmi used 1o gnrraie some anecdotes rela
toy to Anand’s boyhood days 1o her two graudsons Tt wag
a plezzant aight to see Lakehnl sealed on the =ofa with her
two grendsons on either side. They used to listen to ber
with rupt atlenticn. Eve-yday Lakshmi would give une epi-
sode ard cali it a chapter, a5 it she way writing a back oo
ber kusvand. She touk pleasure in reeapitmiating 21 (host



15

events of the post in the form of 4 story so thag the srand—
suns coubd casity follow.  She started her parrstive from
the days of Anand's boyhood,

‘Your grandfath ¢ Anand come from a prospesous
middle class family and in rher village the ¢ were considered
to be tch They had landed properly apd his father Raija
Rav was very much respeoted in that asea for i upright-
tess and hrlplulnsys to others, Mo was gznerous, and as a
Garadhizn the spint of servies lo the cowatry was upper-
most in hix mind He wag a great jafivence oo the villapsrs
and e - oF e & we K he used o widdress them oan the
Gandhian ideu's. Those ware days of szerifse nid heroie
rartyrdats, Men and womnen, educated as well oaz onedu-
calud, came under the spell of Gandhi. His siraplicity won
the kearts of the village Foik and they wee ready Lo
sacrifice everything for the exase of the cuunley Anand
fel: proud of kis fatber for he sawr evary one shovwing a
revereatial awe Jor Binl, Aran ? grew at such an agspiciouyg
time when his family was 'n Lhe stezam of fighting  the
Furcizn ruls'.

Hd our  arandfather see Gandini® asked ans  of the
prandsoncs.

Yew, ke saw Gandhi in bisg ninth  yeair whes Gandhi
visited Anand's village', sald Lakshmi,

She continued the narrative,

Anand wsed Lo go evervday to the fields for in those
duys Murming was done on their own. The rouph tanguzge
of the servants faseinated Ananéd and he cultivated some of
those swear words Ho liboradly wsed them on others not
knowing thal they wert oot meant for pood soviety  Life
was pleasant and he never thought of goieg to school.
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The grandsons were smiliag aed they wore amased
I, buL he rogmed
nim Anand loyed
tregs growing

“Buoys of his aze nsed 1o 5o 10 schoo
tboul the paddy fedds, T digd roa wory
the vast open speacs of nature, the tall
about, the taiks and the cansks n the willaae 1t was
diffice t For hird to tkink of itting in & HATTOW, crowded
class ragm, anly to ke bsaten by an irate teacher  His
father was busy with the Congrass work, and his molher
got vexed wish him one day. She Yirerally drapgad him to

the school. Of coucse the schanl was only & few yalds
TTe was taken 1o the headmaster

away from their heass,
Ae meaning anotaer

ard e seid that Anand should sit outst
class room. But Anapd thought thet he was askad to sit ol
the verandah of the school. For pre mement fie was he ppy
thinking 1lat he cowld tup away, but to his dismay Re was
pert tg aaather room where same ket teachar was teagh-
ing. 'n that room u saw his fricad Gopi Hewas Ius friend
and ke Tved in the honss opposile  to his howse Hz was
juniar to Anand culy by a dav. Whan b s (Ropu he v
reconciled to his [ol, and o fow minues laer ther: was
the Tnterval when botk of them ran away. Anand amd
Gopi were very much interes ed in dogs and wheaeve;
they saw a gaod looking pappy they would 1ake it away by
ez Arand's mother having failud o sendling hing 1o
school reporrec the watter to his father He wae au limtle
worrizd because by then Anand was already sevzn years of
age and ho did net Jsara evin the alphabats, FBajs Reo's
lather was 4 good agricelturist and le calrivatzd “ands on
nis own, Bul he was nol ruch edneated. So his firs
repction was that perhaps Anand might b Uke his grand
fa*her. Buat then the timas were changing aad he couid aar
allow his son 1o he naaducated. Something kad to be domne, t
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Dizspits his basy Congress work hie himself started teachiog
Anand, hul that couid he only iathe nipht time when
4nand fel: sleepy. So the teqching exercise 2id nat go o1
Apand’s mother did nat Hike her son to be tortered  in the
night time for the sake of sducalion. Atworss Anaud conld
ne g fartrer, she consoled hers=If°

Lakshmi too up the narrative the next day.

Wirandnza, we are ready to lisien to vou oow'.

Bhe was happy to see ther interested in xnowior
about thuir grandfuther,  Takshmi continued.

Rauja Roo finally gave the tends onm 10 .- and Anand
could oo longer Toamn ahont the felds 11 was unhappy
thal he was denied his plzasure.  Rut one day he saw his
father Lstening toa young man teading From a big, fat
hook., Haz was eirions to Lnow what the hook was azout.
He heard therm tabiddng tn Toelens now wnd ther, and he
umdersstotd that the ook was ag Seami Vivekanand. He
watched theam with rant attention and something told him
that e should alse repd such books in Fnglish. Heran
lo hjs rnatler  She aever-saw him oso excited.  §o. she
said,

Why ate you ea excited ¥
T wanl 1o read books fike the -uncls

Mo us=d to cali that young man unocle, = mother
wmply lanehed for ti]l then "Anand was not interested in
srdivs.  She told him,

“Wou don't know cven the atphabets. How can you
read such books, that toa in Englisic T
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‘Of course, Tshall, [ ahail definitely read and tead
ltke Lhe uncle. You wail 5227 Anand said, His face broame
brighter as though e had a vision.

That was the starting point f1 his life in his quest far
knowladee, The ofyssey of §ife started,  His father wa s
amazed to see the refuctant Arnand furicusly trying fo
leacn evervthing in @ speedy wanasr.  His memory pewer
wai turrific.  Fla conld read once and repeat the whoie
thing. He created o s=nsation ia that lirtle village for his
gxcellent memory power und guoick grasp of the sobjects
taunght fo kim, .ie se-mad to be a prodigy. The bays
who considered Fint a dupge Before, cou'd not compets
wilh him',

The next dav Lakshmi eold her prandsons abowt thuir
great gracdfathes™t [molvemant in politigs and ecucting
prison. The gratdsons looked serionsly.  Shy <aid,

feanwhile the Candhian movemenl was gaining
momentum  Gandhi started with the boyeott of British
goods in 1920, the wear jn which Raja Rao heearms a
Congressite.  Fle had besn wotking consistently and
sincerely from that time onwards for village aplift and
rural development  That was the constructive waors that
Gandhi was dojag preparing the sountry for a graaker o
slaipht on the British imperialism.  Gandbi's visit 1o
Anacd's viliare was a great evant Mor the villagers, Men
and wornen froms ‘he nsighbouring villages alao came to
heve the pleasuce of seeing Gondni and hearing him.
Gandhi and his cniourage ineirs passad infront ol Anand’s
honse and he watched them with kaen iatarcal. A little
away froin his house in the open plies opnosite to Lhe
vitlage temple th: mecting was conducted. Raja Rao took
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the lead. He transiated Gandhbi's spaceh fate Telagu., He
ook Anaod for Gandhis bl ssing.  Arand fostinctivaly
towcared Crandhi’s feet and he was Weswed. O ather
ocegsions when his Gelher askad Anand to TAY respects by
eminen: scholars amd Swamis he flatly rafused.  But that
day Anard wes thrilied by Gandho's preszoce and he paid
nis homage v the gieak fosder,  Thot was the éEnekism
in Gandhi.  He was & satet among pobitictans  Men and
women were Dewitshed by bisdisarming smile. Women wihe
caurally loved gold juyously gave away all rheis zald
jeweis 1o Gandhi for the cause of the country, It was a
remarkable day for Ansed te sce s fuuwsr periora an
ardaous task aud everyone had 2 poed word for Raja Rao.
Arand [t Zappy for the ratre opporturity of seeing
Gandhi and For being blessed by him,  That was a momen-
ol v ph for Raje Reo aad his family’,

We are proud of vur great grandfather” said Suresh,

'Our grandfather was lucky in having seen Gundhi'
commented Ravesh.

-But the clauds were gatheiing® observed Lakshmi.

“Gandhi after visiting wost of the villages in tha
ciunley anasunced the next phase of activity. He folt che
palse of the conntey and he lavnched the Salt Saryagrohe
Movement io 1230, Thousands and thousands of men and
women conrled srrest. Simply for witsring he name of
Fandhi they were imprisogsd and acloetimses were heaten
mereillesaly. In his ewn villege Rafa Rao was gettiong
ready uod a few volupteers trained by him wers ulsy
preparing themselves to be arrested, Somelimaz the volug-
teers used 1o tease Anand telling him that his father would
toom go to jail.  Whensver they mentionsd that, he wyod
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to weep, For separation from hig father was nnbeareaklr
for him. He ioved his fathe for his penescus na.uoe Ne
was squally fond of hix mothet who usad to give excellent
acvounts of her own falber, He was an wffiger in the
Rritich Government. So fatber—in-law and son-In-iaw
did not very much like each otner. Apand trok Jus
waternal grandfather as his modef, but he alse lixed the
freedorn mowvenrent and his father's partigipation i1k

On gre nocasien when Raja Roao addressed a huge
gathering in a village exhoriing the people ta follow
Gardhian ideclogy, he amd his volunteers had to be
arrected. The villape Munsiff was reluctast i0 repor
agminst Rajn Rao, but Rads own cousin  who was Lhe
Karnam of the villege insisted that Rao showid be tmpri-
eoned. He had & growse apainst Rao brosuse ond prior
cceasion he refused to support the Karham in one of his
wiong derds. 5o the rpite was there The Karnam gy
awist to it and pleaded that the younger grnemation
shoulé Be saved from the bad influence of Rao. {lewasa
Ioyalist, 36 did not like the Congress movemmsul. Tohim
Map was an anarchist  So finaity the matter was reporled
ta the polize and the neat poraing he whols village was
agog with the news.’

The preandsons were full of gcuriosity. They eagerdy
asked the grandmother,

‘Whet happered 7 Did the palice

arrest our great grandlather”?

‘L isten to me’ said Lakslm

The Sub-Inspector witk a bandil of police came 2nd
they el statioped themselves in.the building facing Han's
housg, ‘The jady of the bouse toleraled them haping that
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ihey would nor arrest Rao,  Her bruther—in-law know the
Inspector, but Raja Rav refused to be fres From his obli-
gattonm of poing to prson  For ten years ne had been
working For the Conkgress inovemunt advecatiag and pra-
clising Crandhian ideals, e, Uke maay other brave mew
and women of that age, faved the challenge. Thz police
first arrested the wolunteers. They did cot like to arsest
Raja Rao. ‘fhey fesred trouble, The people were baz-
caming luricus and they were losing their patierze.  They
did not want their leader to be arrested.  The police
wailed for some reiaforcement and for ths arrivel of the
Circle Tmsplctor from the neighbowing  town.  Mein-
wiile thousands and thousagds of peopls flawed in like a
stream 1o that narcow afreet, There waz fension and
eommotion. Rajz Rao fnow that he would be arrested.
A= was bidding farewsfl o wmen god wo oen wlzo came Lo
pee hic: persoaally at kis house  Anand was woebegone,
He con'd not face thal siusiion  Outside, the surging
crowds siarted throwing stones on e police,  Paolitely @
worc was scot 1o Rajr Rao 1o avcompany the police to the
nearest town., Rafa Mae addressed the huge crowd apd
most of them Telt that he might aiot survive the rignors of
piison life, Raja Rao and his followars were searenced
to prison for one year. Raje Rao was given B class bat
all the same prison life could never be satiafactory.”

For one moment the grandsons (elt sad, hut they
cheerad up reain,  Lakshnei narreted, ‘Gandai™s eall for
Balt Satyagraha was a loornendo 13 sucdess, anprecedeniod
perhaps in the history of the world, The non-vialznt
struggls was soinething uaigue.  Oven boys and gisls were
drawn 1o the charfgma of Gandhi  They uszd {0 sing The
bohzé compos=d cn kit . Asand wrolc to his fatherin
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prison that he also would cowrt arrest. The grandsons
were happy o hcar Lhat

‘1 think our grandfather was brave in wiitiong Lxe that’
carhented Kamesh,

“Yes thet was the spirit of the people at that  Lime. It
was 3 zighl Lo zec voung and old peopls, men and women,
boys and £is, moving ebolul singing patliotic songs’.

Lakshmi sdded,

"ThLe Superintendent ssked Raja Rao how old the buay
was. Annnd was oy ton at that lime, he and o few other
beys veed ko epoct every might fthe seeme of nlicring
Ciandils nogee and b arrested. A few days later the
polics cume sxain. Pechaps the Wsrunzm reported ogasest
the hays olse, it was gotdng Aark. Lhie pohoe straight want
10 the owee Leildting wtwre Loy hed arrested Rae and the
volantee s cerdier. The lidy of the house ahosed them and
asked (hem o pet out, She was & strong willed woinarn and
che pever cared Tor anaone, sol wven Lhe Karanem,  RBul
che had 4 Inl of respect for kao aad his family. - Bhe was
angry becouse the police kad shanmelessly arrested 2z pood
map. Mo ore was prepared to give food o them. The
merchants refrsed to scll anything to them. Ths police lelt
the place cersing the villape. That was the noble spirit of
the village in that moverent and they Ioved their willage
patriol, Ttaja Rao. JUwas romcuered that the Sub-fnspector
fall froom Bis horse and broke hisarm. The Karangn and
tte Munsift lost thelr married davnghters aed the whole
village said it was retribotion’,

Trere was a break for a few days Luxchmi staried the
gtoey elliug. “As the father was in prison there was no one
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to t2ach Anand. He and his friend Gopi had 2] the time
at their  dispasal.  ‘They reamed sbout freely. Anand's
moler did not like te sav anything lest he shouwld be
gnicvetd. By the lime the father returned from prizon Arand
fargol 2verything e learnt. His quick memory pechaps was
not relentive.

Rao's work henefitted the villagers, Most of tham could
read and write. Rao edocated the villagers aineerely.  He
did @ lot of soclal work and he helped several persons In
reec. Thet village and the vil'apes nearby had admiration
and afection for him. So, they were glad 10 sec Rao back
from prison.

But the economic depression was casling its shadows,
Baa realised that kis own fnamcial position was Far from
satisfactory and ¢ waz heavily in debt. The prizes of the
land carne down. Gold was sold &t the lowest price. The
thirties were aloomy yezers, and ready roney was not
availadle  The money lunders whir were Ttherally giving
huge arnounts as deixt 1o Rao, now withdrew their support,
and he lhad some domestic problems also. Rao on hia
veturn from  prison tasted the sordidoecs of life. Arvand
insisted riat he should be admeitted ina high schocl inn
town ncarhy.  Rao wanted him Lo weil Tor a year so Lhat
he could settle money matters. Darlier Raa aever bothered
about money. He was [iberal In giving money especially to
poor students. He heiped anyone in trouble, Foad was
never denied Lo anyone who came to their hovses. 5o ths
housz was called # chouttry by some ol the inhospitable
relatives of Rao who felt that he was unduly charitable,
Now that Raa wae 2 little down financially they looked at
hiot mockingly., Dot the villagers were #till fond of him.
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Thurs was 10 cbatement in their esteem for him.  Only a
few rulatives like the Karanam were right froms  the begin-
ning ertical of him and his invelvement in e Congress
moverment.  They glaricd in their loyaliy to e British
gavernmment and they felt that Rao dessrved o go down
hnancieliy.’

Qe day Lakshmi told the grandiogs abour Anand’s
eariy education. *Anand was admitted in & high schocl. He
was curious. First be forced his Tathes to send him for sto -
dics. But soun hie weg hoiresick, He nissed the comfores
of his home. There was no one to take care of Aim and the
fuod in the hosel was awfnl. 3o overy Friday he used to
run tack o his village and take i1 sasy fora week. The
hayr valled him Jnspector for he was absent, most of ths
fime. But he usad to get good marks, expe-ially in Euglish.
9o Ihe class teacher Wked lim.  Somelicw the year wag
over. Then hie decided to leave that school.  Lockily for
him, by ther a hish school was started in a place nearer 1o
his village. For the next throe years ke studied in that mew
school and fared well. The tezchars liked hirg. It look
as though they owned him.

But at the hemefroat coaditions wers becorling incre-
asingly difficuit. Financiatly Roja Hao was going down and
he wis obliged to sall his ancesiral lands  Even his health
caured him trocble Educating Anand {lhawefore became a
protlem for Rao Raja Rao understocd ihat Anand was
briilant Thea came the hurdle  Anand wated to jeina
college.  Colleme education was a costly affaic. Rao was
hesitant 10 send Anand for college stedi=s  Apart from
the Bnancial burdan there was the prodlem of gatting & job
To rhat willaws there were already a few gradontez wha
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wer nnemployed for a number of years,  So the relatives

again started their attack on Ran. Hao thougiht that it
waould e feahish 1o send Anand for higher stedics. He was
dm.uuragn,d by \ke negative appicach of his relatives, Sur
¥et in bis heart of hearts b (et he should send Anandtoa
college  Anand's own argumant was that his fate would be
different from that of the othees,  The 0] gtarred persond
diould not be quoted as shining cxamples for him, that was
Arand’s stubborn faith in himsel® The fathsr had to yield
end Anand was cight in insisting on educatian. for he way
hora for better things in [ils’,

Lakshivi thus vsed to narta's the iocidents in Anand™s
early lile with relish, and the two prandeons enjoyed her
story felling for 2 number  of davs  She svas anxious thes
the littic chiddren should kuoow somei .ag ahout their
family background, So the episodes wete given piecemeal
and the graadsons could casily follow her.

In a similar manner Anand had the company of his
iittle grandson Santhosh, Padma’s son.  Santhosh was a
lively chitd, full of imapipation. His cheerful face, ex-
pressive eyes always fascinated Anand. After retirement
Anond was, to somwe extest, retieved from boredem by the

fellowship of Santhosh  Oge morn'ng Santhosh asked
Annnd.

*Grandpa, narrate the story of The Mahabhoraa'.
Anand hesitated because of the epic’s vastness. However,
he sterted telirg Santhosh of the Pavdavas and the way
they inst cverything in the Jgamng of dice. Then Anand
reoved on to ke thireenth vear of the exile of the
Pardavas  Santhosh :mrn-:dmtch stopped Anand

‘Girandpa you have swallowed many things. You
have vot given 3 single inc deot of Panda 2 varavasam '
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Apand sniiled and Santhosh started the narrative on
his own.  Afier 2 fene days he surprived his grandfather
again, "Grendpa, one should not be too gresdy about
money. what has hapoensd to Kasim in Al Baba? Hes
kitled oy the rohbers.  OF course in the picture he is made
to live T Anznd and Santhosh onjored each other’s comi-
pany tremendously.

Tn fact Anard's marringe with Lakshmi was provi-
dentizl, Tn the secord vear of his Intermsdiate 2 MErtiags
allianice came. i those deys rthoe most significant 1hing
in 4 village was (he celebration of & marriags.  Even from
his seventh year Ansnd was in the o arriage mzihet.
Coming fren o affeent fameiy naturally many suggestians
and offcrs wved to come. At ~ne time it looked as though
he might get married to a pitl of a differeat caste, Anand’s
father. Raja Rao, wsed o address a voung gtl a8 his
davghter-in-law  Thar gave the impression to Anand
that he would be married o her, A few vears later she
was martied to fomeons of her own caste  But in the
present mairiage deal things were diffierent. The bride’s
father was Raja Rao’s friend He too was a2 Congress
wotker even though be did not go to prson like Rzo. He
was wot rich and e could nor offer any dowry. 56 he
approached another Congeessman hoping that dowry
would bBe no comsiderarion.  They aceepred Gandhan
id=zli. Butr Raja #an did get lke {0 be bordened with
expe-ditnre on Anand's edacadon as well as on his
marriage. S0 Rago thought that the bext way would be
to s:nd Anzod to see the girl.  This was somcthing
uoosel.  Bul Reo’s hope was that Anand might reject
the girl.
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Anand saw the girl. The moment he saw fher he Zelt
ke mareyiog ber,  Her junccent locks captured Lis
imagination, He was oaly sevecteen and she was thirteen,
Whoat did they kuow of life * Nothing  Yer strangsly
thev diked each sther. Raa ereated 2 novel sitwaticn in
asking Arcamd to see the i) Apand exercised his free.
dom and told his fither that e liked rhe k], Ras was
essentially a libzra! mioded Person, lhvagh  Braocial
troubles crippled his enersics and his thinkiog. He did

not liks to stand in the way of his 3on's choice and rhe
marrlage wax celghrated,

Anand became 2 Lecturer in a collegz near his villaze,
and students Lked him tercibly. This gave him eonf-
denzs and hu stareed thinkiog that ave ry man's character
was his destiny.  He nmade it or married it Man's wiit
power amd dotermination cou'd achieve the most insup-
mountable thinps i life. Thut wag his BLLUMPTION or
perhaps ovar - confidence bordaring on self- miorificaling.,
He repeatedly said that it was his indomitable sclf effore
that crowuned him with success. e did mok, 33 yel,
visualise that it was Gods prace that blessed him. He
had {0 po a lorg way before he could understand the nead
for grace.  He wes very young, imagitative zod very in-
tefligent, He was an intellectual not to be classified with

the generality of mankind, ke thoughl. One might call it
intellectual soobbery.

The flrst victim ol his egotisp was Lakstmi. Even
thotagh she brought him ivck, he thonpht he bad done a
favour in getting married 12 her without raking any dowry,
After bet marriage her cducation was stopped, Omiy
water io life she could improve her gqualiichtion throngh
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sxternal study. She was very intellspeat but like the
women of 1hat day she bad 1o be content with the hum-
drum life of domestic chores. Often Anand woadered
whether she had any idea of the great sycrifice ke had
mads in marrving her.  Now and then he nsed fo luase
her. She did not likeit for she was of 2 serions Lvpe
pnd very much duvoied to Anand. Gradoally be started
lopking at her with cogdascension ge though she was a0t
equal to him. Even {hosgh he himsclf chose her much
agrinat the wishes of his parvots he was unnecessacily
fussy in dealing with her. Lhe hose it patiently like patieot
Grisefdz.  Only when Anand said anythiog disparagingly
aboul her father of her fagiily she was annoved with him.
She tolerated 21l other apgularilics in him, for she too
cealised that he was very intelligent.

Anand on she whole Wwas warm heacted, friendiy with
others. Daly occasionally the pride in hie muade him 100
criticai of others.  His students liked him and ook him
a5 ¢ horo. There were a few Boswells for kim, ever
among gitls, aod they wak him as thelr ideal teacher
They praised him lzvichly and they peves allowed any body
to say a word against hicz. Thai was their adoratica for
him, and this stirred in him an eccenlric idea that he
should get a o Dh lo was ecceniric became in those
days Ph. D. was something fure, esp & afly in English lite-
raturs. He wrote te owe of twoe Indisn univer
giics apd he was asied to wall untll the war was over.
Meanwhile his mind worked on a novel idea of geing
abcoad and eetting 3 'h D from a British university. He
had a mch, ferile, jmagination with no relevance o
reatity. Wher he told his fiicnds they lagghed at the
idsa, They thougal he was moensiruck. They said that
tiev did oot sufer from any of those quixaticideas They
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were slmple end they wanted a calm lite. A comforizble
home was all that was needed for thews  They had (heir
fect on solid earth,  But the monment the sthadents cams to
kaow ofF Anand’s pisznz of going zibraad they wers jubilaat.
He tanght them vnly for twe years, but they were cxircrme'y
fond ol kim

When Lhe viflsgers heard of Anasd’s ambition thuy
cre theitled.  ‘Fhey felt that the viliage wonbd be honow-
ed. One of the young men whe had a lar of edmication
st Apand's father said with 4 good hearr that he would
zar the whole expenditure for Anand™s studics abroad,
fany others in the villuge had sioilar feeiings of love
wl resprot for the family  Anand’s fother In-law was
st happy with this wveature, He told Lukabind that she
ould oppose Anapd’s move, but sz firmly stood by
pand  The women i the peighbourhond woid her repea-
Ay tak she shauld not allow him b ge. But she wasg
shakea in Ler faith of Apand, Sbe gever wavarsd,

Anaad got his passport, bt the war was still on, and
bad to wait fer & few raouths for his paszage. Tt was
period of toriure for him.  Onca he decided 1o go, he
il to po. There was no peace for M. Bul others
Ejd rot understand why he zhould tuke 2 plunge into
me uikiown future when he wag abresdy settled in [ife.
those days of trizl, ke realised that Lakshmi was his true
girer.  He received sutace from her. The intellsctual
come down [rony his ethersal plaes.  He was amezed
g«“e ihe simpie woman sbow such firm Faith in him, He
tpuched by Ler loyaity  He alse fell that che had ne
tong ard delasio: s like him. She was steady and
ol with & pragmatic appreach te lfe.  Laksami
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becamie his source of strength ever sinee he plannced fo po
phroad. Apand's fowe and affection for Lakshmi grew
witk the ude of time, znd (hey fooked inseparable for the

rest af their Tives.

CHAPYER 7

I

Az a Professor Anand maiclained o dignified aloofaess
and the uwiversity politics never bothered  him, His
primazy ohligation, he theught was teaching, doing re.
gearch and condecting reesarch.  He was consstently
true to his chjectives.  He copsidsred teaching an art, for
a good toacher Lad 1o take care oF the, averape studants aa
well os the perited oncs,  Anand was on the wheola g
love=ic Professor, thai was fhe verdict of the studenls.

When the Priocipeiship of the University College wam
pffered to him, Anand acecepted 1l gven thouph ke lila:e-qi
teacling and jestarch. Ilfe was clear jn his mind I any
adrrinizlrative respons bility was placed on him be would
not shirk, for & developing couttry the educaied had o
greater obifpation to work for the well being of thd
countiy. Soaf h$ services were nesded s an adming
strator be would not run away from it That wae the
spfrit with which he accepted the Principalship  He tooR
it as a chellenge and ¢ nticeed 2z Principal for two teomy
and thoes =i years were full of problems and PUzElng
situations, The Dest in Apand cime out during thom
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years #nd he was on the whole Jiked and loved by the
students. Qr else he could net have faccd those zm-
pestucus winds that blew at that tims, and hiz was the
inngest period of Principalship in the University Calloge,

But the pecularity was that he aover took the Princi-
paiship as & full time job  His primary obligaticz was to
the depautment So Anand stayed in the department In the
moraing, taught ibs students and conducted rizearch, as in
ihe past, Only in thz afternoon every day Be was the
Principal.  Ilis predecassors weis always in 15c Princinals
office. By contizst Anacd seewed to be =ot much ln-
valved in the Drincipalship, and in course of time
students or teachers complained about his non—appearance
in the Frinerpal’s office in the morning, he theongbt he
could salely give up the Priscipalib’'p. But no one cver
bothered about it and the office cooperased with Anand
whole-heartedly, They all hiked Anand aod cespested
him for he trealed them kindly asd wnderstood them
syinpathetically. 8o they did th: work very sincerely and
lhere was ahsolutely no delay in the mavemenl of the files,
As long a5 the work was goizg oo smoothly it did oot
really matter whether Arend slayed in the office ouly ia
the afternoon  The teachers and the students adjvsted 1o
hiz style of work ng and the vaoiversity offive never dis-
turhed him in the firsl howr when he would  he teagning in
the departmert evervy day. 5o the systen: worksd well Of
course wheu there were problems he stayed on patienfly
fot howurs and hours He it the office only afler golving
(b problens.

Anand was quite independent ard Le was not in the

habit of cullecting & group of teachers for advice or for
carrying news to him.  He aever belizved in 4 coterie and
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whes he had an open mind warramelied by caste Or
personal prejudices there was ne nood  or bif to depend
on others  He was afraid that such a syst.m of so-called
lowalties migkt hamper his sznse of fair piay- So he
viewed every problem indepsndently and acen d az (2 his
reasoning power. He had no proconcsived antipitny or
liking for any group. He w5 in a large measure fair and
just to everyops.  This sived him from mary a predica-
ment, und it did not matter to him even i he gave up the
Principalship anytime ke liked. That was his dotachioeat,
but whatever he did, it was wholeheuried szrviee to the
university snd it was comsidered to be good, Thal way he
was guite involved also 1n his wark.

For six vears Profereor Avand was the cent-ab figure
on the tampus He was on every commis ion aad the Viee
Chancellor rad full fatd in hitm, o left him free and
never qusstionsd any of his decisions Al scademie met-
ters and all eotlege alaits were complately left to Anaad
He was the deciding factor. Even in important adininistra.
tive decisions he had a major role to piay. Any imposition
on 4is work wonld have curtailzd Bs freedom apd e
resented any such hindeance to his own way of thioking
and working.

Tu the last year of Anand’s Pincipalsh’p, Pretep came
ta see him. He was one of his hest students, ans he did hiy
Ph D under his zsaidance. Later lie entared adm:ioistralive
gorvice, He respected his toacher, Anpand for his Jove o
freedom. So he mondered how Anand could manage the
atlininistration of the college as Princip 1. As Pratap him
self was 1n the administrative s*rvice he was curicus tr
know of Anand’s experience a5 Principal of the Univargt
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CIOT]cge. That day Anand was relatively feee and ke was in
kis house feeling aoite relaned.  Pratap queried,

Bir, you are ssgentinlly a ‘cacher and 2 schotar. 1
wender how you could ellow yeseclf 1o saerifice vonr inte-
rezls and be an adminiscrater’.

Anand srolled for Pratap was in the habir of putting
questions to him even 352 rese-vcher under him. 30 he
saw ouly his obd student, not th officer in him. He said,

“Yez Tlhave beep successfi:’ a4 Principal mostly be-
canse of my non-iovolvement in the group polities of the
univarsity., 1 did not swrrende mvself to -he Priacipalship
and 1sti| belong to the depariment 500 stodents and
the teachers have confidercein methat 7wl i he fair and
impartial.  Fartupately for me thers is a lergs measure of
coaperation from the studeats and the teachers of the
coliege’,

‘Even then it should be tight rope walking alf the time,
Az you gre ail by yourzell’ both the proups can give vom
genough trouble

“Yes, you are right  From one angle my non-invelve-
ment mekes me an arbetrator bt it is ke the razor's edge.
Hath the groups can give me trouble’.

*A very delicatr position’ said Pratap,

'Yes true. ook at this situation. At about four io
the morning there was a ring for me  That was summer.
We were all sl-eping vpstairs.  The phone must have been
rioging for 4 long titme, At last my daughter heard it and
woke me up, The phone was fom the Viee-Chanee tor's
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bungalew in the wango grove. The siudents were Jistur-
hing the peac_ of tie pl c¢ Oaly a few months ago the
Vice—Chancellor had a stroke, 5o patually the lady wea
worried. The university officers, the Begistrar, the Deputy
Registrar were alrezdy there, 1 had to trouble my son dor
aking me ip the car ard we reached the place.  That was
menpn season and the first th og we  noliced was that the
stidents w. re eating 1he umripe mengees  Thep |saw Ine
university officers apd the fady.  [told my students that
they shaohd all po back to the hostels and not disturh e
Vice ~ Chancelior  Luckily they xgreed’.

8o fer 50 good.  They could have refised alsg'

Quite likely, tut somehow they tamely yielded. I my-
self wag surprised. We afl came back to the hostels. [
allowed the tival groups to po on showting at each other
It weni on for nearly sz hour, and by then purheps they
were exhausied, T think',

“What was exactly the problem?

Iy the nanre of honour apprrently they were Bghtiog.
One gronp thal year was leading the students union. They
wece celeboating the cultural festival, The other group was
in charge of the hostels. The Secretary of the hnstels,
the Teader of that graup, said thet he would pot allow the
breakfzst 10 be sorved.  That was his way of faking ven
gance agdiust the olher group  MNawurally the othee greup
resenle it. When argueent  feils it comes to blows, you
kaow that', '

1Seems to Ee @ tricky vilualion’

1Ard spme teachers were op 2ither side  helping rhem-
S0 the problem was not an eusy ong’
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‘When the students have genvins - problems it is sagy
3 solve, but when they arc egped oo by teachsrs it boco—
mes ditlizell, The problem becomes complicated. {1 mug
have heen a trying tims for you', Pratap said.

‘For one hour | watched the whole show whes ong
2roup was almost juraping at the other group,. but mind
¥OU, Caey wWere not prepaied to hir each ofler, Finally T
said, “The hostels will have to serye breakfast. ‘The cultp-
ral programrie for the evaciog will be cancelled ™ Hach
gtoup felt it had sucoseded *

Wornderfel, “A Danicl come to judgement 1 Pratap
cheaefully satd

‘Al ten ] ashed the stedents 1o meet me in the cultege
sC that we could discuss the problem and rot have such
unpleasiut occasions teeur iy fulpte  We met at teg end
aller the meeting was over the leaders of the twa £r0Ups
Were wo.ing out leazig oa eavh otker like jolly gaog
friends. My own fee ing is that basically students have
e deep rootud hatred for cne anather, and their abrormal
behaviour is only the creation of their teacher leaders who
nse them for sheir ends.’

105 a pity that leavhers try to settle Cwir professional
livalries through the students', Pratap chserved,

“And sludents de it partly bacanse of caste afiljations

and partly becanse of & fond hope that they mavget a class
in their examinations’

Pratap felt scrty {or sich webecoming deeds.  Apasd
coutinbed, ‘whenever 1 saw the rwo groups fighting 1 Wily
always reminded of Romeo and SFrelier where the Carylerg
and iheMostagues were adl the time fighting,"
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‘Perkaps this is a new phase where the stedents develop
their lcadership qualities on the campus

Just then Vijay Ktpar came. He wias 2 contemporary
of Pratap for rescarch undec Anand. They were both
close tuv him and they competed with each other for
Anand’s affection Pratap looked al Vijay cheerfully.

iQir, 1 think Vijay is fucky. Be s atil) with yoaas
your culieagye in the department whereas I had to o
oot

-¥es, Vijay oo doubt has the benefit of being wlth me,
byt it also means & shejtered Life.  You have thy advantage
of comiug into coptact with a large number of peaple anel
you bave Lo Face odd situationsin lifa",

«OF coorse that is trye.  Academic life is lzss burden-
some Chan adminisiration’ Pratap observed.

“Pratap, our Professor has proved himsell to be eqoally
good in adminisrration® said Viay.

sYes hc has been telling me of some of those intri-
guing proflams’ said Pratap

“Even in the emvrgency period when an the wholz
cenditions were controlled, the Professor 5ad to shephoerd
the erring sheep carefully.  Sir, den’t you remembor how
some of our students were taken 1o the polier station and
you had 1o rescue thern® Vifay commentad.

Some of our students deftied the pelice orders and
they were taken to the station, Their friends came znd
carnestly requested me io get them reieased. The Chief
Minleter was visitlag the town. 3o Lhe Collector accom--
panicd him to the Hills. Thad to 2o to tha Hille en oo
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him.  Luckily the Registrar was with me. The Collectas
sppreciated the talerest [ took in my students sad he said
that all of them would he released provided they espressed

*heir regrels in writing  We came down und went ko the
police staticn ”

‘Perhaps for the first time’ said Vijay.

*Yes, the [nspector too was happy 10 sse me in the
priice station

‘It must have beco awkward for.you, A differant
world altogether” Pratap said '

*The students were called and 1 told them Lhat 1F they
eapressed thejr regrets they would he resleased They
were reluctant to say ‘sorry’ for 1hey bad violated the
pelice ordors knewingly, Tiold them thust they should
discuas it among themselves and 121l me  abowt their decis-
im in 'he cvening

‘Pethaps they weore famisked by the evening’ Pratap
yaid

*Yes their enthusiasm was over.  They losksd woske.
pore  They wers already fad up with their stav and ey
wal ed to be taken away., But two of them, ther leaders,
sl resisted. Mow the inspactor started taking it ey
an¢ he tald me that 1 showdld stand sarety for fe
iluc 2nfs.” '

*He waw cricky, | thook' Viay said.

[ doer't bnow whet vasie L mind, | aly nofoed
150, [ sald ooly their parests could do thai, nac )
tei1 hips that e “could relezse them on the bas:s of ke
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Calleciar's jtstraclions and on \he students’ statements of
regrers, < r else be could konp them. [ Jost patience with
hir for | found him dilly-de'lying. Then he came round
20d all of them except the two student leaders were taren
tn the hostels”

o think: was bumanitarian serviee Who wauld take
all than wrewhie’ sard Fritap.

The rueal Lorping wWhen L saw the nuwepaper 1 lovad
emergercy decisred 5o [rushed o the police stinon
cad fold the .wo sitdents w give letters of regrer und
came i of thal weetched hele. i hey were il onwilling
ta do that  Jusl 3t et lmwe the Colletor himscll camo
apd teld e that }should iake away my studeats or clse
Ee Lemsell woutd be heipless. The two realired the gravily
of the situgtion and calnby walked oul’

tPeceliar]ly coough beth of tem new oceupy Ligh
positinns in the gererote ot Yijay addad,

“That™s why | wes alway. considerate to rhe students,
We rever kaow their falure.’

sand some teachers conld mot understand vour Kind-
ness to the students  They considersd It lenieacy” Vijay

commenled,

T knov: ~otref have mistaken my additude 1o the sta
dapts. My owa feeling ks that if we do not wpderstind
thern preperty of at least Listen to them patienily they tend
ta go to 1he cutsicers for help. Why 2hould we ellow our
own students o De at the mercy of politicians and oppor-
tonists 7 So Tabways looked &t the students’ problems
gympaihetically’.
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‘And that is the proper approach. Why shouid tea-
chers shum thetr stiudents ! As the stadents are young
paturally they will be e oliondl, bul chey are amenabis to
regson. They get perverted only when wrong influcices
pressurs them’ Pretap observed.

*OF course sometimes the studeats bebave in a straogge
mannaer' Vijay said.

‘Like most of 15, Wa are al) like that. You remem-
hes, &l of yuu facled Lo scile the stodents” problem on the
hostel day,  You were 3lso  associated wath ohe nusstols at
thet time.’

*Yes we tried our besl to pacily the two groups.  Till
very lale o the pight we diseoswod, dul it was fuene. The
werden Soatly btrovghe them to you for your guidzace
Yiay cxplained.

‘What was the probiam™ queried Pratap.

fLike the Bip Ondians asd the Linle Endwans im
Swift's Fulfiver’s Trewvels the two growps were furiousty
dirided over a petty issue of who shouwld welcome the
C hief Cuest for she hostel day. Thek tempers ran high
and ey were mot in A4 mood o ecoceds. There ware
nezrly huodred stadents pnd their leadess oo #ither side
were adzment. 1 supgesicd that 1the leadera of bath the
groups could welcome the Chief Guest, the mors, the
merricr, } said  Bub then the qustion was whe should dn
it first  Evidenily vach proup wanied 1o be the first one,
| xuggesied tossing, bt that wae not agreeable to them,
The studenis coutention amused e and I could under-
,tand their peeuliar sense of dienitv
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So what did you segeest’ inguired Pratap.

1 told shem that there were 1wo vays of coming out
of that awkward siluatios, Ons was thal *Le hostet day
celabretions would end up with Tea, &5 they had already
invitrd weveral friends and spent a let of money  But the
meeting word be cancelled. i sad I would ceplain to the
Chief Guest aus difficully. Lu kily tha year he was from
a lora’ college. The other way wax lo have the msreting
also, bt none of them would welcome the Chiel Guest
I wonid myself do it and the repents would be read by
the wardens, Of covrse they could ail be sested on the
dias.”

‘Peshaps 1hat was important for them more than
welceming the Chief Guast or reading ihe reports” Viay
commented,

'Yesin away it iz troe. AH of them voanimously
sgreed 10 1he recond seggestion 2od I managed the whnle
show.’

sInderd it requires infinile patience’ obseryed Fratap
‘Mot orly patience bot also sympathetic understand-
ing’, Anand said.

“res T agree with you As you are 2 humanist you
could have thnse wider symgpathiss for the studsnts’ Pratap
eviopiszd,

sSrodents, in general. feel happy about your Prioci
palship  Especially your udmission procedire has worked
well, fiur merit alone is the criterion, apart from the resers
vaticns [ distiretly remember one gentleman, wha had
tough time with you, coming [0 me and asking me whethec
gou were a communist’, Vijay said,
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*Yes s0me are a liftic 1aken ghack when Tsay that I
have to take care of all those studems whose parcnts dre
peor and uneducated and would not eorss and see the
Pr-ncnpal Whereas eduvated peaple would wy to argue’in
lavour of their children's admission I tell them Lleotly
that | need not be a Prineipal for doing wrong things, |
think [ am a little hersh on viitocs wha feel that hecanse
ol their position they shodid ke given special treatment,
I thoscughly resent such an attitode from them.

~ “You are justificd in treating them in that manner,
Tomie people pose and they should be tauvght 2 iesson’
addud Pratap,

T am glad to hear' ﬂ::a:j:. 1 do'my @ - sincerely, even
though I am a Principal daly in the ali:noons’ Anand
‘anghingly said

Anand coutd go on describing his esperiences a3
Principal bor & long time. On the whole ht was a seesesi-
ful adinériistrator.” Prafap was catremely happy to meet
his Professor after so many years. ffz foond no Fhange
in him and ke &0l looked cheérful end active. ‘Pratap
and Vijay teo¥ lekeve of Apind and he wus all afiction
for them

il

Atrer six years of adminjsirartive work Apand Hecatne
(e, Metation of i’rmmpalsth was introduced, and he
™ ag Sc-lcl} Tesponsrble for his deparimeot. Il gave him
time ‘o ga buck to hug critical and creadve work, 'I'Eat
was ulso Ihe time “hen he coutd viell most of Lhe Lﬂmp'lt:a

in the feuth. Lﬂh«hm and his danghters were wﬂh ]'.'um
and t‘m}' emo}ed those Visfts 1o the mdgnidicees fempm of
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the Sowth. The koaiy Tndian traditions stil rcmained
intavt despite Lie passage of time, and the lemples sood
86 prinnacies of ovr plorious heritage  In fact Anand was
writing a Tovel on a saint’s Ife and the ternples figured in
that rarrative. So lie wanted an authentivily for his
descriptive sceonnts. o the last three jcars of bis profe-
35015Lip ke could spend more time with Lakshmi and the
children, ard life was peaceful

Ip the [ast xezr of his Profissorchip, quite unex-
pectedly Anand received an anitation from the Nesth-
Eagtern Hill Univessily, Shitlong, Lo visit the enicrsity
apd to deliver Tectures i his area of speiulization  He
staved for a fow weeks in Shillong.  He was happy fo be
there for it scemed to bea pleasant plice. Hestayed in
Stillong club and {ic was reminded of his stay in Englend
Every morning 25 he got up he saw the sun shining but
withiz a fow rminutes the sky would be dark, Clouds
moved ahout and ipvariably there was some shower of
drizzle. M oueed to be oold. Anand hiked the English
weather despite all its vagraries.  Especiaily the landscape
in Shillosg pleased him. itiz a hifly tract, pictoresgoe
and fuli ¢f vndulations. All ths time one had o go up
and down, ‘fherc were lzkes efl arouad. By the side of
Shillong ¢lub, where he stayed, thore wasa [ake. That
was a caplivating scene for Anand. The green vegelatiun
all arcund fascinzted him.  In the eveniags he could
stioll pbout the lake watching men and woven rowing
the bosts He liked the yo nger generation of teachers
b the department.  The Frofessor and his woileague. wvere
cordial to iim.  The students bked Anand and ithey were
happy to atiend his lectares 4 nand’s public ldctures were
attenced by stedents and staff meombers of the otber
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faculties alie.  He was respected for his scholarship and

Anand wus happy For the acclaim he received for his
work.

(e of the younger mumbers of the departmenr, a
Eeader vsed to come to Anand every cvening. e wonld
sil With hir and put seacching questions, and Apand
enjoved tabicg to him  On certain days ihey wsed o go
for loug welhs.  There grew 2o affinily buiween them, It
was an intellectual communion and ine yousg maa being
a poet was Full of weative imaginaticn, Al that tme ke
was 21l by kimself as his family was aw: in some other
place. %¢ Le had ample tme to keep company wilk
Anaad. Wilk hiz innate coriosity to know mare about
teaching and rosearch he oftzn put guesiions 1w Anaod.
The young maa, Oy, Ravinder had a geauine thirsd for
Tnowledgs

Yoy have been a Professor for a nomber of years, 1n
all thare vears what is »our cxperience of human relation-
ships 7 Thase who are helped by vou, are they pratefut to
vou

Arand laughed.

Dr Rzvinder, you dee 2 poet. So you may rot urders
stand realily, Poets live in & world of  their ows.
Anyway you hawe posed a fundaments] question. Bo I
ask you, why should anybady b gratelul for the help he
recaives t

“Because we are governgd by periain norms and ethical
values. 5o it shoeks me if seme one (s ungratefl,

"That mearns yOU 06 & ¥ery sensitive person. Of
course § am also seoaitive 1 am not thi.k skinaed, yat -l
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take a realistic picture, where it is difficalt for peopls to be
greatelul’.

sAre you no! pained when you find fagranl vIolation
of human conduct

‘Mo No doubl roany teachers, even senfor Profussors,
complaic of boss Ingratitude la their sludertz ot my
view is that I help others bocaase 1lam in a position 1o
help. 1 hope you remember the famous line, ‘gratitude 8o
burdersoms’ [t only suggets that il is difenit fo be
gratefic].”

q+'s gm eacellent lins, But T don't remember whi

waid '

‘Iris Salarn in Pareedize Lost. He tries to explaia his
posit'cn that gratitode is ao ppending phenotencn  The
more he receives, the grearer s the need for him fo he
grateful to God. Miltan of course vses f1 Ina sarcastic
maznn-r, but he must have vaderstoed human nature.’

o tkipk it fs 2 grand lice ypical of Miltonic diction’.

‘Sa n y thinking has moen that when Ido a ghod turn,
I nexd not - xp.ct anyiiing in réturs T pave the salis-
faction thal I kave mads soneous I".;‘J.pp_}". In this world
of tension, jeaiousy aud hatred some of ug Will hawe Lo
take the leed in cteating hmrmony and happiness, Lispe-
cially the gifted anes have o bear Lhe cross for the welfare
of the gthers. (Great saig*s, mirtyrs ao0d makatmas bave
done il. We in our hemble manger skould wy to elinviale
the suffering of othery, Toats my faith, S 1am not
upset if someone behaves in 2 strange way
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‘[ thigk shis is somathing special fn var T groers)
tendency iz to expect somxhiaz in r.turn, at jeas;
gratiiuce, for all that one does  Human lave is selfish,
Only God’s kove is sublime”

‘May be, § have ne godi'ness in me. yetit has been
henanly possible for me to do guad to others As T have
a mind to help others, {;think, ! have suceesded

1 am glad to hear of your ealightencd views. It in-ga
edwsation for me.”

Anand gave the insiance of one of his stadents viet]
mised by administration, ard he had tsreoscve him. TIn
another imetance the Ph D oresult of one af his stuydents
was submergzed for along tme, acd he Lad to fight for
the awarld,  Arand also seferred 10 his students whom he
had placed in one of the P.G. centres of vhe university,
and they shaped well, Apand teld Ravieder that de was
Erppy e ird rp beg studeonts wofE placed in 3 fe Mething
gove bhm grwi vo pleasuie than 4o 2.e (ke in Privspenrong
canditions.

‘80 all yoar life you have been helping vour stedents,’
complimented Ravinder.

‘I'den’t taks sry spooial gredit for that serviee I
have dons n v Guty as 2 tzachar in conlemporary saciety”

Tam glad io mect an ideal deacher like you T wisg,
I had been woug sivdent.”

Anzad smiled. It was time foo dinoer. Rav pder
left Anaod wlier thenkiog nim for his lluminating talk
Faor twa or hrce days they could not.see cagh- other, Wi
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they met again, Raviader was anxious to have Anand’s
views on research work in Indian ugiversities.

vProfessor what do you think of reseazrch work dote
in our grversitiza ¥

«Our diseariea iz research seemes (o be heading towards
a erisis’

‘Why do you say thet 7 You have vourself tratbed
geveral cundidates Toe P 0.’

crhzss troe, At cae Ume we dida't botker about
regearcly . Mow 1he wave Hus come in futl swing 5o thers
5% ap nndue hasie, and mich of the ressarch wowk is done
ip a haphazard mannur. all the time coucentyabog on the
ends of promations, acl on e means alopled ja getting
them.  Many ynhersivey do not have foreizn examing:s
on che plea 1hat the res s might da dedaved, And very
often the 1opes chasen lfor research tond to be servey
typLs, ard do net yicld genuine oOr ginal work. I our
anxicly 10 Frod-ece more and more Ph Gs wes 40g $30010
ing qualiy for quantity This is the bane of rescarch vow.'

“Then how ab L the puides 7 Very ofien they dogt
ngve tme ot they say thev are busy  Out of ndc:ssity the
condidute puls himeeif to ull sorts of ridicw]; us situations,
Pleasing his guide ecomes bus imajor copetn, and Anally
be expects his guide to wiite the thesis for him  Or he may
get it written by somcone #lse. The latter can happen
expacialy when ths guide says that the thesis can be shown
to him aficr he waole =ock s over.”

‘The other exireme ix when the caadidaie thinks that
be is the sole author of his work and the guide has done

pathing for hin’ commented Anand.
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*A simple case of ingratitude’ Ravinder added.

‘A gaod feachor (5 ruspocted Dy the studonls even
new, duspite all the corcoding influrncss oo them, I ama
persunaily bappy with thew” observed Aoaud,

“¥uu are lucky thul way Sor your rapparl with the
students seems  be a pleasant ope’ Raviador com-
mented

*Checasionally you may fnd a black sheep That {8
inevitable We cganot help it. Geod and bad ga 1o
gether  We cen't bargaic for a world of gaodness alone.
Hunestly I lhink :uch a world would be boring. Sol
have wlerzled evea the wreang oncs | opo hack Lo my
argument thal any help ! have rendered is ovt of iove. T
one rememhers it, well and good If L dnesa't, it does
not matter’,

PAut it #a difficuit {0 muintain thatl attitude, Yery
often we thirk of re aliztion, especially when w: are in
power. T aec that you are & fully evolved pe.son and yon
have attaincd wizdom 1 am glad that 1 could spend a
few hours with you and listey to your profonnd faixs’

Ravinder was mostly convenlional aod be was full of
gfmiration tor Anand  Apapd left Shillong with a lot
of good will ameng the stodents apd teachers of the
depastment  Particularly his association with the Profesgor
was a pleasant and memoreble one,
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As Lhe resiring time was approaching Anand planncd
to g0 abroad ag a Visiing Professor for an ac.demc year
lMis plans weic again upeet when five days before his reti-
rement he was app. int-d Vice-Chancellar The winle tow
vas preased pith the news. The peneral fediing was Mhat
Arand nich'y desensed the clevali ¢ Hspeeislly when some
Proferscss serivnsly towd 88 the sons of theeoil, T was
providentiul that he sheud get the offer Even after iwenty
five vears of tecching in the University, Anaotl was dusbed
a3 an alien lor he did not beiong to that arex Nodoubt he
Lizd kis own hotise in the tewn, but that did eo! make hir
a lecal persen Whan Anard paid 2 courtesy aall fo the
Governor, the fivst guestion e put o him was, ‘T you
helorg tn 1hat place’ Anand, cmphatically said that he was
not from thal place hut he had taught there for twenly flive
vears in the University As Anand came out, the Secrelary
1+ id him 1kat one of the Professors in the University xen!
eame.siudonls 1o the Govornor to complain that he did not
belorg to that plece Anand smiled and  thanzed bim for
ihe caution.

Anand somehow developed o new faith that the Vies.
Chancel'e ship was God given and no one could cheek him
out ot thee years He said repeatedly that it was 2 coven-
ant b lwien Fom and Gad aud be had 1o fulft his duty in
thie pame of Gad  He teok it as a Loly mission  He was
like Themas Beekel *Wishing sabjection to God aloce’. He
waited sufficiently long coouph so that when it came il
could give him frecdom 1o act. Anand and Lakshmi fir nly
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believed that God's grace was exlended to them  This be-
lief gave him supreme rmoral stcungth to uphold and main-
tain @ sense of justice in administrat’'on  He affirmed and
assnrted that God chose him fu. doing some good to the
Univers.ty. Hut then he alo avered that he would du it
only for one termy He gave 1o his assignment 2 sanetity
and s:gnificance a5 though bo was God's agent 1o do jastice
1o all Fven the losest of tha low infthe dniversity could
52¢ hiin He newer denied weces 1o anyons.  As studeats
carie in farge puabers be t.l.ed te them paticat’y and
pleasingly.  He wes confident that he cauld manage thene.
Mast of the feaskes were know 3 ta him and some of them
were his past students  Even sawmong he non-t-aching
staff, many koew him and soms worked . dar him when
he wan Prigeipal of the Univarsity Collags  $o fac von-
ditions were favoursble to him, and it was everyone's
ckpeciation that he wovld be fa't minded and iust in hig
dealings with o herg

When Anapd saw the Chicl Minister 2 weok afler
assuming charge the munister was redinquishing kis posi-
Lon hat ve.y day. hree more Chicf Ministers who came
later were xind (0 Anaed  The Educition Ministers wers
zlways courteons to him.  Anand was extremely hucky in
his relatoaship with the govermment for there were no
pressuree on him  His jub was o slrive far acajemic
cxeeibence and for pesce on the carvpos  Adl that ke
cirald do mostly b causs of an inner piise and a sustaiaing
power divi-ely o dained Lakshmi’s pressnce gave him
the fellowship of & wosted partner in life and they: 4id
net fk%e 0 mowr o the Viee-Chancellor's bungalaw.
Their own housy - was mors seitsd Lo their way of living,
thal war st ance sumple and digoifisd. The houss was
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neat und fidv.  Apand foll that domeslic peace was nece-
suary fac becoming suceessfl as teecher or adminlstrator
in the University, He roozived that fall cy-oparation
froum his soas and daughters. (0 the house it was atacit
understanding that Lhey woull not talk of Kiniversicy
affairs because they weated to lead the same calo and’
simple tife they had before. Anand had oo confidants
and gven his frost trusted colleagues never venser:d to
feed him with prior wformadon  They sincerely bolicved
thar ke woeld gever doany weong thing.

‘The momnt Apand become Vice-Chancellor the
stedents of his dipariment requesied him to continue
teaching thern  He was nok averss 10 teaching in hus omn
area of spicia ivalivn, but he wantod them “o requesl the
Bead of the Department te forward their letter to the
Registrar  Cnply if the Head requested m he cuutd
come to (he department, Anand told thenn.  Anand used
to 1gach in the first hour every day and theo go lo the
University. Ilis teaching for oge boor sustained him
jnteltociually for the whole day  After that pleasant onc
hour be conld aciept the rounune work however dullat
might ke, Teackmg was & source of strength for kim and
jt inviporated Ris mind, or eise perhaps hiv adaiaisteative
waorlk vould have deadened lim Qo certain days he
would find & large pumbser of students waitiag for aim at
h's ofice  OFf course they respected him for the teaching
he d:d. They considered 1 2 service tv the department,
yel sometimes they could be apitated too.  Often he
wondared whether the sludents wers still taking btm ax the
Principal of the University College  So he asked the
studenis ene day why they ¢ome to him when thev had
their Principal and Deans alse.  Their reply was revealing,
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Bir, you will listen to us patiently,  If vou 2aa do some.
thing immediatcly you will, ot at least feli us when it cun
be dene. 5o wearc sure of receiving soame positive res-
ponsé from ¥ou  Therefore we com: io you. that too in
the last minuies when every other source s tried. Sorry
to distarl you'.  Anend smiled and told them, “Alf right
i shall try to do my best foryou  Bot when you come by
me in large numbers you nced not be shonting acd yelling
for you wilt bhe disturbing the work in the office,  When
I am prepared to see you there is no need to bave all that
paraphernalia®,

Aoand bad 2 way of talkipg to the stadeats and in.
viariably ke conid soften them  They might be coming in
a frenzied maoner, hut they often weol back cheorfuliy,
He knew the studeuts and his experience as a Principal
helped him in esublishing a fairly good rapport wilh the
students

[espire the augpicious buginning that Anand had 25 4
Yiee-Chancelior 2 nuughty problem was hovering over the
Un'wereily, That worried his predecessor who half way
resigned a-d Anand had ‘o f.ce that wosolved preolem.
Afrer a few weeks of receptions and welcome parties tais
riddle turfaced and the busy bodies on the cumpus watcherl
Anand closely,  First e talked 1o the sfuden-s but that
d d pot yietd cesula,  As the Priocipal of the Udiversity
Callzge he could be all the tires i touch wilh Ui students,
but as Vice—Chancellor Le was remacte for ha was respon-
sible for the whole enrve sity  To that extenl there was
distancing alse,  Of course he could work rarongh trusted
licurenants, but he did not beiieve in ¢reating the chuosen
few.
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Years age whea Anand was the Principal of the Lni-
varsity College he imtroducad the indirect system of elect-
tens far the Students LUlnion It worked well all thnse sin
years. Later there was a lot of troubie on the campus
and elections huecame unmanegeabls  Then the demand
was for direct elections and lhe anthorities were a jitde
tecitant fur they feared outsid: fnaterfrronce and greater
disturbanie on the campus f they allowed such a swstem,
Anand talked to the teachers and to his greal surpiise b
Ecand them xs divided as the xtudents on this issie, some
supposting ihe direct muthod and some others tie indirect
method of elections %o the d.vergent damunds of 1he
students fur ona system or he olher were partly sponsared
by the teachers He tried for a compromise hetweca the
two grougs of students, but 1hat was not aiowed to be
snecessfu] for the teache~s on either side were kezn oo
peeing their owa views casried ot by ke 1 studunts  He
Bimeell did ot LEe i oXpides his viow iest he should be
jdentified with onc group or the other.  For a few months
this hubhuyb went on.

Fivally Anand decided o create four Schools gnd
they functioncd uader the segis of the University collese
Fach School bad four offee bearers of the Studerts Linion
snd all were duly electe d threugh the direct wethod.  The
Schoolsthig provided ade shp cpportunilics w sixtcen
studenis as compared with oaly four office bearers before,
Similarly four Senior Professors became the four Deans of
the School os the baels of scofority, and the seafor-
most Professor beceme the Principal of the Universisy
Colless  Anand mdroduced this system and il an%“*erea
the aspiraiioas of amhilfoas studonis and teackers, Dean-
ship apd Prigeipalstup were by rotarion, every iwo yeara
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there would he a chasps Headship of the deparement
was also rotated every Lwo years, Al thoss positinns were
interlinked and oo the whale the chanpes were neceptable.
The stredeat elections ever afterwards wers conductod
peacefllly and in an ocderly maoner. Apand was glad

thzt be could introdiee 4 syslem thar suevived a0d worked
guocesslully,

Then another important questinn that puzzled Anazed
wes about the non- Y8 [, teachers, OF sourse e disy-
putly remumbared bis visitic Svdaey 2 fuw ¥ears carier
where, the Commonweatth Yies -Chancellorg Congrress dis.
cussed Lhis question, T that conference meny spewkars
fele that all ascolades were given io the rosearcher. Tha
consewsus was nzt teaching shonld be the primusy obliga-
tion of a teacher. Anaed was # little surpr.sed for big own
prefurence was for research  Feverzl of those speakers
fult that undue importance was given to research agd TEry
often the researcuer shivked his responsibitity of teaching
ucder the pretesl of doisg zesearch. Tas geosral view
was 17 favour of giving more importance (o teaching, Ip
fact Arvacd thought that o good teacher could ba i good
rescarcher also. There was 20 divorce hetwesp the 1w,

Anard to a tarze extent was convinted that good tea-
chers should be rcecprised apd rewarded even thopgh
they &id ner have reszarch degrees  When he becane the
Vice—Chancellor he thought about it One way was to
giv: scme special weightzge for lgog teaching experience
at 1he dime of the in'erviews for Readzrshing and Profess-
crships  But the long teaching experience could also mean
that the teacher had vegetated, for teaching would hegome
rouline afler sone years, woless it was supplemented by
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the eahilorating exp.ricnce of research.  That was one way
of thinking. But there were good teachers who wire
liked by she students and Apand remembered that in some
Amecican universitics the stedents would cvatpate the
parformanue of the teacher al the end of the academic
year, But in the Indizn contest it would be hazardous.
If a non Ph.fy was promeled, a Ph D, coald go to 4 court
of law and the coucts very often upheid the higier degree.
50 Anand cebated within himself avd came to the conelu-
jion thar there was oo tangible method of rewarding a
soo0d teecher <ven though he did nol own a research
degrze, Il was also porsible, in 8 demacratic st up, that
for cvery one deserving case there could be nine unde-
serving ones also. So he decided that an ovirall picture
of teaching. research and pubficaticns wonld be demanded
of every teach © aspiting for a higher pasition.  And he
imtroduced & system  of marking whsreby the Selection
Comrmiites could assess the worth of the candidales iwa
reasonably fair piasmer.  He wasfor doing jestice and he
waplcd to be impactial. e was scrupeleusly careful in
selecting candidates on the basis of merit-and he preferred

the lacal ones.

il

A few months afier Ansnd had hecome the Wice-
Chanceilar there was z letter from the Director of Higher
Fdneation informing him that he was selected for the
Meritoriors Teachers Award thal year. Only six months
ago when the awards were first fastituted, -Anand was the
recipient of that hopour. 5o his-frst reactien was that
the letter was sent o him by mistske. But when hbe
checked the wear for which the award was made, Le
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realised that the government was pleased to ¢hoose him
for that award & second time. He was very heppy to bo
revognised ag a. Jistinguished tcacher. Lakshmi and the
children, were present on the occasion of his recciving
the award a second time It wasa proud day for all of
them

Similarly oné morning a5 Anaod was looking through
the letters ke found one zddressed to him by the Yice-
Chancellor of & reightouring un versity,  He was delighied
to find that D Litt. {hoooris cansa) would be copferred
oo bimi at the ensuisg convoention  The unexpsctad
alwayr fascinated him. e was parlicularly requested 1o
attend the convocaricn and itceive the depres in persom.
No one nesr and dear to him was present wheo he 100k
his Ph I degree in Cardiff, 50 ke wanted Fakshmi and
the clildren to be prescnl op this oecasion, They did aol
sec that cown even though Apand had been there saveral
times before. Fadma, his second daughtey, was very food
of watching the sea with itz waves ciming and dashing
agdinst the shore, 8o all seasids towns and eities were an
attraction for her. They all reached the place well oo
Hme to aitend the coovocation. After the convecation
the children sfrolled azhout collecting pebbies and oiher
curiols stoges on the scashore  The aext day they visited
another seaside town apd they were happy o wisit the
famous erple in the eeighbourhood The Vice-Chan-
cellor was pleased and happy 1o have Anand and his
family for the convosation. While Lakshmi and the
chitdren were visitizg wearby places of interest, Anand
steyed back assome joucnalists wanted to ses him  He
apenl somsrimne with them,  They were apxions to know
Anand’s views an educatios.
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®ir, you have heen an educatiopal administralor for
a numher of years hesides being 4 meritorious teacher and
rasearcher. The government has bonoured yon twiee a5 a
teacher of eminence  So we would like to huve you
views on our present educalion system’ said Gopal, on: of
the journalists.

Anand was not very keen on talking aboul education
for his views wight be controversial - However he did not
want o disappoint the jouraalists.  So he sald,

‘Cur edication system kas taken many shapes, Sut stilt
It retains the British pattern. We looked 1o the American
system with enthusiastn but we found it difficoll {o be
practised.  We still g0 on with the Brifish, system withoet
putting faith in it So even this does pot work well o
fact we don't seem 1o be seripus abont any systeny, apd we
don’t have anything that is wpically Indian or suited io
the needs of our coantry’.

‘S on the whals you fuel that the present state of
cducation is not very encovraging asked Sekhar, the other
jourealisl

‘No dauht out best startents compare favonrably =it
the best students of any osher eosniry. Oor tzachers gre
cqually goad. Butin seaeral the cducationat standards
have gone down  Weare angions to give education 1o
everyonze, Lhat 75 commendahle. Butwe take it lo U
logical extreme of trying to make evervone a postgracuale
Postpraduate studies ore meant for thes: who wish 12
specializ: ip @ particular sobject  But they are naw coa-
verted cerveriently joto pereral studics meant for general
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consumption.  Apd xfter producing  postpraduales in
large numbers we kesp most of them wnemployed and
frustraced®,

“True, but how to lmprove” g eried Gopal

ft is nor 50 easy. There are several complieations
and anything new i resented  »iy own fecling is that we
can be liberal upte the frst degres level, but the post-
graduate studiss shorld he only far those who would Hke
to speciclize apd pursue reseaech. At the first dugree level
there cun be two sttesns, oue oo nosntrating on academic
studies, 1he other on vocationsli-ation.  Th- best of tha
academnic tvpe can go in for postrraduate o adicy whereas
the olher group may vy fof fobs  This nili save wastage.
By admitting students whe are not academicalty motivabed
the gencral lovel of teaching goes down and alomg with it
the postgraduate studiss will be dijuted

“Sir, what you say is correct  Wo wonder when we'll
comes cut of this mire’ observed Sskhar.

-Another difficulty is that even good teachers will have
1o limit their stay te their Seates only, The best in them
js not properly exposed and wilised o the past, good
teachers were wetcomed everywhsve and they sould teach
in ary part of the couatoy, Provineialism bas hampered
that opportunity.  As the medium of instruction is in the
languare spoken locaity no teacher can venture to move
bevond his ewn State  This i= 2ncther sufling factar in
‘he presept system. Linguistic chauvinism prevents alt
snch provemant from ome university to another aniversity
iy some other State. Mo doubt Visiting Professorships and
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Fellowships offer some énchange, buot they have thefr own
limilationg *

8o, weu think that the contribution of pood teachers
15 limited.

“Yes And ‘rying to teach aven postgradoxtes in the
langnape nf the aren is the iasf siraw in our present eys-
tem. The time has come when onr cwe best sindents
here to commpe'e with othzra in the world merket  To
confine the unbemrded know'cdes in one single book, that
tos 4 poor trans'atize, and prescribe it for stady at the
postpraduate fovel s relregrede and detrjmgental to (he
furerasts of our future generations’

‘But the policy makers #re kesn on sending Lheir
children to Coglish mediym schools and later to foreign
unmiverrities' cheerved opal

"Thank you, sir, for enlightening us with your views
cn education,” Sekhar said.

Gopat ard Sckhar feft Anurd. By then Lakshmi and
the children ccturaed afeer their exciting trip to the neigh-
booring places  In the eveniag they had 8 hoauing
excursion on ihe szz =nd it was enjoyable  Thume were
memaorable dave, Ansnd thonght, when ke could taks lime
off from his busy schrdule of work and spend sometime
with the fraity. .

i

As Vice Chaneellor Anand had to fsce many problems
Reing fair minded, he could, oa the whote spbve them to
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:he satisfation of a1 the porsons concerned  He had no
precoaceived prejudices for or against anyoae  Bu: trigky
situetio=s ware also ‘here whes he had o be very careful,
io the cass of one appoiatment paricuizely there was a
lot of heated discussion and divergeacs of wpinion Amoag
the members of 19e 3yndicars  As the interview for a
Professorship maz poivg an, some anoavmous pelitans
vame accizing «he cendidate of having taken hribes from
the research scholars. Anand could not stop the foter-
view und lhe candidate, against whom cha. ges of Corug-
tivn were made was consider=d to be the Sest af the Lo

He wos an intersal caodidste  There was anciher
candidare supported by a wrong group dad he was from
ope-of the P.Gi centres. Fust beforc the Svadicale TCATITg
one proup of students saw Anand  They wers up agaiost
the inter. 4] candidate, and they wore highly excited Than
wrother proup of smdents came suppoting ihe ictarenal
candidate very strongiy.  Then s tidcd group came, They
were'the tescarch scholars who denownced the intornal
candidate.

Apsiost that backgreund Anand bed to conduct the
Syndicate meeting,  He (01d the members tha: they could
carcfully examine that case.  Theo the members expressed
themaelres freely, some apposing the candidate and some
others supporting him.,  They were as divided as the
siudents  The discussion went o8 For half an Bour. Then
the Seeretucy for Edutation perhups got fed up with the
whole aflaiz, and he said, “Ms  Vice-Chaneslor, we have
Fairth in you, IF you say that the concerncd teacher ima
good parsoa, we will have no more disoussion and we
appoint him Professor”
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Anand told the members, ©T czo ooy say that he s o
good teacher. What happens to him in his private life,
whuther he takes bribes or leauns I cannot sav.)® 8o he
concluded that the candidate would ke appointed Professor
tamporarily, and ke wouid be expossd toa commission.
IF the commission foucd him godiy, be would be reverted,
1 it exonerated him, Profussoeship would he confinned.

They agreed with Anand and they were happy to solve
that problem. When the meeting was over the twa groups
of stodenis again saw Anand, Those, who supporied the
internal cundidate, were huppy that he was made Frolc-
ssor., The otker group was equally happy because ke
wonld be eapoased to 8 commission Thzy could hawve
theit pound of flesh at that time. So the two groups were
paciiied.

Cro the whole Anand's association with the Syndicata
memhers was pleasant Tt was 4 large zroup consistiog op
MLAs, MLCs, Professors and Prinsipals of the colleges
It was 2 pood combinution,  As universitizs wera no
longer just contres of foarning bt were publiz institations
fed oz public funds, Anand felr that the public had 4 righe
to koow what was bappoting in the universities, Ewen
though the academics wore supposed fo be better, very
often they toied o setrle old seares agaiost cheir rival
groups and individual teachers on the campes. 80 Apand
was not keca on having academics only on the Syndicatea.

(4 )

Anncd was Lappy with his children. The two sons
T¢ mdrried and zettled io life  Quoly in the case of the
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first deughter, there was sams delsy in gedting her marcied.
Lakshmi waptcd that their chiddren shoold be st least
poslgraduates.  So no serlous thunking was dome umtil
the deughter took hor M A degroe,  When Anand [ooked
for suitable allisnces, he himseliwas not in favour of mady
matches.  Sometimcs it was the aibher way, The daonghter
was rof liked by the suitors  This goest went o For a few
years and lLakshmi was very much worried abput it Bven
Anard was paeplesed e could not uwndersrand why he
was unsrcressful o performeing the marsiape whea een
ordinary poor perents could mapages  Fieally he decided
that bis daughter should take up a job and zet marcied ag
and when she liked  He went abrozd aod oo his retoarn
he plarned to put her in & joh.  Peenliurly enonsh, io his
ahsenee guite casually ap aliiance came Up and by the time
he remraed the alliance was almest fixed. He was away
on.y for two weeks and within that short time the pod-
given moment had come.  He marvelted at the way the
unscarchable dispose ol Lighest wizdom funciiooed in the
world  God’s ways oncc again secmed 1o be mystarions
to him.  He strugyled and struggied to get the daupghter
married, and =hen he aceupled the defzat, the protective
hapd was cxteeded to him, Within 2 mozth afler his
return Fon abooad the marciape of the first danghter was
celehrated A fow months Iater the second daughier too
wis married Ansnd was keen on celebrating thet merriage
in the wewn ctself sc that a larges number af guests coold
att 3, Even thsre be Bailed  Hoth the marriazes ad to
he perforined or the Hifls, the abode of the Lo, ead
peculiarly fn the xame plice and in the same cattag:s. It
wat God’s wiil  Whee the sscond daughter Padria was
warred Anacd had a curicus fecling.  She brougat him
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prosperity snd the guardion angel was leaving him.  He
was painrd, but he rezlised that he was oaly poe 2mong
thousands and thovsands of pareats in the world o whom
datrahiers might have bronght pnod fortuoe, bol onc day
they had o leave  Hoer pectiog cemfndéd him af Sakoo-
tala's scparation from Kunwe, bher foster father, It
looked oy if the se ond davghter's o actriage was in a way
Bneried theotgk a divine agency for only a few doys saler
Lukshuni was il Anand’s fortone tonched ¢he zenjth
aod it camme fofl cirale in the decliniag fushion in the next
fvw wonlhs,
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Anand’s term of theee years as Viee-Chancellor was
eoming t 4 ¢lose. Throughout the day he was  busy con-
ducting interviews for various posts in the University.  He
was much wortdied about Lakshmi's health. #= had a
sleepless night. The phons was tinging It was four in the
moraing At twelve in the night his son came and told him
that his mother all of g sudden developed breathing troubis
and oxygen was being administerad toher For one moment
he looked at his son angrily as though hc was responsisle
for the decaying condition of his mother's health, Oaly
the day before Anand left the hospital «nd his wife Lakshmi
Iovked cheerful,  Her face was peaceful aad quiet. Before
lcaving her he looked at her Jovingly and was very much
lnpre-sed by the sweetness in her face, The doutors assured
him thar nothing untoward would happen  More than ell
those assurances his faith in God was unshakable He felt
that God would save h'm and there was no denger
Lakshmi's life. She rao had that immense faitk in God.
So when Dr. Anand left his wife he had no idea that anv
unfortunate turn of events would take place,

Anand's son could have given him a ring instead of
comicg all the way by spending hours on travel by hus,
Al tvelve Anand could oat go. 8o he planned to go sarly
marnitg and made atcangements for the interviews to e
conducted in his abseoce.  In the last two motths he was
very much worried because of Eakshmi's poarhealth, Bven
though he was 2 great heliever in the poodness of thiogs
and enjeyed life in all it varied aspects, vel thess twg
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months were £ tartore to him, He fook Lakshmi o varions
hospitals and finally the Cancer Toslitnte in Madras, after
a series of tests, found out that she wss suffering from
caneer and that it had atready come to the second srage
when it atfzched the lhver alse The doctor at the Ensti-
tute expressed his holple:sness and pronownced  death for
her in & few weeks, Anand was furions with him He eyrsed
e wicle tribe of doctors Oy the time the Tests were
over it was ith Avgusl 2nd on the Sth, Anand  had o g
ghroad for attending an internztional conference in Cam-
bridpe where he had to chaie a sessron. A few mounths ag
when Ee accepted the invitation he never thought even for
one momend, that his wife would be il or that she would
be attacked by a fell disease.

Life was gocd for ki, He received several honours
and they came ane after anather o3 if be was bors to be
honoured. To the onlookers, and 1o some of the Profes
cors i 1he university, it was breath taking, for Ansand's
werk recejved wide zcelaim and recognition ahroad

Anand was modest enongh to realise that it was God’s
grace and not so much his ext-acrdisary merit thal pave
him all those accolades  But then suecess In life gave him
u complacency that nothing could shake him and he bes
ked in.the sunshine of God,s kindness. Then  suddenly. he
was brougbt to.a scnse of reality, the cussedness of lile in
the.shape of his wifa's flincss.

All the acedemic distinetions and honour3 oely cre-
ated jealousies in others. As haman nature wonkd go sone
of them could not simply understand why ail the good
things in life sbould go to Apand alone s2nd the awards
weemed to come to him anasked for. Thiswas toomuch for
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some, and they hopefully wishid that something might
happen to nettle and perplex the cver cheerful Assnd, Yes,
the hour had come and Lakshmi was ill. He wented to can-
cel his trip to the LLK o view of the lostitute’s Eodings
on Sth Avgust.  Ou the Gt when he gotup in the morn-
ing Lakshmi was alreedy wp. She was slightly couphing.
Anand tznderly touched her and patted her onthe back as
thongh the covgh would subside She turned 1o Anand and
said,

‘You ¢an fly roday as per programme. 11l be 2ll right.
Dhon't worry aboot me’,

Ananid waz fahbergaated, He just gap o1 ot her unbe-
lievingly, He was slently watchirg her. Alwost ia 2 mnaod
of elation she said,

*Last night I haed a pleasaut dream. God will take caré
of me'. So in the evening Lakshrml was eent home and
Anaod flew to Bombay on kis wav 1o the X, He had 10
altend twa conferenc g, ane in Carbridpe and the olkerin
Birmingham. By the timeé he retorned wn days elapsad.
He was wery much perturbed and aniious while he wes 1o
the UK. but he maiateined 3 poise which gave no hint
abpmt the internal siorm brewiog in Uiz mind  On hig
returo he fonnd. Lakshmi tyving on an easy chair looking
fresh and calin as thovgh she had no ailment at all.  She
qQuictly asked Anand,

tDvd you slip aad fall an reaching ibc foarth Jeur ol
your hetel in Loodon

"Yis' ha gaid in great surprise, und questiom d her
haw did con knew T
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il had a drear’

‘Luckily it’s only 2 misor fall. [t still aches at the
ankle, thaugh' ha satd.

In b % absence i was snggested that Lakshod should
bz taken to Vellore for trealment  Apand personally saw
the Direetor of the haospital at ¥ellore through & comoodo
friend., The Diect. r was courteous and he promised to
do his best.  The test wes (God's wifl, hesard  Apand
appreciated his tcntiment, for he fefl that 3 patient shoold
nol be luft witheed treatment whatever might be the patore
of the dise.ze i1 would be barbaric o lesve the patieat
to liis or hier tze jusr because it happered o be a fell
discase. S0 the hope was there that Lakshmi could be
treated it gave io Anand o scose of ful6lment For in the
finad apzlysis it was Gad's will that ons could be saved or
not saved from death, No one eould defy death not even
the mighty morarchs, Arand philosophised. 5:1l there
was arneg  Whin the Directar wanted to talk to the
specizliat he was told that lhe doctor was away and would
be back only aftec u few davs  So some wore delay aad
pothing coufd be dene  Finally a dafe was fivrd and
Anand returned with hope,

A day befoee going to the hospitul Lakshmi accom-
panied Anznd io the Hills  Tkat was hisn birthday, &0 he
wanted to go to the temple  He did not like to trouble
her as she was very weak, For the last two mouoths she
was oo liquid diet 5o aatrafly the drive to the Hill
would be taxing  But Lakshind got ready and foliowed
Anaad to the Hills  With special parrission Lhe car wag
teken to the temple direct  She got owt of the car and
walked briskly to the temple Apand was pleased and
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happy to see her move abogt ina normal fushion He
tock it as & favourskle sipgn and 25 2 blessing (rom God,
it gave hite confidencs that the Lord was with him ia his
hour of necd

Buer sinee he came to that provineial Tnivarsity from
Deloi pearly thirty yoars ago Apend liad shown opswer-
vieg loyal ¥ to the Lord of the Sgven Hilts, Tle served
the Vnpiversily for nearly thres decades right from its
inception in va ious copasities and Hpally as its Vice-
Chapccllor in the last three years  When he came to that
University ke took it o3 his tevst wiilh God The Lodd in
His infinite mercy Plessed Anand aed his rise i the
academic world was phenomenal though steady.  That
day wihen he and Lakshini had the darshan of the Lord he
never thovght that it wewld be the Just vigit togarher. He
inierpreted the visit favourably and he locked forward o
improvement in Lukshmi's heabth. They came out of the
temple with a happy feeling and repewed faith in God.

The pext day Lekshei was taken {o the hospital.  As
thev drove in the car she was calm and peaceful.  She was
hopiog to return within a foremipht and ag she raached
the hospital ske was full of hope. The doctors discused
the case and finally decided thai radiation therapy should
be given to her going by the tests cooducted i1 Madras.
Anapd ztuyed for five deys. Hs uszd to ait with his
daugiter ¢ pd watch Lakskrii.  Fio was bes.tant to aaik to
her lest she shoold be tired.  [n those two months much
of the fzt wae shed and Lakshini™s face scquited all thal
fipeness und sharpasss of featuree 50 comspicnous in the
bloom of her youth Ou the day Anand was ¢oming back
to the Univarsity on some wrgent work he lovked al her
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face very closely and he was happy to ste her with some
inner peace, She reacted favourably 1a therapy and all
seamedd Lo he well with her.

{t was 2 caim hefore 3 storm for the very mnext day
aPter his depertuce there was Lhe complicatiop and his
son came rUshing fete in the night  The momeat s son
told him about the crisis Anand became uanerved. He
wanted to start af four in the morning.  But by foor there
was that phone call from Vellare He tock the phone
wity roisgivings. He asked his dzughter how her mother
way, GSke s2id amidst sobs that all was over.  Apapd
could mot speak. He was dumbfounded. His citadels of
hope and his implicit faith in God ail crumbled o ane
moment. S0 Ffar 1ife had been peaceful, pieasanl apd
aatisfying for kim. but pow he kad to face the tragic fate.
e conid not undertand why God shorld give to man
heights of glory and ahruptly drop hin down umnceremo-
piously, He wondered why man was discomiited apd
rendered helplevs. He was angry with God fer he never
thought that He would pive him such ¢ raw deal azd make
him miswcrabie for he rest of his bLic, Like Adam he
questioged why Geod had given him all tkoso good thinge
of jifc almost unasked for, aed then had abapdeged him
te a lifv of soffering, For ome moment he could not
reconeile himsell with God's ways

Anand started for Veliore Hissor was with him.
Bul both of them were sittmg like demb and mute crea-
tures. The deiver too was shocked, Al of ther, the
cook, the driver and the aitenders, lked Lakshmi Ta
them she wos the embodim.nt of gruce and kinduess.
Apand felt 3 hravigess amd cumbness. The ahook was s
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greal that he coold not even weep. It would have beeg
betier if he had wept like evervhody, That wouldihave
give him goinc celicf. As the car was reaching Vellare it
was slightly drizeling amd a4 car coming in the oppogite
direction strock Ao nd's car and Bt jiself against a tree.
Anaml's car hat & miraculous escape but its cluich plate
was off  So the car stoppad. The deiver looked at Aaagd
kelplessly. A bus was comine that way. Apand and hix
son got into the bus and reached the bospital.

Anand was im & bucry 10 ses hiz wife.  Suddenly it
dawned oa Bin that ke hsd no wife. Added o thar
Lakshm:'s body was alveady rermoved o the ize chamber,
His daughier was siiting all by herseif 1a the tocm,sad and
disconsolate.  'The servint who was atthe door wes ig
tears the mowment be saw Bim  The bed was spraad neatly
and the roo was cleaved. Nothing tragic sesmed 1o have
taken place in that room  Bul to Anand it was a tragedy,
To the hospitel, to the nurses aod the doetors il was just
commonyplace.  There was nothing unusus ahoet if, 8o
many would die and the atoosphers was one of cold
aceeptance, no tears to be shed and ne regrels al all,

A Few hours later the van was ready to lake the body
of Lalshmi back to her home. Ths whole life of Anand
was guddenly changed feom happiness to gloow. He
gever bargained for such a tragic onslaught on his life,
No doubt he heard of several piiful incidonts in life, of
accidental deaths, of harrowing and  disteossful accounnts
of misfortune.  But hLis tife was so far sheltered neder the
benevolapt hand of God. Apand felt that God for nos
mament withdrew Fhiz protective haed sod be fell. He
was given to such gloomy thouphls as the body was briag
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brovght to the van and laid on orpe of the seats. Lest it
should voli down, the body was tied by ropss,  Anand had
the shotk of his 1ifc Yhe woman wha bad besn his partnar
i iifc for more than forly years was just cothing  The
trausitoriness of |ife oppregsively depressed hin.

The var meved 0 with b's son in it Asand aod his
daughtcr had to wait far onother Tour and they Jater came
in 4 cat after paying the bilisin ihe hospital Anand never
thought that such a catastrophe would take place He was
foriove witn God*s dispansation For the fime Geing e
lost faith in Geod, in everyihing that he cherished and Joved
go far i life. Like the midday sun he rose in his caresr
alwas Blessod by God. Mow he fait he had alienated the
ayripathies »F God All around him there was degolation.
Why did God teke hin 12 hetghts wnd abandoz hio calfoy.
aly, Anind asked himsel! He was dazed end stupefied. Ho
tLought that Lakshmi Head anly For her chidren and oot
for bim, for after retiretnent s had to lead a soiitary life
J.;.I._e_ a recluse. Iwould be o living death, he knew Az the
cat was beinging hime from Vellare hiz mind was racing
fact with =il those intgrrogationa of God's ways. MHilhess
he talked of God's essental fusice ali the fiine with gosto,
but what had happered to-him, be mesed For all his faith
in Ood he was left with a fragic fate. In Llhat dejected
pood he said 1o himsel ‘o more Gods for me’.

Wiite Auand was thuswrestling with God's justice ¢he
car reacked bic honse,  He saw to hig surprise & huge
crowd. The whole usiversity scemed to be there and he
was touched by ihe penerops geaturs of men and women
pathered there to condsle bim and his famity in  the hour
of afffiction, He never expected that there would Be sp
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many to sliare the giiel’ with him. Nu doobl he had tha'
goocdwill from all sections, the tesghers, the nar-taaching
ataff dad the sindenti of the university. In sesing thuem
he fargot his grief for a fow moments. Tl the sveriag
friends, relatives and wall wishers were comingic a steeam.
Suddéniy the sky besame cloudy  As the body was faken
ol there Was g shoer. Fwveryone fir that Takshmi had 2
i Iife. She lived g good 1ifs and Sied ar the beight of ker
glory  Lakshmi was oo owore, the Vight was gone, and
Anand's life was given to darkaess  FIs faciz] expression
chenged. It had lost its opiimistic chesr. Clonds hovered
ahoict hiy face and his looks were dufl 2ad hazy,  Lifc had
lost its glancour and dreaviness overpowered Anand From
the height of noon ke fell 49 a shadowy  afiernoon like the
setfing fun

By the time 1heritnals were over, Anamd'y term
came to a ciesc. He was disioclired to contiaue. Tle
daveloped 6 cdrions argement that it was Lakshmi's
prayers that were answeied by the graat God ahove for he
never prayed for thet position  Ever since Lakshmi atten-
ded the tirs: convocation in the University she wished and
prayed thai one day Auvand should be the Vice-Chaneeilar
and she stonld have the ™ honsur of attending the convaca-
tion 2y rhe frst lady in the University, Very often she
said that, To Anand it matteréd very Hitle wheller he
was the Profossor or ke Vice-Thanceller. In fuct, he
lovel teaching acd he was & good résearcher.  Busides
beingd & crird ke’ was & -creative ‘wiiter. So he cobld get
ine & Worhr of Wis - own whenster -he felf digmrsted @ith
the sordidness of every déy-fMe. In Lis howse he Hada
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yoor for Dimeelf whers he sat enrrounded by hooks
on cllsides. No one distursed him while e was io hid
room.  Lakibani eajled it the Profesror's den and Anavd
liked to leve those heurs of seclusion &'l by himsuif,
Lakshmi prayed for his suecess and a day prior 1o his
elevation as Vice ClLopcellor she told bim that he would
grt it.  She said she had a vision whersin sho saw a tele-
gram for Antrd with the message "2 ready to take
cha-ge’, When he heard ahoul 7t he simple lavgherd, hat
he 1ery talch appreciated her amkiron for i,  He was
protd of her and of her innate f2irh in God’s jostice.  §o
whan the source of his strength was dried up just twilve
days bhefore ke ferm of the Vice-Chancellor had come (o
» close he wonde ed whether it was a warning from God
that he shauld wind up the show.  Sursly the heigh: of
noon was over, or else T.akshmi wonld heve survived
Anand copvinced Rimseff that he wounld not contlnye as
Vice—ctaneellar.

But most of his frivnds thooght otherwise and some
of them ventured Lo argite with him.  Of the Professors,
quite a few, cither becavse of genvine love for him. or
hremuge of some self interest. urcd 12 sugpest to him that
e should rontinee 2= Vice-chancellor for anather ferm.
Cane evening, a few days afrer the bereavement one of the
Professors chogs to mrect Anand  at his hovse Murmelly
ro one disturhed him once he Jeft the office, but thet even-
ing surprisingly the FProfessor camé. T4 thz firs: few
minules referarce was made tn the vnfortunate tragic
oecurrence and Anard reacied philesophically.

“What can we do? We have to accept the inevitable
erd. Yo a ran’s life there should be some unpleasant

events zlsa, or else he forpets God
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“True, onlv we all felt thet Madsm ecould bave lived
fur a few years more  Ouly a few months age the dap-
shter's arriage was celebrated, so this mexpecied blow
foyou comes asa shock to ah of us  Tomust be worse
for you'.

‘Yes, I agree with von My wife'sdeethisa rode
shock to me Mot so nwch becanse she died, ons day all
of Us hav e to éis, but the way i* has bappanud, that has
shaken me. That's why | am disinclined 1o continne’,

{3 po, please de not give vp You bave done much
far the Tnrversity, anothee term will only msan greater
peace on the campus”

The University muy gain bu [ doxn®: f¢ | like cerying
th's beavy burden in my present state of urter coafusion.
Anyway let as leave it o God  He knows when 1o pull
me out oF to continue me' Anand coacladad

The Professor had nothiog more to say  He stitl hoped
that Anand wonld cantinue, and he pesed a question,

1T the gove nment chooses to extend your servic:s for
one more lerm what will you do?

“OF coun-se 1 will accept F do oot rrp awsy from
responsibility. Onply fiom a peisonal zngle, jo view of
this unezpected blow, Tam doubting my pwa capaoily to
de this jeb for angther three yours.”

‘Mon't Fe modest, §ie. I you canvot do i, who clsc
can? You Lave been fzir to everyone and you are =
hemanist 10 ke core  We only wonder why such & good
7 rson should not give his hest for the general good of the
University for apother term  That's all. W2 have no
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persopal nterest koeause we kaow full well thet you won't
g0 cut of the way tv dv anything for anyone, pot even in
your kith and lin’

Anand smil d and rhe Professor was pleased with
himseif  fle thunked Anand For his patient hearing and
ieft hine 1o Lis world of philusophical speculation  Ananu
was not a gndert of philosophy, but he was philosop’
by mamre. He was slwavs balanced Hes never v
puduly elated ner was he unbeeamingly deprossed o &
ocoasi . Yury oftsn he was colledastein. In fact
wag a karma yop: who hefisved fo dotag everything wi
detavhmon: and o5 ¢ service o God

Fven io ihis fully evelved persom who abways appiarc
to be calm and serens, and was pever periurbed even unp'
trying circumstances, Lak:hmi™s death was unhearable. I,
sufered from a sense of guilt that he left ber on Lrniversh
work end ¢id not give the atteation dus to hzr.  He wan-
ted to bt swdy from everything thet reminded him of
Takshmi ¢s 'f that-would ease Lis temsion 30 he wantea
to be free fiont every thisg  But much to his irritation
and oftes dispust he Lad to cominue for another #i%
months. 1o tie Srst throe years he took his position as
a challenging task  Lakshmi usél te give him THe ‘moral
support (haf all would be well, and all was well with him-
Now te was rot sure of God's dispositidn, snd bereft of
the loviog cart of Lakshmi he felt awfnl  He imagined to
hireself tral he was on a precipitous rock and he would
fali any exemeot. i

Se Nit ofly conrse wasto pray lo God for refied
Anantd knuw Tull wel, that Clod’s ways wers ragstericus
aud insérutahle and he reslly d- not’ kdow whethér ke
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shoold contizus. It was a great coaflict 3o Acaed and he
waondered whethe: Cod was still with bim 1o his heur of
trial. A spiritual vacnum overpowsred him. He bocume
inactive, ditident and withdrawing. Ali bis life he was
Enown for his bold and daring spucit, but now he became
tamc apd liei2-s. For s moptbs be prayed forcehef
and when it cimea it was typical ol God's $aY5Eonoee aguin
Tast a Few davy belore bis retirement there wad d t2izgrum
from the government that the evtendad period of six
‘months was cver fven though five days were still there.
Tliat telepram came exactly when Anznd was starting from
his house ta coaduct s meeting in the Ugiversity. His
personal assiszant tatd his on the phone about the wire
and Apand simply accepted it He refnsed togotothe
Unjversity aod he was rolizved of his great burden after
bavioz put in nearly twenty pine years of service in the
University.

Apaad 0t happy that God at last had listeaed to via
prayers  Eur the practical minded persons thought olher-
wise, for it conld be a spurious telepram wlso, in all like.
lihood it was But it did pot matier to Acand. e was
asking for relisf agd whether it come five days earlicr or
jaler was immaterial, 1f was mlzo posgible, he thousght,
that God tp his fury could have driven him out as he
persisteutly and almost doggedly prayed for relief. That
sodden and unexpectsd maneer in which he was sent out
conld be God's way of deeling with unraly children Like
him, Anaad feit. Anyhody would pray far pramation end
betterment not for relief. 5o curions prayers shoold be
answered with puzzled apswers apd Anand did oot know
wheiher the zelief given to him was God bleasing or ire.
Avyway he was free and that's all ke necded &t that time.
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Nearly three decades af service tothe Liniversity in varions
capaciiies, as Frofessor, Drean, Privcipal and final.y 23
Vige--Chanceilor was ovar Thers was 4 st0:e of refizf.

Eut very soon he reelised thet scholarship in isolation
had np appeal to m, He was always o the rdse of
psopie, His Prizcipalship {ug §ix years asd Viee-Lhen-
ceilotship for more Lhap three yeats gave Lim ap creslicnt
cppornity Lo serve the Uriversity and to be invelved o
matier: aud issues in po way congecied with him. Asd
lender he had to iake up Fespansbility. After having
played such an impartaet role in the acacemic gnd admu-

rative affairs of the Uiniversity fof several yoars, 10 fade

nist
cal of

away into notbingness, soribbling scmcthmg g1
creative had n¢ meaniog for hem; Especially whin bn
atili had the intelleciual lervour,and phi sical enoergy o ue
active and useful to others by had 1o busidess tv cover
himseif m wbscurity, be thoughi, But thea be alio won-
dered whether Ged expected him 10 be srtive gud usefnlio
others even 1o the last €sy of his!life. Awnacd often indui-
zed in such endless specpialions _

Anapd was a dedicated teacher apd u comicicatious
adminisirator, When he was feeling  satisfied with wha:
he had dome, apd was locking ferward tw a peactiy]
retired fife with Lakshmi, 1be blow vame  Juway at ke
height of poon, and his whele ¢difice crumbled with tbe
Jeath of Iakshti. Thercafter something wes missisg g
his Jife 2nd he was no longer sore of himseif. or of (Gods
dispositian towards him, He siill wanted to serye mankied,
but in what maoner, ke himsesf did oot know. He bhad
to wait, Tike the schalar gipsy. for the podgiven rmoments
whenever that might be.
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